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EMPRESS OF INDIA ARRIVES.

¥Fall of Wei-Hai-Wei and the Peace
‘Commission the Chief Topic
of Discussion.

Death of Robert Fraser-Smith, Edi-
tor of the Hong Kong
Telegraph.

The R. M. S. Empress of India, Capt.

©. P. Marshall, R. N. R., arrived here

shortly after six o'clock this morning
after a splendid run across the Pacifiz.
She left Japan on March 1, and was a
few bhours .over eleven days making the
wrip. She could have been in last nigat,
as she made the cape about dark, but
my to for 'a while, and came up .the
straits very slowly. She met the pilot
sloop and took Capt. Thompson aboard
pelow the Race and came to anchor in-
side the San Pedro. The Maude acted

as tender and was alongside at 7:4:‘3,

o'clock. The officers had very litle to
report. The China for San Francisco
amd the Victoria for Victoria left a few
hours ahead of the Empress, but she
everhauled them.the first night out. The
Yictoria was very heavily laden with
fireight. The only incident of the voyage
was the death of a Chinese passenger,
whose body was kept and will be return-
ed to China. The ship brought 2,400
tomns of general freight, the distribution of
which has already been published in the
Times, 363 steerage passengers, of which
mumber 100, mostly Chinese, came a-
shore here, and the following cabin pas-
sengers: Mr. Blanchard, W. H. Correll.
J. S. Hamilton, R, ¥. Lambe, Mr. and
Mrs. Murdoch, Rev. and Mrs. W. X.
Ninde, Geo. ¥. Ninde, F. W. Ninde, Mr.
Pors, A. E. Ripley, Rev. Mr. and Mrs.
Rockey and five children, A. E. Turnour.

There was very little war news to be
kad before the departure of the Empress.
Two things were being talked of—the
fall of Wei-hai-Wei and the new China
peace commission. The great credit for
the victory of the second great Chinese
stronghold is given to the Japanese tor-
pedo boats, which worked miracles. They
forced their way through the blockaded
channels two nights in succession, and
by brilliant, dashing fighting, sunk five
of the big Chinese war vessels inside of
thirty hours. Their own losses were
beavy, and the men suffered frightfully
from the cold and the fire of the enemy,
bat: the work was done wonderful. It
awoke Admiral Ting to a sense of his
helplessness and caused the surrender.
'The spoils of the eapture were immense,
28 many of the vessels of the Chinese
fleet were unscathed and many can be
repaired. A period of inactivity follow-
ed the fall. but it is believed that the
mext advance will be on Chee Foo. 1t
wasg generally understood on the depart-
ure of the Empress that Li Hung Chang,
properly accredited to conduct peace ne-
gotiations, would leave China for Japun
m Marech. On the return to China ef
the former commission the following
rather remarkable letter .was made pub-

Ee, the Chinese claiming that it had been

swppressed by .the Japanese: x
'Fe the Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty
the Emperor of Japan.

Excellencies: In the -conference held
with your excellencies to-day, after lis-
tening to the speech of his excellency
Gount Tto, of which a copy was handed
to us and a memorandum setting forth
the reasons why negotiations for peace
were terminated, your excellencies took
leave of us, with the information that ar-
rangements would be made for our early
transportation from your country. Be-
fore our departure we deem it our duty
to our government and to ourselves tiuat
we should leave with your excellencies
the following statement. The commission
which we handed you.in our conference
of vesterday, as we have fully explained,
does confer wupon ns full powers to
negotiate a treaty, and we have stated

.to your excellencies that we were pre-

pared to sign with you a treaty of peacs,
if our negotiations should reach a sat-
isfactory conclusion. This is  confirm-
ed in the most solemn and authoritative
manper in the letter of our august sov-
ereign addressed to his imperial majes-
ty the Emperor of Japan, which we ex-
hibited to you in our first conference,
and which we solicited the privilege of
delivering to his imperial majesty, but
which request your excellencies declined
to grant. A translation of that letter
accompanies this communication.

We cannot agree with your excellen-
cieg that the instruction in our commis-
sion to wire for imperial sanction the
result of our negotiations, in any way
impairs or modifies our powers to sign
a treaty. As we have already stated to
you its object was to insure the moie
prompt ratification and execution of the
treaty when signed. That our interpre-
tation of our power is supported by our
government is proved by the fact that
at. the request of your government the
United States minister at Peking receiv-
ed from Tsungli Yamen an assurance
that we were clothed with full powers
to negotiate and sign.a treaty of peace.
Besides we offered in our conference to-
day, to have any technical defects which
wyou thought existed in our commission,
<corrected by telegraph. ‘The commission
which we submitted to you is similar in
form to those with which his imperial
majesty the Emperor of China has been
accustomed to invest his plenipotentiar-
ies  when dispatched to other lands for
the negotiation of treaties, and so far as
we are aware ‘this is the first instance
such credentials have been . rejected.
Qurs is a mission of peace:and it does
not become us at this time to’discuss the
unfriendly allusions contained in the
speech respecting the government of Chi-
na. We need only express our deep re-
gret that the earnest efforts which we
have put forth to carry out the wishes

_of our august sovereign for a speedy and
_satisfactory = termination of - the war
“which now distracts the two neighboring

nations, have proved fruitless. We can-
not, however, close this communication,

without expressing our surprise at the
manner in which we have been deprived
of the customary privileges of plenipo-
tentiaries on a mission of peace. We
have been informed by Count Ito that
telegraphic communication in cipher with
our ‘governmeunt would not be permitted,
and we have been notified by an official
of the Japanese foreign office that a ci-
pher telegram addressed to us had been
received, but that it could not be deliv-
ered until we furnish the private code of
our government for its translation. Be-
fore our departure from Peking we were
assured by the minister of the United
States in that capital, that we would be
permitted, in accordance with interna-
tional practice, to freely communicate in
cipher with our government by telegraph.

We conclude with the expression of
our thanks for the trouble the Japanese
zovernment has taken in bringing us to
this city and for its hospitable entertain-
ment while here, and with assurance to
vour excellencies of our distinguished
consideration. Signed. CHANG,

SHAO.

The Japanese contend that it was not
part of the official correspondence, that
it was written after negotiations were
over, that the Japanese representative
declined to receive it, and as to refusing
them the use of wires they were not en-
titled to the privileges of properly ac-
credited plenipotentiaries.

The -Japanese parliament has passed
another war loan of 100,000,000 yen and
a loan of 3,000,000 yen to be used in pay-
ing Corea’s debts, and arranging her in-
ternal affairs.

The Japanese army in Shantung is in-
active, while that in Manchuria is kept
busy repelling inconsequential attacks
from Chinese soldiers.

During a gale in Yokohama harbor on
February 24 the Northern Pacific liner
Sikh dragged anchor and drove ashore
broadside on on the breakwater. She was
lightened, four hundred tons of flour be-
ing discharged and three days afterwards
came off at high tide. She was not dam-
aged.

Prof. Milne’s residence at No. 14, Ka-
ga Yashiki, was compietely destroyed by
fire at about 7:30 o’clock on thie morning
of IFebruary 18th. The 'flames originat-
ed in a little wood house near the kitchen
and spread with great velocity over the
whole of the main building. A north
wind was blowing, and the dryness of
the season contributed 1o the catastrophe.
Despite the efforts of three fire engines,
only the frame work of the house was
left standing. Professor Milne and all
his household escaped unhurt, but noth-
ing but a little clothing could be saved.
The loss of the well known scientist is,
indeed, very heavy, because a good many
rare books and almost all his manuseripts
were burned.

A spirited rescue was made on Sun-
day, February 24, by S.S. Liddesdale,
Captain Clark. On the morning of that
day, when about 20 miles northeast of
Oginohama, a Japanese boat was discov-
ered, in which some men were visible.
IFinding that these latter could not help
themselves, and that it was impossible
to lower a boat as the wind was then
blowing a terrific gale from the south-
eastward, an attempt was made to drop
down alongside of her,—a work of no
easy task in the then condition'of wind
and sea. The first. attempt fauned, but
after making a ldrgé circle, the sampan
was got ‘close under the lee of the ship.
The men in her were, however, helpless,
and could render no assistance, and at
tast, as the ship rolled to leeward and
the sampan mounted the sea, tne men
were grabbed by those on the ship’s deck
and were thus hauled on board. Some
idea of the height of the sea that was
running may be formed from this, as the
deck of the ship was about 16 feet above
the level of the water. The men, nine
in ail, were taken below and everything
done for them, and fortunately they all
recovered. Upon inquiries it appears
that they belong to Miura near Misaki,
but had been blown off shore, and had
then drifted north for eight days, dur-
ing the latter part of which they had
neither food, water, nor fire, in faot it
is a marvel that they survived. Capt.
Clark deserves some recognition from the
Japanese government for the skill and
exertions ‘shown in saving these men.

Robert Fraser Smith; editor of the
Hong Kong Telegraph died on February
10, The deceased was oge of the best
known men in the Orient.

A telegram, dated Pekin, 26th instant,
reports that five out of the eight viceroys,
seven out of the sixteen governors, six
out of the 21 treasurers, three out of the
twenty judges of China proper, including
Formosa and Kashgari, have already
sent in their memorials on the question
as to whether war shall be continued or
not. Opver;two-thirds of the memorials
are to the effect that if Japan wishes for
an indemnity only, peace should be con-
cluded with her, however large ' the
amount required may be. But if Ja-
pan desires to retain even an inch of the
occupied land, war then should be car-
ried on to the bitter end. They advo-
cate that the right of ceding territory
gained by his ancestors with so much
bloodshed, is not included within the pre-
rogative of the Emperor. Several Tar-
tar and Manchu generals, and two or
three commanders in chief of provinces
have also sent in their memoriads on' the
question. but the contents of them are
not known.

—The licensing commissioners with two
members of the board, Magistrate Mac-
rae and Mayor T'eague sat this afternoon.
The only case of importance was that of
the Bee Hive. Under permission of the
mayor a temporary transfer of the li-
cense of John Cook to Fell & Co. was
granted until this sitting of the bosard.
This afternoon when the matter wus
taken up J. Stuart Yates, representing
No.. 1 lodge I. O. O. F., owners of -he
property. applied for a transfer of the
license to them under the new act. The
motion was ratker a suiprise to the oth-
or interests represented and it was de-
cided to lay the matter over until March
27. The temporary transfer was for-
mally ratified. -There were several other
minor applications disposed of.
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FIRE APPARATUS TENDERS

They Are Opened by the €ouncil
and Referred to the Fire
Wardens tv Report.

Electric Light Matters Again Cause
a Lively 7Time .at the
Council Board.

Fire department apparatus tenders
and electric light matters were the chief

subjects of discussion at the muncil's.

regular meeting last night.

The tenders for the fire apparatus were
opened. They were from Perry & _l"ur-
ner, 100 feet hose according to spevifica-
tions, guaranteed for five years, to stand
500 lbs. pressure, 60 cents per ffmt..
Nicholles & Renouf offered hose on siini-
lar conditions for $800. The Toronto
Rubber Co. tendered on Eureka 3-ply
hose, 500 lbs.® pressure, five years guar-

.antee, at$1.05 per foot: Paragon 2-ply

hose, 400 lbs. pressure, four years guar-
antee, 90 cents per foot; Red Cross l-ply
hose, 300 lbs. pressure, three years guar-
antee, 75 cents per foot; New Surprise
jacketted hose, 400 lbs. pressure, three
year guarantee, 70 cents per foot; Ui Ns
Mail, 1-ply, 350 lbs. pressure, 55 cents
per foot. The Toronto Gutta Percha Co.
quoted Baker fabric, 3-ply, 400 lbs. pres-
sure, five years guarantee, at 90 cents
per foot; extra heavy Ajax 300 lbs. pres-

| sure, four years guarantee, 75 cents per

foot; heavy Ajax, one-ply, 275 lbs. pres-
sure, three years guarantee, 65 cents per
foot; and New Peerless, 400 ibs. pres-
sure, three years guarantee, 68 cents per
foot.

Ald. Humphrey moved they be re-
ferred to the fire wardens.

Ald. Macmillan approved of ‘he inat-
ter, but wanted an understanding. He
wished the committee to be given direc-
tions, otherwise it would be n second
fire horse purchase. The horse recom-

mended hy the committee might again be

bought.

Ald. Partridge was on his feet to tuke
issue against the remarks of Ald. Maec-
millan. The horse had not been purchas-
ed. He wished it understood that he
conducted the business of the city us if
it were his own affair.

Ald. Macnillan wanted a chance for
the local bonus.

Ald. Wilson said the worst hose might
stand an excessive amount of pressure,
perhaps 500 lbs. on the first test; but
the next time water was put in it it
would burst. The five year guarantee
was a long one.

Referred to fire wardens to report.

The Canadian: General Eleetric Com-
pany wrote asking that the second in-
stalment on their contract be paid: It
was overdue three months. The machin-
ery should, according to agreement, have
been tested December 10. Electric light
committee to report.

The Chinese mission asked three
months time to connect with the sewers,
pleading lack of funds. Referred to sew-
erage committee,

J. W. Mellor_would like a share of the
city plate glags insurance. = He~“wrote
asking the council for the insurance.

Ald. Macmillan favored tendering for
the insurance.

Ald. Cameron asserted that the rates
of the companies were uniform. Finance
committee.

The city barristers wrote stating that
the city had the power to abate the
Johnson street. ravine nuisance.

The street committee were requested
to see how the improvement could be
carried out.

The clectric light committee reported.

Victoria, B.C., 11th March, 1895.
To His Worship the Mayor and Aldermen
of theCity of Victoria.

Gentlemen,—Your Electric Light Commit-
tee desire to report that an official notice has
been sent to Mr. Stickels instructing him to
turn over ‘all tools and appliances connect-
ed with the new electric light works, so
that the same may be checked and put in
order for use as soon as funds are provided
to proceed with the work of finishing the
new plant.

The belting ordered by the council through
Messrs., Nicholtes & Renouf has arrived.

i\dr. Cartmel’s report fully covers this mat-
er.

Mr. Cartmel has been engaged;by your
committee. under a temporary arrangement
until the end of the month, to arrange that
the remainder of the work required to.com-
plete the new electric light works can be
properly proceeded with. This mode of pro-
ceeding your cemmittee feel convineed is
the best way the matter could possibly be

dealt with.
.R. T. WILLIAMS.
BDWARD BRAGG.
WM. WILSON.

Ald. Partridge claimed that, he could
get no information relative to the cor-
respondence or documents of the electric
light plant contracts.

Mayor Teague replied that all the dce-
uments could be found in the city officasg

Ald. Williams asserted that there had
been no definite understanding with Mr.
Stickels. He again affirmed that the
Hamilton Manufacturing / Company
should have furnished the line shaffing.

Mayor Teague said if the eouncil were
foolish enough * to let the Hamilton
Company get away with $2,000, they
should all be-in the chain gang.

Ald. Williams—That’'s my opinion
about the line shafting.

Mayor Teague said he did not agree
with Ald. Williams.

Ald. Williams affirmed that the line
shafting purchase was a job put up 1n
the council.

Mayor Teague retorted saying Ald.
Williams did not understand the matter.
He had not been used to that kind of
Wo_r!g. (Laughter.) He advised Ald.
Williams “to have an investigation if ne
held such a pessimistie opinion.

Ald. Williams replied he would if the
mayor told him how to go about it.

Mayor Teague advised Ald. Williams
to'get a proper interpretation from per-
sons who knew something of the matter.

Ald. Williams said several engineers
had agreed with him.

Ald. Macmillan here came to the res-
cue of Ald. Williams. After mature con-
sideration he too-had come to the same
conclusion as~Al. Williams. The' com-
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pany should have supplied the shafting.
It seemed like a fraud. 3

Ald. Bragg said the company had not
to supply the shafting. .The city barris-
ters and Mr. Cartmel both bore him out
in this. 'The subject was dropped.:

Ald. Hall and Partridge having’ said
that a meeting should have been called
to discuss electric light matters.

Ald. Bragg’'s motion that $3,168.18 for
eleetric light work bills be paid was car-
ried.

Ald: Macmillan introduced -a by-law
to amend the revenue by-law.

It was decided on motion of Ald.
Bragg to call a meeting on Saturday
night to discuss the by-laws to be sub-
mitted to the elctorate on March 19.

The council then adjourned.

CABINET REPRESENTATION.

Liberals Ask That the Province be
Represented in the Domin-
ion Cabinet.

Further Arrangements Made for
the Coming Campaign—A
Busy Meeting.

There was a large attendance at the
meeting of the Liberal Association held
in Philharmonic Hall last evening. ¥Ex-
Ald. Dwyer occupied the chair.

A report from the committee who were
appointed at a previous meeting to cou-
sider the formation of a campaign com-
mittee was read and adopted. A large
central committee has been formed and
preparations have been made for the or-

ganization of ward committees.‘ "l‘he
central committee will meet on Friday

evening in Philharmon'jc Hall.
The following resolution, moved by
Mr. Templeman at the last meeting of

the association. was seconded by Mr.
Marchant amidst enthusiastic applause
and on being put was unanimously car-
ried: "

“Whereas the province of British
Columbia has been a member of the
Canadian confederation since the year
1871, and during that period of twenty-
four years has never been represented in
the Dominion cabinet;

“And whereas the province is isolated
from the centre of population and politi-
cal influence, and remote from the capi-
tal, her commercial, agricultural, mining,
fishing and lumbering interests—which
are possibly superior to those of any oth-
er section of Canada in their enormous
possibilities—have been retarded, by the
ignorance of the Ottawa government of
local conditions and of the special re-
quirements of these great interests;
“Be it therefore resolved that it is rhe
opinion of the Liberal party of Victoria
in meeting assembled, that the policy
hitherto ~ observed in the formation of
cabinets, whereby the entire representa-
tion with the single exception of one
member to Manitoba and the Northwest
is taken from the older. smaller, although
. more_populous and more wga)thy..eas‘@ew
provinces, is not in the best interests of
the Dominion as a whole'and ought not
to continue.

“Resolved, that the undoubted right of
British Columbia to cabinet representa-
tion be brought to the attention of the
Liberal leader (Hon. Mr. Laurier) with
the view of doing justice to the province
by remedying the evils and removing the
discontent engendered by past neglect
and misrepresentation, and ensuring in
the future fair and equitable treatment
at the hands of the government of the
Dominion.”

If had work, willing hands and brairs
will win this ‘election for the Liberal
party in the city their success may be
predicted. At the meeting last night the
utmost harmony prevailed, and judging
from the feeling of confidence which was
apparent among those present, the oppo-
sition candidates,Messrs. Templeman and
Milne, have every reason to be hopeful
As one gentleman observed as he was
leaving the hall last night: “When the
election is over you can rest assured that
the Conservatives will know that there
has been a contest.”

BELLA COOLA COLONY.

Colonists Have no Intention of Leaving
Their New Home.

Bella Coola, March 2—A meeting -of
the colonists was held to-day in Rev. Mr.
Sangstad’s house, and questions concern-
ing the future prosperity of the colon-
ists were discussed. The colonists hav-
ing learned that doubt is entertained by
the government concerning the probable
permanency of the Bella Coola colony, a
motion was made and carried, that the
colonists make a declaration and present
it to the government, “that the intentions
of the colonists are to make Bella Coola
their future home and that the govern-
‘ment may rest assured that such is the
case.”

It was also decided that Rev. Mr.
Sangstad 'should go to Victoria by the
first steamer to present matters of im-

portance concerning the colony to the
government.

All is well with the colonists. The
weather for a long time has been fair
with some rain and sunshine. . .ere is
very little snow left.

The colonists for some time have been
busy making a road up the valley. - A
good trail is &lready cut-but>tnere is a
ll;)t.lfinox_'e to do, besides many bridges to

uild,

—The trout fishing season opens .on
Saturday, not Friday, as previously
stated, and as many people understand.

Monoumental liars—a good many
gravestones., —Albany Argus.

'STONE NOT  SATISFACTORY.

i More Trouble Between the Proviz-
cial Government and Con-
tractor Adams.

; This Time it Leads Up to an Attack
on the Superintendent
of Wourks.

‘ ‘There has been more trouble at Hug
' dington Island where the stone for the
new government buildings is ovwained
Mr. Howell, the superintendent of worka,
on the new buildings, went north on tas
last trip of the Danube with certain ic-
structions from the government tor cou-
tractor Adamis, who has been on the is-
land for some time superintending t4:
quarry work. It seems that tiie stowc
which Mr. Adams has veen sending dows
i has not been entirely satisfactory and io
fact the government had been informes
that it was being taken from below higi
water mark and was therefore affected
by salt water, which discolors it, and be-
sides there was a great deal of iron in it.
Superintendent Howell was sent up to
look into this matter and carried letters
from the chief commissioner of lands and
works and Architect Rattenbury to Coa-
tractor Adams. According to Mr. How
ell he handed, the letters to Mr. Adama
and was walking away when Mr. ~dams
ran up ‘and struck him on the ear; knock-
ing 'him down and shying: “This -is
your bloody work; you have been perse-
cuting me”—or words to that ewect. M:
Howell had n6 sooner got on hs feet
than Adams dagain struck him, tois time
in the mouth, and he agdin fell dow.
Adams struck several more blows, M-
Howell, however, only attempting to de-
fend himself. Finally some of the mea
interfered. Then Mr. Adams, who had
a!lowed his temper to get the better ¢
him, wished to apologize. Mrt. Howsll
immediately left the island on a smaii
steamer and caught the Dannbe ior Vie-
toria. He will take action against Mr,
Adams.

Mr. Howell visited the island a yexo
ago and suggested how the stone should
be taken out The stone runs up from:
the beach to the top of the island. 'Tha:
near the water has a great deal of iron
in it and is also affected by the actioa
of the salt water, which renders it unfit
for building purposes. Mr. Howell there-
fore recommended that the stone be tak-
en from near the top of the cliff, where
it is pure. He says this is not beimg
done, but on the other hand Mr. Adams
is taking the stone from below high wa-
ter mark. It is not yet known what ac-
tion will be taken by the government, but
it is certain that they will not allow the
stone to go into the buildings.

RUSH TO ALASKA.

Juneau Crowded With Idle Men, Mawy
of Them Starving.

The ‘'steamer Chilcat just returned
from Alaska is to be taken off the reute,
as her owners say they do not intend te
sink the money that -they made before
the opposition companies commenced te
ciut rates. In regard to the rush to Alas-
ka Captain McAllip said: “I think &
very unwise for men without means €e
rush to Alaska. Why, Juneau is alreay

overcrowded with idle men, and before 1
left I was told that at some residences
on an average of ten men a day were
asking for food. Before leaving for thst
country they don’t take into considers-
tion the fact that the season does nof
open till May, and even then we will net
have use for more than 250 men at ths
mines. I think they shounld stop amd
consider before rushing there.”

The steamer City of Topeka, whick
sailed on Sunday morning for Southwes:-
ern_Alaska ports, took 253 passengers
and a full ecargo of freight. Notwith-
standing the assertion that the present
rate war has made the Alaska trade
unprofitable to transportation companiies
the Topeka will realize not léss than
85,0()0 in this voyage, not taking inta
consideration the ameunt of business oz
the return trip.

MAYNE ISLAND “TREASURE.”

Seusational and Improbable Stories Pub-
lished by Coast Papers.

For several -weeks past a - sensationat
and very improbable story has been going
the rounds of the coast papers about s
supposed - “hidden treasure” on Mayne
Island. The only part of the story
which is founded on fact is that stating
that certain residents of the island be-
lieved that there was a “hidden treasure”
on the island. This fact was first pub-
lished in the Times and was made the
foundation of the sensationsl story re-
ferred to. A private letter received this
morning from one of the island settlers
throws-‘cold water on the story. The
writer says: “I am inclined to toink that
the whole thing is a farce. ' Mr. Jacok
Heck, Nicholson’s nearest neighbor, stat-
es that the supposed miner had no money
at all, as he had more than once borrow-
ed money from him and that at one time
the old man borrowed $50, which I must
add, I understand, was duly returned.
The account in the Colonist is a purely
sensational one.”

First Parson—Its most unfortutute
*hat this cold weather should come just
as I take fature punishment as my sub-
ject.

Second Ditto—How so0?

First Ditto—Well, 1 noticed that every
time I mentioned everlasting fire the
whole . congregation looked positively
cheerful.—Pick-me-Up.

Mrs. Spacer—I want you to stop bring-
ing home bandles of ne'vspapers that ore
printed in other cities.

Spacer—Why, my dear?

Mrs. Spacer—There are full of bargain
sale ads. and it worries me to death te
think they are so far away that T ean't
get to them.

i

(LAIMS OF THE §

members of the Foreig
Committee See the B

i Congress Made
]\lr iiepburn of lowa Ma
sStatesmanlike?

on the Sulject

Aescording to Boston paj
pand there were at least a f
of the United States senat
who were willing to vote $4:
yJe the claims of the sealers.

A Washington dispatch t
‘Pranscript under date of Ma
«Senators Sherman, Grey
miembers of the foreign relat
tee, remarked to-day that
only a mistake but a blundes
of the senate and house in ¢
appropriation  of $425,00(
Behring sea award. The ¢
1his measure will find, added
tors, that before final
reached, it will cost this g
vum largely in excess of
ngreed by Secretary Gresh
#English minister. Senator
s -chairman of the foreign r
mittee, and who -claimed
anderstand this matter, say§
pelieve that the real damage]
she claimants amount to m
pundred and fifty thousan
10ld. He was therefore oppo
ing this lump sum as sett
object in offering the resol
committee to investigate thef
with the view of ascertai
facts of the case. If the
adopt the resolution he say
shat all the essential info
$acts in the case car be o
very little expense. The allg
has been made in both the
wepate, that a majority of t
fraudulent, has no real f
fact, and is regarded as a
the officials of this governm
of those of Great Britain v
the setlement. The senate
allow the Morgan resolutio
order that the matter may
and finally disposed of by
gress.”

Another dispatch to the
ander the same date says:

Mr. Morgan (Dem.) of Al
ed a resolution referring to
tee on foreign relations thg¢
the president of Kebruary
%0 the payment by the U
ef the claims of Great B
out of the Behring sea cont
Jnstructions to examinre into
of the liability of the Unit
é3reat Britain and the amou
any; and as to any liabili
Britain or Canada arising
cQDITOYersy, .

Mr. Sherman (Rep.) of O}
ed the wisdom of offering
while the question was peng
the two houses. He unders
now in conference. On that
gorrected by Mr. Hale (Re
who said that the first ap
$425,000 had been struck
house and had not been in
senate.

Mr. Morgan, who had be
American delegates to the
ence, said: ‘“The British pg
cording to the morning pap
be acting on this subject n
pation. Sir George Bade
that they want to pay tH
and the recalcitrant and
Americans who hired themsg
der the British flag to ro
ment of the United State
law and dishonor the ‘co
pay them in advance, so
moral claim against the T
for this §425,000—not o7
which is due—mnot a shillin,
that the committee on ford
shall investigate that matte
been enough of falsehood 4
sentation about this in offic
and in the newspapers to re
vindication of the honor of]
that this investigation shal

Under the rules the res
over  without action.”

A Washington dispatch
Herald says:

Mr. Wilson, Dem., of V
called up the bill reported f
and means committee to a
to prevent the exterminatio
ing animals in Alaska.

In advocating the bill
said that its oject was to pj
sible, the rapid exterminati
herd under the operations o]
of the Paris tribunal. ‘A
rate of slaughter the entir
disappear in two or three
bill proposed the appointmg
mission to negotiate with
ments of Great Britain, R
pan to protect the seals. Pg
gotiations, the president is
conclude and proclaim a b
with these ‘governments p
regulations or alterations ¢
the Paris tribunal. 1If s
ment cannot be reached, th
the treasury is authorized t§
herds when they come to
islands and to dispose of
the benefit of the United

Mr. Johnson ,Rep., of
said that we had tried and|
tect the seal herds. We
try to restore the vast he
to our western prairies.

Mr. Hepburn, Rep., of Io
the United States had in
force the Canadian gove
adjustment of this matter.
done by amending the pend
to authorize the president t
transportation of goods i
our territory. ]

Mr. Dingley, Rep., of M
the measure. It embodied
duced by him on the subjeq

The bill was then passe
vision.

Ottawa, March 11.—Afj




