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the Atlantic provinces, the (fanada Pacific wust do for our rela
tions with the Pacific provinee ; and if I could present before
you in a prophetic picture all that would follow from the estab
lishment of such a connection, and the trade of the great sea and
lands beyond, which might flow through our country, you as
eitizens of a commercial city, as well as in the capacity of votaries
of science and scientific art, would at once say that at almost
any sacrifice this great work should be execated. The difficul-
ties in the way are undoubtedly great—so great that this gene
ration of Canadians should scarcely be called upon to overcome
them unaided, but they are probably not insurmountable, and
the mode of meeti. = them is certainly at present the greatest
public problem that our statesmen have to solve. Tt is further
undoubtedly the duty of those whose scientific studies show them
the grandeur of this great (uestion and the nature of the prae-
tical results of its aolution, to aid in every way that they can
the progress towards an unobstructed highway *hrough our terri-
tory from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

[f it is in our power thus to bring together the resources of
the whole breadth of the Continent, we may hope to consolidate
our connection with the Mother Country by making ourselves
indispensable to her interests, to relieve ourselves from the calling
commercial yoke laid upou us by our neighbors, to provide
homes and work for the surplus population of our older ;;rnviucw,
to build up the wealth of ereat trading centres, and to render
vast and naturally wealthy regions productive of subsistence for
millions of men.

When I look forward to the future of this country and base
my anticipations, not on the merely human elements of to-day,
but on the geologic treasures laid up in past ages, I see the
Dominion of Canada with a population as great as that of the
United States, and with some of the greatest and wealthiest
cities of this continent in Nova Scotia and British Columbia.
Geologists are not merely prophets of the past, they know some-
thing of the future as well. It might perhaps be well if we
could inoculate our statesmen with a healthy belief in the geo-
logical future of Canada, or even with some faint idea of the
billions of dollars of accessible treasures that lie beneath the 80i]
of British Columbia and Nova Scotia. We might then see
them put forth some effort to realize this E1 Dorado within the
time of those now living, rather than contentedly allow it to wait
the action of men wiser and more energetic than ourselves,
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