' EXHAUSTIVE REVIEW |
OF RESULTS UNDER
PUBLIC HEALTH LAW

Hon. Dr. Roberts, in Stm'mg Speech, Disposes of
Criticism From Opposition
Members

Widespread Benefits Explained and Plea Made for
Co-operation in Work of Improving Public
Health Conditions—Forty Thousand School
- Children Under Medical Inspection—Other
i E‘Safeguudn Giving Most Encouraging Re-
! sults—The “Fight Against Tuberculosis and

‘5 Cancer—New Conditions Compared Witk Old.

Fredericton, March 28—In s speech}ernment grant, which for the past school
wting four hours Hon. Dr, Roberts,|yea? would amount to approximately
dnister of health, in the leglliture to={ 31300, . The provisions of the proposed
gy in an able mann ged of r act would apply to all persons. holding
Y er disposed of recent | valid licenses, and who at.the time of
siticisms directed at the health act and|{lis passage are employed us inspectors,

s administration and explained to lhe nqql‘school instructors, local superin-
reople of this province in a elear and! . =
nlightening review the great goed done,
yy the rtment of health and the
iecessity for carrying on this humane
vork of ‘combating disease.  _

In opening his address Hon. Dr. Rob-
:rts sounded a note of optimism in ze-
sard to conditions ‘in New Brupswick
‘ompared with world conditions gen-
srally, Speaking of the department of
health, the minister declared that this
gepartment would in time occupy the
first - in the state and the opposition
w place it there when it realized
what the department was for.

An exhaustive review of the present
ct_was given by the speaker, and he
X tire pains taken in forming it

‘el the gathering of much data. He

snted out the vast amount of good that

ablic health service had done through-
»ut the world, and eited specific instances
in regard to certain diseases where much
improvement had ‘been made and the
death rate greatly rediiced. The minister
told of the deplorable conditions that
were osed by the survey made by
John Hall before the present act cams| |}
into effect, and in contrast pointed out |
the vast improvement since the act be-
came operative. it e

During the course of his address Hon.
Dr. Rilobcrtsuladald ‘t‘hnil:] if possible next ; ;
year he wo ask the government to|
%mnce th]ed mel(liical 1.‘ilt‘l{:pectit.m of school‘s. e ROBER-T&

s would relieve on the muni-| tendents of publie schools, secretaries of
cipalities and place the work under direct| school boards, or others doing work di-
control of the government. It was the|yeqtly connected with the public schools
intention to 'divide the province into sec-|gervice and not already drawing pen-
tions and have full time inspectors onsjons. For the present year the number
the job. The work of the sanitary in-|of pensioners  would be forty-two, and
spectors was reviewed and the necessity | it was' estimated that by 1929 the num-
for ithem shown. The minister said,{ber would be fifty-five, With the
however, that this year it would be op-| teachers contributing $12,500 in 1932 it
tional with the municipalities ‘whether| wag estimmted that the government’s
they had these inspeetors. The grave|contribution: would be 86,000 agairist
menace 'of venereal diseases was thor-|$11,000 which was the cost in 1921. It

s onghly dealt with by the minister and| was not believed that the amount paid
hﬂmrr of not looking after this phase| out by the government would be equal
of -public health showp. - . to that of last year until the year 1927,

r.. Roberts said that an amend-| but by the year 1985 it is estimated to

f ould be brought in making the reach $35,000. It would therefore be
r;p}':‘::nt&tlon ol.;f htelﬁthm;l;;g[;u‘.\lt c&ul;;!:” :‘;en that it would take quite a number
i :

e m,bocrdm thusAsiV::s thee::undl years before the amoynt contributed
greater authority. Another amendment| would be exceeded;

to be brought in would provide for the| Hon, Mr. Veniot moved the suspen<
:::gection of hotels throughout the prov- iion of the rule to permit the introduc-

_ ion of a bill to eaabl -

In conclusion, he made a strong pleal tholic Bishop of Cha:hot:e t%o:‘el;? c(t:;-
‘f‘or co-operatioin from :’::hh“d“ of th; tain lands.
ouse in carrying out umane wor Mr. Scully moved the suspension of
of public health improvement. a the rule to permit of the “i'rﬁroduction

Adjournment of the debate was moved o¢ 5 hill to amend the St. John City
by, F. W. Smith, of Casleton, | 10| Bssessment act. :

The house went_.lnto fontl)i‘l ""It"‘ 0} . Mr. Martin moved the suspension -of
o_'t_:lock to consider l'téca:rtun .s.f - r;’:’ the rule to permit of the introduction
at 10.20 and repo progress I0UOWING | o¢ 5 bl relating to .the assessment of

whlchTtdjomm:;t s{lg md;“ o the|@Otor vehicles in:the town of Chatham.

. i : Hon, Mr. Roberts moved the suspen-

peaker’s chair today owing to the un- i . Pt

z'“‘d“bie absence of Hon.‘ Mr. Dysart :l’:gﬁ:: gf rotﬂl;!:lllh’to dete‘:m‘i,;et:‘}fe’:s:

whose wife is ill in Moncton. ?o:'k‘ fo; asgessment purposes of the
¢ Cornyall Cotton Mill.

Official Report.) g acd RS

As?sembly( Chambers, Fredericton, N. e W S . .

t sion_of a rule to permit of the intro-
?-:, ’clfo?kch 28—1922—The house met a duction of a bill to extend the powers

Hon. Mr. Roberts introduced a bill of the Madawaska Log Driving Com-

) pany of Maine to provincial waters
gl;g:g. to sewerage in the parish o above Grand Falls; also for the intro-

: / { duction of .a bill to enable the Roman |
Hon. Mr. Mersereau introduced a bill .o ip 10 "picton o Chatham to borrew

¥

to amend the act relating to Womens gs,050 ang mortgage certain lands in |

Institutes. He explained that Women’s i
vlnstltnw- had become d’f,great impor- Campbellton.
tance in eonnegﬂ&n with ’%t‘fiﬁﬁt:ﬁ Hon. Dr. Roberts. :
rtment and the objegt ofsthe ; v
:Copﬂsix e a legal status to enable Hon. Dr. Roberts on the order of the
them to own property. day being called resumed the debate on ‘
Hon, Mr. Byrne introduced a bill to theé budget. .
% He said | In rising, Dr. Roberts congratulated
amend the act relating to juries. He
: _ | the mover and seconder of the address
that the object of the bill was to ex-|> 5
t ters and their officials from | B reply to the speech from the throne,
::'rsi cso;nmjurles ; and Premier Foster for his able pres-
Hon. Mr. Byrne introduced a bill to :‘x:tatlon fOftatt:ll: :’o‘:\‘zﬁ;‘ }? :ﬁml’“i‘}
amend the St. John city court act. He | the comior ons in the pro
ince with the disturbed conditions of
explained that under the law attorneys : ;
many other countries, and said we had
of the supreme court could not be sued
" | reason to be profoundly thankful. He
in the St. John city court, although se ke of the Peace Confere! t Wash-
1ld be taken against them be-|2PO e Of tRC ££008 nee &
:lox: g:.ﬂ e af the. pescs The bill ington .and said the great lesson which
0 14t tanght should have a lasting and up-
proposed to extend vtol}es{.uslsgﬁﬁon of | |ifting influence. He paid a high tribute
the police mistrat? il g bl to | to Hon. Mr. Magee for his efforts in
Hon. Mr. Byme Beornee t; New | behalf of technical education and pointed
smend the act relating it" ;I €W | (ut that it was “a lamentable fact”? that
/Brunswick barristers” soc et{. Sec hex-l “the vast majority of children fall by
‘rl:iduzmt I?ft K‘:gg:rc‘;gis“- exi::ivng lz?w the wayside before they pass from th;
plaine a s eighth to the ninth grade.” He pralse
were admitted to practice without exam- } ypo work of the Department of Lands
fnation. Under the proposed amendment | o4 Mines, pointing out the great menace
it would be necessary for them m.é“& from forest fires, budwormz and hurri-
ture to pass an ’exaqlnation preseribed | . neq the remedy for which was preven-
by the Barristers Society. Another sec- | jo,n ~ Considering the weather condi-
"“grant out o unds ass - | convinced that the expenditures to chec!
rs and former members. | the ravages of fire were necessary and
Hon. Mr. Michaud introduced a bill | i the public interest.
relating to the town of Edmundston, 3| Dr. Roberts deplored the shooting
bill to enable the trustee.; of tthe P‘ﬁsg “accidents” in tl‘;e woods, saying: “There
" of Madawaska to issue ebentures and | s no reason under high heaven why you
another relating to the town of St.|or I traveling through the forest shouid
Leonards. il ’ be shot down like dumb brutes through
Hon. Mr. Foster introduced a bill to|n insane sporting enthusiast. All that
ovide for the payment of pensions for | would be required would be to make
teachers in the public schools. He ex-|an example of one or two of these peo-
plained that the present act provided for | ple and I feel {‘l)ll;d would find the numb:;
e maximum pension of $400 per year on|of these so0-c accidents lessen
s teacher completing thirty-five years | rapidly.” He congratulated the attorney
d was based on one-half | general on his good work, and spoke
the average salary for the last five years. | enthusiastically of the Public Works De-
Under the old law there was no allow- | partment, referring to the value of good
ce for disability. Last year there was roads. “I think,” said Dr. Roberts,
;?ud out under the act the sum of Slli,- “there is no member of this governmcgt
47. The cost to the government in { who believes there should be retrench-
ﬁ‘:l was $8,674.41, in 1913, $5,825.88; in | ment in these times more than the min-
1917, $8,303.99, and in 1921, $11,880.18. | ister of public works, but where dis hg
the new act for those in active [ going to retrench? When he advise
:ﬂ','gﬁ and not drawing pensions prior | us that there were between 10,000 and
to July 1, 1922, the maximum would be | 11,000 bridges in this province and that
$800. In the case of teachers who might |last year it was necessary to take care
bcco.mc disabled after twenty years of | of 1,100 of them in the interests of the
service there would be an allowu.lce safety of human life, we certainly could
\~ual to three-fifths of ‘the total pension | not ask him to retrench there. If he

['it has pleased the critics of it during the

undertaking to organize. The follow-

by the government at the present time| .

| attempted. No doubt dezens died from

| tistics, to prove that our school children,
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‘ we are going to be forced to let up. 'l'he{
i members of the house can do much %o |
) relieve the expenditures for one year at

least upon roads. Amnd that is to cut;
down thelr demands in their districts|
and Jet the people feel for a little the|
actual state of affairs that exist” The!
minister also praised the results accom- |
plished by the Department of Agricul-
ture. i

Public Health.

Regarding the department -of publie
health., He then went on to speak of
the transition from the old regulations
to the new, and declared that, had it not
been that a separate portfolio had been
declared and a minister of hcalth ap-
pointed, the legislation that this prov-
ince has today never would have existed.
He showed clearly that the public health
act {s neither an octupus or incubus, nor
representative of any of the epithets that

few years of its existence to hurl at it
with the hope that some one of the mis-
siles wounld administer the deadly biow.

Some of the Benefits.

Dr. Roberts continued:

“The following is a list of & few of
the aceomplishments of publie health
administration in several parts of the
outside world:

(1) The virtual abolition of bu-

“ benig plague in western civilization.

: ) The almost complete abolition
of Asiatic cholere. in Europe and
Anmerica.

(8) The widespread abolition of

i {;llow fever in many seaports of

exico and Central and South

America. i .

(4) The abolition of malaria in
_the same regions and most particu-
larly in the Panama canal-zone and
‘in most of the southern states of the
union. . * :

(6) The abolition or very great
reduction of the hookworm through-
out the southern states of the union.

(6) The gradual suppression of
sleeping sickness throughout great
tracts of the African continent.

(7) The vast reduction of small-
pox by vaccipation. :

(8) The conquest of hydrophobia
by serum innoculation. |

(9) The eighty per cent reduction
of deaths from diphtheria by anti- .
taxip,

(10) The sixty per cent reduction
or more of deaths from typhoid by
anti-typhoid vaccine and the pre-
vention of this disease and of diph-
theria by innoeulation.

(11) The reduction of deaths of
infants less than one year old by
from over one-half to two-thirds.

(12) The extension of the expec-
tation of life about fifteen years dur-
ing the last half centur{.

?18) The reduction of the normal
death rate from over twenty per
thousand to fourteen or less.

“As to a few things that have been
accomplished by the public health act
in this province during the three years
in which its services have been organ-
ized and set in motion,” said Dr. Rob-
erts, “the first was the making of a
health survey to ascertain conditions as |
they existed in 1917 in this province,
made by a -gentleman especi quali-
fied and highly recommended by Pro-.
fessor Hérman M. Biggs, of New York'
city, the latter gentleman having sug-
gested this as a wise procedure before

ing are a few of the conditions that ob-
tained under the old dispensation as
found by Mr. Hall:

The Old Conditions. /

1, Communicable diseases running
riot, as far as placarding, quaran-
tining, fumigation and school.

2. No campaign of education,

8. Deaths apparently needless from
exposure’ that should not have at-
tained.

4. No attention given to water
supplies.

5. Four great epidemics of small-
pox, thousands of cases, hundreds
of thousands of dollars much of it
unnecessary expenditure because no
named advise or supervision.

6. School buildings in rural dis-
tricts neglected and conditions ob-
taining that are absolutely depre-
ciating to the health, morals and
lives of the students who are to be
our future citizens.

7. Not any medical school inspec-
tion, but which since having been
adopted proved that at least 65 per
cent of our school children have
either physical or mental deficiency.

8. No efficient collection, collating
and publishing of vital statistics.
“Communicable disease as far as pre-
ventive measure were concerned were
running, riot, little attempt being made
to ‘quarantine or segregate cases in the

=

of education along these lines was ever

these diseases yearly that today might
have been enjoying life and adding to
the economic wealth and value of this
rovince. -This report pointed out that
ittle or no attention at all had been
given to the character of the source of
many of our water supplies; that many
of the water supplies to cities and
towns, to say nothing of villages and
hamlets, were gurrounded by physical
conditions that no doubt in the past
bad, but that positively in the future
might cause pollution of the water and
result in the introduction of typhoid and
other infectious diseases, which, in turn,
might easily develop into epidemics,
causing lasge numbers of cases of ill-
ness &nd, unfortunately, an undue per-
centags of deaths, to -say nothing of
needless expenditure.

“Again, there was. pointed out the
four great epldemics where smallpox
had taken place, resulting in thousands
of cases and tens of thousands of dollars
of expenditure for thelr partisl suppres-
sion. Much of this money was spent in
an unwise way because of there being
no one to supervise its expenditure along
economic lines. A further suggestion
that many of the school buildings and
their surroundings throughout the rural
districts, were in an undescribable con-
dition regarding the conservation not
only of health but the lives and the
morals of those who tomorrow we expect
to undertake the duties and responsi-
bilities of citizenship. ILdttle was said
by John Haull regarding the JPphysical
ang mental status of our school popula-
tion, other than to have remarked that
no doubt the percentage of children at-
tending school in this province, where
medical school inspection did not exist,
would be at least equal to that of other
states and provinces similarly situated.
I might say that since that repott was
issued. we have been able through sta-

including the condition of unhealthy
teeth (that by-the-way we are able to
say contributes very largely to the ex-
istenee of many other maladies from
which children guffer) to the extent of
sixty-five per cent. are below the nor-
mal. In other words, there are but
thirty-five per cent. of our school chil-
dren in this province that we can say
resent a normal physical status.

ed according to half the average|leaves roads partly complete for a period | P

s i the last five years of their of one or two years, this will be false
K hge: f%e teachers would contribute | economy, but he will no doubt tell you
%a the fund five per cent of their gov-| when he speaks again, that false or r.mt,,_

/
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things that you can connt upon as sure
as the  night follows the day js the
building of increased hospital accommo-
dations; provincial hospitals for the In-
sane; municipal homes; tuberculosis
hospitals, and, unfortunately, Mr. Speak-
er, jafls and penitentiaries. Just as sure
as we are here in this house of assembly
today, let me say that properly applied
Public Health legislation in this prov-

ince for a period of fifteen years will

have saved in the reduction of expenses
in management, in :increased capacity
and running expenses, sufficient money
to pay back a greater part that will
have been spent upon Public Health in
this province both by the government
and municipalities.”

Some of the Things Done.

“Now to organize, so as tg combat
these conditions effectively and take
over the additional services, we have
required just what organization we have
asked for neither more nor less. And
with this organization we have been able
to accomplish the following things im
this province:

“Forty thousand pupils have under-
gone medical school inspection. All of
these have been vaccinated, end as the
premijer intimated in hsi referemce to

interests of prevention, No eampaign this department during his address, with-

out one cent extrs cost to the munici-
palities of the province. This was a
part of the medical school inspection
gervice. Under the old regime, the mun-
icipal councils would have had to pay
private physicians either fifty cents or
one dollar per scholar. What does this
mean—forty thousand school children

childhood that

most important.

important fac

is

“If that obtains at this period of their
lives, Mr. Speaker, what must we look
for during the later years? One of lhe

R

' What every mother
| should know—

HE one subject nearest a
mother’s heart is the welfare
of her children. It is during

Weak, under-nourished chil-
dren seldom develop into vigor-
ous, healthy men and women.

- Malnutrition produces anemic
constitutions, liable to many regular
di . -Food is the most

velopment of children.

An interesting fact to every
mother in Canada

Nuts, served with
milk or cream, is

\ Grape-N

vacelnated? It means an army of de-
fense when the much to be dreaded
scourge of smallpox presents itself and
the barrier over which it is absolutely
impossible for smallpox to gain an en-
trance.

“Further, from year to year, every
scholar that enters school must become
vaccinated. In country districts, remem-~
ber, as well as in the city. This means
a continued line of defense becoming
stronger year by year, As a result of
this service, together with the fact that
upon every occdsion of an outbreak of
smallpox, which is recurring almost
every week or two, due to people com-
ing from lumber camps, from neighbor-
ing states and provinces, there are large
numbers being vaccinated as contaets.
Just e few years more of such a service
and apart from the individual case com-
ing within our gates, above referred to,
there will be no opportunity for a spread
among others.

“Fpom careful reports made of some
twenty-five years of experience under
other forms of health legislation, there
is no doubt in my mind, the annual sav-
ing to the province as a whole, an
amount that would represent nearly the
net amount of money today being paid
out in support of the department at
Fredericton and its staff,

“Will my honorable friends discount
this and say that this service is not
efficient? And, if so, will they kindly
place upon the table of the house some
other plan that will be less expensive
and more efficient?

“Kindly remember that practically all
I have referred to thus far concerns the

their health is

growing b

tor in the de-

this: Grape-

complete food.
Grape-Nuts is

the wholesome, delicious cereal
made of whole wheat flour and
malted barley. It is rich in nutri-
tive mineral salts that supply
strength and nourishment to the
oa}; tissues. Your
children will
Begin today to make Grape-
Nuts, with milk or cream, the
breakfast dish—not only
for the children, but for you and
the others as well.

Your grocer sells Grape-Nuts,
the same delicious Grape-Nuts
that is served in the leading hotels
and restaurants of Canada.

The cost of Grape-Nuts is
litttle—because of the large num- | §
ber of dishes ycu can serve from |
one peckage.

uts — the Body Builder
%There's a Reason”’

Made by Canadian Postum Cereal Co., Limited, Windsor, Out.

folk in rural districts whom my friends
in opposition claim are not in need of
such health legislation. S

“In addition to the vaccination of
school children, we have attempted to
make a careful physical examination of
every child attending the public school
in this province, at the latest, during his
second year in attendance and‘endeavor
to have pointed any condition either
physical or mental that would serve to
depreciate his future rogress in seek-
ing an education and later in life that
would render it other than a perfect
citizen. : LN

“Can my hearers for one moment esti-
mate what a service such as I have just
outlined, properly applied and carried
out would mean to this province, not
onlv alang the lines of health, peage and
Wappiness but, when you considér how
mucu money would be saved and taxes
eventually lowered because of such sav-
ing? Reduce, if you will, fifty per cent.
at least of the cause ‘for hospitalization,
both general tuberculosis, insane, for the
indigent, municipal homes, children’s aid,
many instances orphan’s home, and, in
case of criminals, your jails and peni-
tentiaries, and I do not think it would
take a specialist in mathematics to see
plainly what the results would be and
yet, do my friends still contend ‘that the
cost to this country is preponderous and
should be reduced? Mr. Speaker, you
will kindly bear in mind what this great
exptnditure meansg-practically insuring,
as it does, our citizens against epidem-~
les, contagious diseases, such as smallpox,
typhoid, diphtheria, etc., preventing the
cost connected with illness and, in many

rive on it.

instances, death of those who are near
and dear to us. I say, do you realize

that the expenditure for all of this
amounts to twenty-five cents per capita
or about one mill on the dollar of the
taxable values of this province,

“While the physicians who have been
acting as medical school inspectors have
co-operated faithfully, and considering
the limited time at their disposal and,
perhaps, -in some instances their ineligi-
bility from a practical viewpoint, have
rendered 8o good a service, nevertheless,
lacking in time and techniuge, they have
not been able to make the character of
examination of the individual child in
many instances as called for today by
schools who have set: aside a post-
graduate course especially for such a
service. \

“When a physician examines a child
under the provisions of medical school

‘inspection, it is most important in jus-

tice to the child, to the state and to pos-
terity, that nothing, regardless of how
incipient or latent the condition may be,
that would predispose . that child to
mental or physical inefficiency later on,
should be overlooked. So, having,this in
mind for more than a year, I have noted
some of the lapses just referred to, such
as many of the schools not being called
upon at all; and when done so, in many
instances a most superficial examination
made for reasons above referred to. To
this end, I might say, that during the
year I have met the several sub-districts
Boards of Health in groups and laid be-
fore them the idea of declaring -some six
medical school inspectoral areas and
over each to have placed an all-time
man, who would give his entire attention
to this work, and would not be per-
mitted to carry on private practice and
would also be available to aid the de-
partment in case of epidemic or other
emergency. And I might say, that with
one exception all were unanimous in
giving the suggestion a trial for one year,
my having assumed the responsibility of
providing a more efficient service at no
greater cost than the sub-district board’s
estimate for medical school inspection
last year.

Optional,

“T have decided to make tiis service
optional this year, so that any one of the
groups may, beginning with July nexf
arrange their medical school inspection
in #his way. Then we will be able io
demonstrate the difference in the results
of tne work achieved. The boards who
do not acquiesce at this time with the
idea gy then, as before, make their own _
arrangements. I might say that I have
approached the government with the sug-
gestion that, if if is at ali possible, that
they next year will take over this service
and that either in part or the whole pro-

{ vide the financial support. They are

looking kindly on the proposition and I
am led to Believe that if the finances of
the province become sufficiently buoy-
ant, they may undertake this to aid this
very important service.

“You must remember that in inaugu-
rating this Public Health Service the
government of this province did not wish
for one momert to become dictatorial to
the municipalities, or, as our friends are
pleased to denominate it, to become au- -
tocratic, but they did feel that with the
returns of the war and epidemic coming
in, that there should be some different
form cf legislation than pre-existed. The
fiaming of such was left with myselfs
after going most thoroughly through abe
most every piece of public hesith logis
lation, in England, Australis, Canada
and the United States, with the result as
you s&ee. Tle government was willing
to establish the central bureau so as to

‘bhe wble in this way to give adviece and

administer but at tlc time it was im-
ossible to ecarryv the whole burden and,
Continued on page 10, first column)




