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GAMBLER A GREEK

Has Often Brokqn Bank at
Monte Carlo

Has Been Known to Lose
Twice and Then Only
Small Amounts—Winnings
Run Into Millions.

(Toronto Mali & Empire.)

To the world at large the best known
of living Greeks is Venizelos, but to the
sport and pleasure-loving Europeans he
is as remote as is Xenophon. The real
live Greek is a gambler named Vagliano,
a sketch of whom has been written by
Ibanez, the Spanish novelist. Vagllano
is the greatest gumbler of his generation.
To break the bank at Monte Carlo is for
him a common _occurrence. - Last Sum-
mer his exploit at Deauville was chron-
icled in most of the papers of the world,
for his winnings were prodigious, if not
unparalleled. How much he won there,
and how much he has won in the course
of his gambling career nobody seems to
know. Reckoned in franc the total is
from fifty millions to two hundred mil-
llons. Whatever the amount, Vagliano
is as paramount among European gamb-
lers as was Ponzi recently among get-
rich-quick exploiters. He seems to have
started with'a shoe string and now to

be in the possession of many millions,.

all gleaned at the table with. the green

cloth. Is it merely loaned to him as an

advertisement?

Winning a Million.

Signor Ibanez says that he saw Vag-
Hano win a million francs at one sit-
ting. On other occasion he has seen
him touch the half-million mark, and al-
though he wins in francs it is to be re-
membered that while here a franc has
no great value, in Europe it {s as im-
portant and desirable as ever it Wwas.
Only  twice, says ‘the novelist, has he
seen the Greek lose, and then his losses
were small. ' His favorite hunting ground
is not the Casino at Monte Carlo, but
the Sporting Club, which is almost next
door, and where play runs higher than
in the better known place., In the for-
mer the people play at rouge et noir and
trente-et-quarante, but in the Sporting
.Club the popular game is bacarrat. .It
‘48 ‘a matter of some difficulty to get
into the Sporting Club, and of even
greater difficulty to. emerge with the
visitor’s hide still clothing him. One
has to be vouched for by two members,
and there is quite an inquisition as to
one’s general deportment, his willing-
ness to “part” congenially and his abil-
ity to settle. i >

A Drawing Card,

Vagliano for some years has been as
great a drawng card at the Sporting
Club as Babe Ruth at a ball park, a fact
which my have led the suspicious to
believe that he.is a mere stool pigeon.
There was a period when he was absent
for some weeks., In that time the Club
was almost deserted. It was Hamlet

}with her $100,000. She wins three years
|out of four, and because. of her large op-
{erations and her gambling luck she was
!considered a sort of queen of bacarrat,
just as Vagliano was a king. Her
daughter, the Spanish novelist tells us,
married an English peer, and last season
the daughter, because of her beauty and
il:er costly gowns, was one of the sensa-
|tious of Monte Carlo.

'A Greek Argument,

Mother and daughter were watching
the table where Vagliano was playing.
The king of gamblers became involved
in an argument with a spectator, who
had intimated that the Greek was also a
“greek,” a slang term which casts “as-
persions on a man’s honor, and well un-
derswood amcng the gambling fraiern-
ity. The Greek responded with equally
opprobrious epithets, and as the onlook-
jers crowded closer play was suspended

i while the disputants told each other off. |

| They gesticulated and shook their fisls
land eursed each other handsomely, but
no blows were struck.  The argument
apparently was going against Vagliano,
who was reduced to the expedient, for
a final retort, of spitting at his adver-
sary. The nimble witted enemy avoided
the onslaught, or else the aim was bad.
for the effe® was to drench thg titled
daughter of the gambling queen.

There was tremendous excitement, for
the lady fainted. Vagliano was appal-
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led by his violence, and said, “I am very
sorry, but it is the fashion in our coun-
try” Immediately he was assailed by
several other Greeks anxious of up-
bolding the hohor of their country, and

Vagliano had to be hurried out. A
movement to have him barred from the
club was frustrated by his voluntary de-
parture. But the club languished with-
out him, and when he came back he was
welcomed, suitable apologies having been
offered and accepted. It is not known
whether the - Greek operates a system.
It seems improbable for there is evid-
ence that he began life as a smuggler
and is almost illiterate. His luck, how-
ever, is amazing, and has survived the
vicissitudes of many years—if indced it
is luck that distinguishes him. He goes
surronnded by a retinue of servants,
;bullys and secretaries, and travels in a
!privute fleet of antomobiies. Ibanez
asys that the greater part of his im-
mense mail consists of proposals of mar-
riage from ladies in various parts of the
world. ‘Most of these proposals are de-
clined.

A party of Montreal men were in the
city to arrange for the opening of a rib-

are looking for suitable quarters and
expect t6 employ about forty hands.
Work will be started as soon as the
'machiuery can be installed.

coesees

: !

bon factory in St. John or vicinity. They -

{ISIT T0 ROONS |
OF THE RED CROSS

The Arrangements for the
Good Work Being Carried
on in Prince William Street.

-

_The Red Cross rooms in Prince Wil-
liam street have taken on a néw appear-
ance in the last few days. The interior
has been brightened and, though sinall,
the rooms are of a good shape arfd every
available inch of space is utilized, In
‘one room are surgical Supplies which
are already packed in strong boxes and
are reudy at any moment to be rushed to
any point in the province in the event
of need. In another room are the local]
supplies for use in the city only in cases
of emergency and for the use of hospitals.
These malerials are in charge of Miss
Frances Stetson. Another room con-
tains the provinclal supplies. The wool
and socks department which has a room
to itself is under the direction of Mrs.
G. K. McLeod.

Besides these there are hospital beds
which are higher than, those in general
use and are available for thé use of doc-
tors in performing operations in private
houses. 'The main room has a desk for
secretary, which is presided over by Miss
Ethel Jarvis, the capable and energetic,
secretary,
| Posters adorn the walls, one among
'them. ' very . stricking. It = depicts a
|strong Red Cross nurse holding a crip-
| pled child in one arm and supporting an
{aged man with the other. Beneath'it is
i the legend “Still the Greatest Mother in
\the World” 'T'he peace policy of the
society is set forth in a poster as follows:
| “the ;promotion of health, the prevention
'of disease and the mitigation of suffer-
|ing” On the wall is a map of the pro-
Ivi-nce with the superscription “Where
|

Red Cross supplies come from.” Forty-
seven blue flags denote the places visited
[this summer by Miss Ruddock of the
‘instructional and district nurses’ com-
‘mittee. Included in this is the formalion
of three new senior branches and one
t junior branch,

| Congratulations To

Hon, Mr, Mersereau

| _ (Special to Times)
Fredericton, N. B.,, Dec. 10—Hon. D.
W. Mersereau, minister. of agriculture
was tenaeped a congratulatory address
by Agricultural Society No. 116, a{ Fred-
erictun Junction at the annual meeting of
ithe society on last Wednesday. The con-

* ‘gratulations were extended unanimously

,to the minister as a member of the
| society, upon His elevation to cabinet
jrark, Hon. Mr. Mersereau replied suit-
i ably to the congratulations of his fellow
{ members.

| _The society elected the following of-
ficers: President, P. Pride; Vice-Presi-
dent, H. Nason; Secretary, P. W. Nason;
treasurer, H. W. Atkinson; members of
the executive, George Ball, Charles
{Ball, A. R. DeWitt. z

Nearly Forget Him,

Prosecuting Attorney( to opponent)—
! You’re the biggest boob in the city.
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The small grocery store of G. W. of money taken. The proprietor was inllessly and reached over the counter te

Brow.’’s ia City rvad wus entered by a the rear of the building eatin
snenk thief on Wrlnesday even ng, be- per when the money was taken.
tween 5 and 6 o’clock, and a small swn  thief must have entered the shop noise-

his sup-[the cash drawer and extracted the money,
‘T'he | Mr. Brown says he has no suspicions at
to who the culprits were.

A,

NATIONAL S

L NNE

N

,%Ic‘,{! QT

Standard parts, combined by engineering skill with special construction into a
unified product. Therein lies the secret of the remarkable strength, power and
endurance of’ National trucks.

- shadows another.

The advantage of standard parts is obvious. By specializing on one part—
engines for instance—a factory can have better engineers, better mechanics,
machinery, testing apparatus. It can build a better engine for less money.

L)

But Truck building is more than simply assembling. It means “fitting” each -

No Weakestlink
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It has no “weakest: link”.

No part over-

!
What
Truck ?

Ask the drives
he knows

part to every other. The truck must be “balanced.” The parts must work to-
gether, ‘endure together—co-operate to give 100 per cent service.

The National chassis combines simplicity‘ with great strength. Oversized parts
are used at all points of greatest strain. Every part is easy to understand—ecasy
to get at should it be necessary. ~ Every part is tested to the limit before it is

accepted. .

The National isdesigned by the best truck engineers, and built by the best
mechanics, of the best materials that can be bought. It is built to

honest, trouble-free service.

Local Distributor
A.E. CORBETT

Five Models—1-13-2-33 and 5 tons.
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HAMILTON CANADA

give you long,

ON L'MITED

93-95 Prince William St., St. John, N. B.

without the principal. Then Vagliano ] I yoa e :

A ge (rapping for order)—Gentlemen
came back and immediately there was " B iy !you forget I am here.—Syracuse Heruidt
life and excitement. The Greek was } .

obli to remain away because of ;
Pargbad oot . P. 8. = Any Gillette user will appreciate the Gift

painful incident in which a South Am-t !
erican woman, of vast wealth and ple- | package of 36 oil-tempered waferlike’ blades.

beian English ancestry, figured. This |
lady visits the club every year, taking |
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Choose the Christmas Bifts
at Mappin X Webd’s

SEE how easy it is to select just the present you want for every
member of the family and for every friend near and dear to you.

Look through the suggestions for Home Folks—for Bachelor and
Business Girl—for Intimate Friends—for Children, large and small.

These lists of suggestions are but hints of the possibilities to be found
ebb Gift Book.

2N

in the Mappin &

GIFTS

F621. Fine Otiental
Pearl Earrings $125.00

F1417. Pearl Sunburst
Cikcsvbeises 9000

F1512. Gold Baby
Handipins

F2418. Enemel and
Gold K. of C. Button

F2438. Gold filled Ma-
sonic Locket and Fob ,
Rl dckegs0U

‘F3507. Ladles’ Tone
neau shapeWrist Watch
Levassoisessn939.00

F3700. Gentlemen's17
{cwcl edjusted Long-
nes thin model Watch
....5$60.00
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If you wish to pay from $1.00
to $5.00 for most of your gifts,
there is no reason why such
gifts should not be distinctive,

_ expressive and worthy of your
giving. The}y will be, if they
are chosen from the Mappin
& Webb suggestion list or
catalogue.

If these suggestions do not
solve all your gift problems,
the Christmas Cift Book surely
will. It contains more than
two thousand illustrations, em-
bracing Gems, Sterling Silver,
**Prince's Plate,”* China, Glass
Watches, Clocks, Leather
Goods and objects of art.

The Mappin & Webb shopping
service by mail enables you to
buy from the catalogue with
the same lasting satisfaction
as though you shopped in persorn
4n Montreal.

GIFTS

F3902. Mahogany Bed-
room Lamp......$8.50

F4106. 18 inch fitted
Club Bag,.....$65.00

F4322. Leather fold
up Toilet Case. .$21.00

F6309. Brown Betty
Tea Set, 3 pieces $13.50

F7005. % dozen Sterl-
ing Silver Burter
Spreaders in case

e NI

F7314. Sterling Silver
Ribbon Runners. ., .75

F8906. 9 inch Pyrex
Silver Plate Pie 51&&5
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F9908. Cut Glass Bon
Bon Dish...,...$2.00
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(CANADA ) LIMITED

353 St. Catherine Street West, Montreal
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McLaughlin Master Six Sedan
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Enter & new leader—the McLaughlin Sedan.

The years have built the foundation of this
oar. The graceful sweeping lines are pleasing.
The roominess, smooth riding and attractive
appointments afford maximum motoring satis-

More than the leader of a day, McLaughlin has’
been the dominating car over a period of years.
Not in the opinion of a few—but of thousands.

For of McLaughlin many thousands more

travel the roads of Can-
nda than any other of
the better-class cars.

So the new car must succeed to the title earned
through the preponderant preference of the
people of “Canada’s Standard Car.”

Especially attractive are the new closed bodies
not only because of their added comfort, but
because they are now decidedly the vogue for

both winter and summer driving.

McLAUGHLIN MOTOR CAR CO,, LIMITED

Branches in Leading Citles

1 St. John, N. B. Show Rooms, _140-144 Union Street.
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Dealers Everywhere




