(7

hr

¥ echlip Ob

T ———

S

Established in 1818,

Under the title of ¢ Tag S'r,\n."} Whole No. 1187.

e

-

QryYy

nea

L

&

ST. JOHN, TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1841.

e

e ——— ———

Vor. XIIT. No. 36.

PUBLISHED ON TUESDAYS, BY

DONALD A. CAMERON.

TEenMe—13s, per annum, exclusive of ostage, half in {

advance.

For we know that “ Barrossa” they claim
And what is an uglier poser,

Inscribed on their records of fame,
We find the “ Battaile de Tolosa” !*

ORIGINAL POETRY.

| e i

TO

Colonel W. F. P. Narisr, C. B.

The following Lines

(The rough production of a few hours,)

Commemorative of the glorious achievements of the Pe-
ninsular War,
and of the recent events in Syria and India,
are most respectfully inscribed

The Colonel’s very obedient, humble Servant,

and Admirer,
! The Author,

[8= The lines in question are from the pen of *“Cap-
tain O'Havrronaw, 69th Regt.,” and were introduced in

the course of a “ Lecture upon War” delivered by that

Officer, in the Hall of the Mechanics’ Institute, St. John,
New-Brunswick, on the 16th February, 1841, before an
assemblage of upwards of 700 persons. |

——
The “ARMYand NAVY,” the ¢ radiant Gemini»
of England.

"Midst all the bright stars of the sky,
As plain as if legibly written ;

There are “two” which point out to the eye,
The ‘“gemini glories” of Britain.

One points to our heroes in red,

And one to our heroes in blue ;
What foe shall Britannia dread,

With bulwarks so gallant and true ?

See “ Beyrout,” and “ Sydon” in heaps,

And * Acre”—an acre of dshes—
Wherever our armament sweeps,

"Tis “ thus,” that she * settles their hashes.”

‘Whatever the work to be done,

Be it “broad-side,” or * bay'net,” or “ rapier”;
On.ocean, or shore, its’ all one,

We are never in want of a % Napier” 1

All hail to the Hero by land !
All hail to the Hero by water!

All hail to the heart and the hand,
Undaunted through peril and slaughter !

No “title” lends grace to his worth ;
But fear'd by each foreign beholder,
More thaa all the proud titles on earth,
Are the * Commodore's swabs” on his shoul-
der!

Let “ France” at our victories fret,

And threaten our arms with perdition;
Perchance we may favor her yet,

With a “ Waierloo second edition” !

If she mind not the cost of the bill,
England is ready to credit her;
The “type” is available still,
And 80 is the “ Wellington Editor” !

Let  Giant America” crow
Of her Navy, as firm as the granite ;
What “ star in her flag” can she shew,
Like the “ NeLsoy, or WeLLiNaToN Pra-
NET P

Let her strike “ Yankee Doodle,” and Jjig it,
Let her boast be as loud as her cannon ;

And for ev'ry proud “ Chesapeake Frigate,’
We'll treat ﬂer at least with a “ Shannon !

She may swagger away, and defy,
But if she attempts to oul-jarvey ;

Let her keep “ Stoney Creek” in one eye,
And the other, on “ chivalrous Harvey 't

And “ Russians” the warning may take,

How they try of our thrones to rescind us;
We can tell them our eyes arc awake,

To their “ tricks” on the banks of the * Indus.”

And though no “ Sir Arthur” is there,

They shall still find a welcome befitting ’em ;
For I think we’ve o match for the “ bear,”

Inthe “bull-dog,”  Sir Samuel Whittingham "'}

What Triumphs have laurell’d our way,
Over all who have ventured to dare us ;
From the glorious field of “./ssaye”,
To the glorious “ Hill,” at % Almaraz

Here “ NeLsos” in victory bleeds !

And there in the van of the Squadrons,
See “ Cochrane” impetuous leads,

The ¢ ceur-de-lion” of the moderns |

Soon comes “ Vimiera” in view,
Its proud summit, who can attain it ?
Why that can a ¢ WeLLineToN” do,
And carry it too with the bay'net !

Here “ /nglesea,”§ fearless of scars,
Impetuous ,gursts to the onsct ;

And “brightest of Chivalry’s stars,”
“ Moore,” finds in % Corunna” a sunset !

There “ Picton”| to victory calls;

And now in a spirit that’s madder,
On “ Badahoz” murderous walls,

He plants the all-conquering ladder !

Nor pass we “ Fittoria” by,

Few laurels have come to us fairer,
But even our laurels must sigh,

O’er the records of “fierce Albuéra ™1

'T'was stoutly—'twas gallantly done—
And our honor untarnish'd thou savedst,

But thy terrible field was not won,
Unbought by the blood of the bravest !

From thee to “ Busaco” we turn,
Bright, rapid, and grand as the Meteor ;
Though it seems our prond foes have to learn,
That they were right-heartily beat here.

* This name may well awaken feclings of pride, in the
bosom of every Englishman. It is illustrious equally
for the superior gitts of mind, as well as the pre-eminent
chivalry of heart, which have distinguished all its pos-
sessors.  To ‘‘ Baron Napier,” of Murchistoun Hall,
Scotland, ancestor of the present family, is due the ho-
nour of the invention of “ Logarithms.”  He published
in 1614, the first table of these numbers, in a small trea-
tise L'nl’i,lled “ Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis Des-
criptio.

Who is unacquainted with the “é’allanl Sailor,” who
in 1833, in command of Don Pedro’s Fleet, achieved by
*‘boarding,” so brilliant a victory over the far more nu-
murous squadron of Don Miguel ? and who is now add-
ing fres]ﬂauruls to his brow on the coast of Syria.

Who is unacquainted with England’s great Militar:
Historian, the  Author of the Peninsular War,” or with
his two noble brothers, Major Gencrals Sir Charles
James, and Sir George Thomas Napier?

1 “ Sir John,"”—Lieutenant Governor of New-Bruns-
wick, and Commander of the Forces in New-Brunswick
and Nova-Scotia.

1 Commander-in-Chief at “ Madras.”—Captain O'H.
had the honor of serving on this distinguished Officer’s
Staff, at Barbadoes,

§ Lost a leg at * Waterloo.”” There is hardly a mem-
ber of this noble and chivalrous family, who have not
left some such token on the field of battle.

Il This gallant Officer fell jgloriously leading his men
to the charge at * Waterloo.'

T Fought by “Lord Béfesford” aginst the * renotn-
ed Soult”

“ Great Nupier,’t to thee I must leave,
To record the exploits of “ Vincente”
“ Salamanca,” % Roleia,” “ Nive,”
“ Talavera”—and some other twenty.

May laurels the brightest invest,

Thy “ chivalrous truth,” and thy labour ;
'Twere worthy of Albion’s best,

To foil thee with “pen” or with “ sabre "

Now last at “fierce Hugomont's gates,”
His “ actions” his only bravado ;

Like a rock “proud Macdonell”} awaits,
The burst of the Gallic tornado.

But even Macdonell with thee,
There’s a sword and a spirit that vieth ;
All hail to the Hero, 'tis “ He,”

The “ Life- Guardsman”§—the = “ British Go-
liath ™

Hail “ Murray,” and “ Craufurd” and  Leith,”
And “ Thou” brave defender of “ Herat,”||

Right well have ye earn’d the “green wreath,”
The “ palmam qui meruit ferat I”

Hail “Combermere,”" “ Stewart,”** and “ Cole,”
Hail ¢ Somerset,’tt “Paget,”t and “ Vivian ;"
“ Ye heroes in name and in soul,”
Not soon shall ye sink into oblivion !

Hail ‘Colborne,'§§ and ‘Campbell,|||| and ‘Baird,’
Hail ‘Beresford,’ ¢ Barnard,’ avid * Jackson® ;79
Eoach peril ye nobly have shar'd,
And prov'd that your lineage is “ Saron.”

Hail ¢ Codrington,'(a) ¢ Exmouth'(b) and * Howe,’
Hail ‘Sln;gurd'(Q) and gallant ¢ Sir Sidney’ (1)

“ Hearts of Ouk from the stern to the bow,”
Your “deeds” well betoken your “kidney."’

Success to our Soldiers in red,
Success to our Sailors in blue ;

May the halo of glory be shed,
Transcendant on all that they do!

But still, “O OUR GOD,” unto “'THEE,”
Let us gratefully raise the “ Hosanna” ;

And “THE LORD OUR DEFENCE,” ever be
The “motto” of ALB10N'S banner !

[P. 8.—To those not mentioned 1]

Kempt, Paek, Graham, Blakeney, Hardinge, Col-
ville, Keane, Ponsonby, &c. &c. &ec.
Ye “ Warriors unmention'd,” 1 slight not your
claims,
Think not I beseech you "tis so meant
I have left out indeed some “bright chivalrous
names,”
But they came not to mind at the moment !

* Toulouse.
t The “ Historian,” Col. W. F. P,

+““Sir James” ; serving on the Staff of Canada.

§ ' Serjeant Shawe.”

I A Subaltern Officer.
Author’s memory.)

9 Late * Sir Stapylton Cotton.”

*+ Present “Lord Londonderry.” Author of the Nar-
rative of the Peninsular War.

tt Lords “ Fiitzroy” and “Robert,” The former per-
formed the arduousand responsible duty of A. D. C. and
Military Secretary to the Duke of Wellington, through-
out the cqmﬁmgns in Spain, Portugal,France, and Flan-
ders.  His Lordship has a “Cross and 5 Clasps” for his
distinguished services. He lost his right arm at Water-
loo, and was likewise wounded at Busaco.

it “Sir Edward” ; Glovernor of Chelsea Hospital. Sir
Edward lost his right arm at the Action of Oporto.
Served in Flanders and Holland in 1794—was present
in the Naval Action off “Cape St. Vincent,” in '97—
wounded in Egypt, and performed distinguished service
in the Retreat and Battle of Corunna.

§5 Present “Lord Seaton.”

llli “ Sir Colin’'; late Lieutenant Governor of Nova-
Scotia.

917 *“Sir Richard Downes'"; presentCommander of the
Forces in Canada.

(a) and (b) Heroes of “ Navarino,” and Algiers.”

(1) The one celebrated for the defence of Acre, in 1799.
—(2) The other for its reduction, in 1840,

(His name has escaped the

iscellancous.

Frienosuir.—* Friendship derives all its
beauty and strength from the qualities of the
heart, or from virtuous or lovely dispositi-
ons ; or should these be wanting, some sha-
dow of them must be present; it can never
dwell long in a bad heart or mean dispositi-
on. It is a passion limited to the nobler part
of the species, for it can never co-exist with
vice or dissimulation. Without virtue, or
the supposition of it, friendship is only a
mercenary leage, or a tie of interest, which
must of course dissolve when that interest
decays, or subsists no longer. Itisa com-
position of the noblest passions of the mind :
a just state and love of virtue, good sense,
thorough candour and benignity of heart,and
a generous sympathy of sentiment and affec-
lions, are the essential ingredients of this
nobler passion. When it originates from
love, and esteem is strengthened by habit,
and mellowed by time, it vields infinite
pleasure, ever new and ever growing. Itis
the best support amongst the numerous trials
und vicissitudes of life, and gives a relish to
most of our engagements. What can be
imagined more comfortable than to have a
friend to console us in afflictions, to advise
with in doubtful cases, and share our felicity 7
What firmer anchor is there for the mind,
tossed like a vessel on the tumultuous waves
of contingencies, than this? [t esalts our
nobler passions, and weakens our evil incli-
nations ; it assists us to run the race of virtue
with a steady and undeviating course. From
loving, esteeming, and endeavouring to feli-
citate particular people, a moro general pas-
sion will arise for the whole of mankind.
Confined to the society of a few, we look
upon them as the representatives of the
many, and from friendship learn to cultivate
philanthropy.— Sir H. Davy.

Bourparove used no action ; Bossuet and
Massilon used much ; the action of the last
was particularly admired. It produced an
extraordinary effect, when he pronounced
his funeral oration upon Lounis XIV. The
church was hung with black, a magnificent
mausoleum was rnised over the bier, the
edifice was filled with trophies and other me-
morials of the monarch’s past glories, day-
light was excluded, but innumerable tapers
supplied its place, and the ceremony was at-
tended by the most illustrious persons in the
kingdom. Massillon ascended the pulpit,
contemplated, for some moments, the scene
before him, then raised his arms to beaven,

looked down on the scene beneath, and, af-
ter a short pause; * Mesfreres Dicu scul est
grand! My friends! “God only is great !"
With one impulse, all the auditory rose from
their seats, turned to the altar, and slowly
and reverently bowed.

PLeasure or A Garpen.— The pleasure
and enjoyments of the garden are so nume-
rous and varied, that, be the state of any one
what it may, this must be considered as the
foremost and most plensurable part of the
whole establishment. When, after the fam-
ily of a citizen have lived for some time in
their suburban villa, with its little patch of
ground, its comfortable walks, its neat beds
and borders, its shrubs, and all the little et
ceteras of even the humblest horticulture,—
circumstances require thewm to return to the
city, the grand privation which they—the
females and young pople especinlly-deplore,
is the want of the garden. The house may
be cunvenient, the apartments more spacious,
the furniture more costly, the viands more
choice, and the company may be more nu-
merous, frequent, and agreeable; but there
is no garden! As we ascend higher in the
ranks of society, and there are larger sums
to expend upon pleasurable subjects, and
more leisure for the enjoyment of them, the
garden rises in importance in a higher ratio,
perhaps, than the means of procuring and
enjoying it

Tue Puysician.—The life of a physician
isa life of contradiction. He is slandered,
abuged and derided ; yet he is sought with

families. His opinion can blanch the cheek,
or suffuse the eye with tears of joy; and his
lips are as closely watched as if from them
proceeded the issues of life and death. Ile
lives by the woes of others; and while he
would starve if constant health were the at-
tribute of our race, he is endcavouring to
banish sickness from among men, while sue-
cess in his avocation would ruin him forever.
He is always engaged in o war against his
own bread and butter.

Tne Punisuvent or Deata.—Among the
crimes still punishable with death in Great
Britain, are—highway robbery, with violence
—burglary, with violence to the person —pi-
racy, with violence—holding out false lights
to cause shipwreck—-setting fire to ships, to
buildings to the danger of human life—mur-
der, treason, and embezzlement, by officers of
the Bank of England.

e

The following lines, from the pen of the Rev.
Joux PierronT, of Boston, were addressed to a
clerical friend, on the death of his only son. Their
spirit will find a response in many a bereaved
heart.

T cannot make him dead !
His fair sunshiny head
Is ever bounding round my study chair ;
Yet, when my eyes, now dim
With tears, I turn to him,
The vision vanishes—he is not there !

1 walk my parlor floor,
And, through the open door,
I hear a footfall on his chamber stair 3
I'm stepping toward the hall
To give the boy a call ;
And then bethink me that—he is not there !

I thread the crowded street :—
A satchel’d lad I meet, s
With the same beaming eye and colored hair ;
And, as he’s running by,
Follow him with my eye,
Scarcely believing that—he is not there !

I know his face is hid
Under the coffin lid ;
Closed are his eyes ;—cold is his forehead fair ;
My hand that marble felt ;
O’er it, in prayer, I knelt ;
Yet my heart whispers that—he is not there !

1 cannot make him dead !
When passing by the bed,
So long watched over with paternal care,
My spirit and my eye
Seek it inquiringly
Before the thought comes that—he is 1ot there !

When, at the cool, gray break
Of day, from sleep Fwake,

With my first breathing of the morning air
My soul goes up, with joy,
To him who gave my boy,

Then comes the sad thought that—he is not there!

When, at the day’s calm close,
Before we seek repose,
I'm with his motber, offering up our prayer,
Whate'er I may be saying,
I am, in spirit praying
For our boy’s spirit, though—he is not there !

Not there |—Where, then, is he ?
The form 1 used to see
Was but the raiment that he used to wear.
he grave, that now doth press
Upon that cast-off dress,
Is but his wardrobe locked ;—he is not there !

He lives !—In all the past
He lives ; nor to the last,
Of seeing him again will I despair;
In dreams I'see him now ;
And, on his angel brow,
I see it written, ¢ Thou shalt see me there !

Yes, we all live to God !
Farner ! thy chastening rod
So help us, thine afflicted ones, to bear,
‘That, in the spirit land,
Meeting at thy right hand,
"T'will be our heaven to find that—he is ‘.}Im;’!

e

The Nile now wears the aspeet of an Eu-
ropean river. It is to be seen constantly
traversed by four steam-boats conveying
mails and passengers. That of Mr. Galway
is the most rapid. It made the passage from
Boulae to Rosetta in 17 hours less time than |
the Pacha’s steamer. On the Nile are (\Isu)
three guu-bonts with the Roman flag flying |
over them. They have ou board the co-
lumns from Upper Egypt, which Mehemet
Ali has given to the P'ope. The Arabs gaze
with astonishment as these flags, which re-
present St. Peter and St. Paul at full length,
with flowing beards, and ask whether they
are not standards of the Jews, as the counte-

avidity, and freely received into the bosom of

deserts of Arabia, our communications are
intercepted at all points. Kveu the caravans
from Suez are plundered. M. Love- Weimar
has, in consequence, been obliged to relin-
quish his journey, and return to Cairo.

* Mamma,” said a little fellow, whose
mother had forbid him drawing horses and
ships on the mahogany sideboard with a
sharp noil--“*Mamma, this aint a nice house.
At Sam Rackett’s we ean cut the sofa, and
pull out the hair, and ride the shovel and
tongs over the carpet; but here we can't get
any fun at all I”
S—

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

e e
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,
Thursday, Feb. 12.
Debate on the Bill for the duration of the Assembly.
(Continued.)

Mr. End said the speech that had just been deli-
vered, must have great weight with the Committee ;
and the Hon. gentleman had well replied to the re-
flections that had been cast upon the House by the
mover of the Bill. It would often happen in the
beat of debate that a gentleman might make use of
expressions, which would not occur to him in his
cooler moments ;-but there was no excuse when he
made his opening speech upon a measure ; and makes
apsertions that are unwarrantable, and parliamentarily
wlse, Because the House refused to receive a peti-
tion and pass u bill which they had rejected after ha-
ving duly weighed the political motives and private
6bjects of the udvocates, were gentlemen to be told
that the House had forfeited its purity and integrity?
The learnedgentleman said he should not go at length
into the consideration of the measure, which as it
regarded its effects personally, he would discuss with
a3 much freedom as he could any other question ; but
he would consider it as it regarded the character of
this Province, and the interests of its inhabitants.
He would not go to those Colonies for example,
where rebellion had shown itself, nor ruke up in the
murky recesses of radicalism for authorities on the
precent occasion. It was with grief he alluded to
Nova Scotia ; but he would not go there for a mo-
del. His hon. friend on his left had shown, that
there existed no necessity for the Bill then before the
Committee ; and that it would be quite time enough
to adopt it, when the mother country sets the exam-
ple. Besides he said, it is in the power of govern-
ment, if there were an expression of popular feeling,
snd to which the representatives of the couutrywould
not listen; to dissolve the House and send hon.
members back to their constituency, When rebel-
lion was raging in the neighbouring colonies; and in-
vasion threatened this Province ; what did the House
do,—and he ulluded to the circumstance with delica-
ey, for he should ever reflect with heartfelt pride,
{upon his conduct on that oceasion.—Did they not
place at the disposa! of the government, the entire
available resources of the country for the purpose of
defence.  And should they be told because the
House would not pass a paltry measure, that it was
anworthy the confidénce of the country. Let any
man take up the Treasurer’s accounts, sud then
say after perceiving the loug list of appropiiations,
whether the interests of the country wete disregurded,
or its requirements unprovided for. The learned gen-
tleman said he had nothing to say further j—if he
had, he should probubly be only repeating the argu-
men's of his hon. friend on the left, who had taken
the lead in opposing the Bill; who had held * the
mirror up to nature,” and showed the motives for
this attempt at ugitation ; for it was begging for agi-
tation, and putting arguments into the mouths of
discontented persons—of a few lap-stone politicians 3
who would reduce the Province to the level of a re-
bell ous colony on the ene hand, and half-rebel on the
other.  He meant to cast no slur upon s useful body
of mer; it was not a class of persons to whom he
alluded, but toa contemptible individual, who re-
minded him of Swift’s tale of the tub; and whose he-
ro seeks for persecution, that he may have something
to boast and talk of.  Let hon. gentlemen compare
the situation of the present Ilouse, with what it
would be were frequent elections to take place. At
present they kuow and appreciate each other’s tu-

fitted aud adjusted; and which works well for the
public good. Ye: this is the machine which the bon.
movir of the present Bill would injure. If the pub-
lic voice called for the alteration, he for one would
comply with its desires ; but he would not go about
hegging for agitation. The people of this country
are satisfied, and have every confidence in the A ssem-
bly; and gentlemen could not meet & man who does
not appreciate it, He thought the Committee had |
better give the measure the go-by, as the more it
wus discussed, the more they would hear of it; and
it would become o fit subject for the designing and
ill-disposed. He believed they were all doing the
best they could for the country, muny of them had
pussed together through evil and good report. And
w 8!l solemnity he hoped they felt the importance of
their trust ; they were all answerable to their con-
sciences, their constituents, and their God ; and must
all account for their doings herafter ; and for one he
was prepared to vole against a factious measure.

Mr. Brown said the question was too grave and
important,to be dismissed in the unc i man=
ner recommended by the learned member who had
'ast spoken ; and ulthough he agreed to many of the
sruments advanced by the opposers of theBill,yet he
amented that reflections had been cast upon other co-
lonies which certuinly were uncalled for, and that ap-
pellutions had been used which did not at all apply.
It was well known that the rebellion in Upper Cana-
du had been subdued by the valour and loyalty of a
part of the people themaelves, without militury assis-
tance, and that Nova Scotiu had generously offered
the whole of her strength and resources when this
Province was threatened with invasion. Nova Scotia
was but late'y in the same state in which this Pro-
vince was pluced a few years ago, and so far from be-
ing inclined to rebellion, was really struggling for the
free exercise of the principles of British Liberty which
she had now happily obtained. e Mr. B, had tuken
ar active part in ull the measures which led to the
change which had taken place here; but the idea of

lents, and it may he compared to a machine properly |

! evil, often causing heart-burnings and ions in

society, and tending also to derange that regular pro-
| cess of legislation, which was best cartied on by a
;set of men well acquainted with the business of the
! country and with one another. He would not there-
fore support any Bill like the present, until it shonld
sppear by petition to be the wish of a majority of the
people.

Mr. L. A Wilmot could not avoid expressing his
regret, that such reflections had been cast upon
neighbouring colonies. There had been a time and
that not far distant, when many persons were pleased
to denounce the people of this Province as rebellious
and disaffected, because they dared to raise the voice
of remonstrance against existing abuees in the go-
vernment, We hud gained our point and were eon.
tented; but other colonies bad hot been so success-
ful; why then should euch denunciations be uttered
against our brethern of Nova Scotia; when they are
but pressing forward to the nttainment of that point
of political elevation, to whieh we had so happily been
raised. The hon., and learned member from Glou-
ceeter, gives ourselves credit for being a loyal anc
devoted peopl:; and as a proof of our devotion, he
had referred to the liberal grant of all our available
resources to the government, for the purpose of re-
pelling a threatened invasion in 1839,—and also to
the cheers which resounded in this House, when that
grant was made. If that be considered a proof of
loyalty, how did Nova Scotia stand as to the charge
of disaffection ? She first made the liberal offer—in
ber Legislative Haulls was first heard the novel ac-
companiment to s Resolution, of three British cheers.
We of this Province but followed her generous and
thrilling example.  He, Mr. W. gave all credit to
the Reformers of Nova Seotia for purity of intention
and loyalty of purpose, and believed that their en-
deavours were directed solely with a view to ad vance
the general interests of their country ; he, Mr. W,
therefore exceedingly regretted that such sllusions
bad been made to that Province. So much for that.
Then with reference to the Bill before the eommittee,
he thought it involved a grave question and should
be deliberately discussed.  When any organie change
was sought to be brought sbout in any portion of the
government, lie had always supposed it should only
be to avoid either existing evils or those which might
be rationally apprehended.
the Bill had not attempted to justify the Bill in either
of these points of view ; but had brought forward

and uncalled for by experience.

of the existing septennial law, had only given an

and therefore ifany good reason whatever had been
given§for quadrenuin! parliaments, they had practical-
ly existed under the septinnial law. It had been
said by the hon. und learned member for Gioucester,
that the Bill before the committee had originated
with some coterie in Westmorland; he Mr. W.
would not say that.  When an hon. member intro-
duced a measure he makes it his own, und he Mr.
W, was disposed to give the hon. mover credit for
sincerity ; and he took it for granted that the measure
was his own.  What were the lon. mover’s ar-
guments ? one reason assigned by him was, that as
quadrewnial parliaments had been established in the
surrounding colouies, they should be introduced here,
Why not then engraft the whole of their laws on
our Statute Book atonce? The enactment of a
law in one colony affords no good reason for the en-
nctment of that lsw in all the surrounding colonies.
livery ptovince has its peculiarities, and one stand-
ard of Legislation would not answer for all. It
was true that the Impericl Purlinment had given
the term of duration contended for to the Assembly
of the new Province of Canada; bur he should like
to see what would be the result of the experiments
there, as it was but a mere experiment. The reason
for its ensctment in that Province was very obvious,
It was to nid in reconciling if possible men of the
contending porties by giving a mere immediate con-
trol, apparently, over the represenative branch. The
learned gentleman said he had in his hand, a petition
fiom the table of the House, recently presented from
unumber of his constitucnts, to whose opinions he
was alwuys disposed to pay due respect; but he
must say that he thought on this ogcasion they had
incurred the charge of incousistency ; for in one part
of the petition they say that elections are productive
of very greatevils in the community, by engendering
stiife and party feeling, and so on, And then they
suggest that the duration of the Assembly should be
shortened, which would produce a more frequent oc-
currence of those evils: that is—an election once in
seven years, occasionsna great deal of mischief—if
you will only allow us to have an election ouce in
four years, we shall have a great deal more, and will
submit to it. But then this petition at the same
time, asked foran amendment of the election law.
Now if the Provinciai constituency wished the du-
ration of Assemblies shortencd, let them come for-
ward and say so. If they were dissatisfied with
their vepresentatives, let them say so. He Mr, W.,
however was inclined to think that there was no such
dissaticfuction ubroad in the country. Go to which-
ever portion of the provinee he could, and he had
yearly opportunities of visiting most of the Counties
and conversing with many of the inhabitants—he
found the people in general prosperous and happy.
He referred hon. members to the rapid inerease of
populution; let them look to the amazing extension
of our Revenue. Let them look to the vast im-
provements in our roads, in every quarter, to the
rapidly improving state of our agriculture, and to
the liberal expenditure for the purpose of diffusing
education, and let them ask the hon. mover of the
Bil', how our advancement in every one of these
respects, could have been accelerated by quad-
rennisl parlismente ?  If all ba well with the
country, why make experiments on Legislation—
—why an organic change in our Constitution ? He
was awure thut in almost every county in the Pro-
vince, there could be found a few meddiing—diseon-
tented fellows, who often attempted to inteifere with
political questions, of which they were tatally igno-
rant; and who would be very glad to huve elections
take place much more frequently, The learned gen.
tleman Lere related an anecdote from Knickerbocker’s
History of New York,—where old Deter Stuyvesant
the Governor, once turning a corner snddenly, caught
an ignorant fellow haranguing a crowd on his bad

rebellion had uever entered his mind. He said that
while he did not agree with the mover of the H|Il.'

had in any way deserved the very severe castigation
which he had received.
#ible with the reflections cast on the adjoining colo-

walls of the House.

led for by the people.  He had received no instrue- |
. . )
tions whatever from his constituents, and was not |

aware that one of them wished him to advocute the

ing evident that the petition from Fredericton contem-
plated the shortening the time of holding Elections, as

nances of the fizures are decidedly Jewish.

Since Mchemet Ali lost the command of the

the example of the Imperial Parlisment.

nies, none of which he hoped would go beyond the | with such matters sgain,

government. Peter advanced towards the politician,
aa rapidly us his wooden leg would allow him; and
tuking out his watch held it up to the orator and de-

that the House ought to be dissolved for refusing his | sired him to repair it. The undertaking was declined,
favourite measure of dividing the County of West-| on the ground that such business was out of his line;
morland ; neither did he think that that gentleman | and therefore he was ignorant of ir. Upon this, Pe-

| ter’s indignation broke forth, and being somewhat
This was equally reprehen- ] despotic, be silenced the orator and ordered him home,

and threatened that if he ever caught bim meddling
he would have him flayed

With respect to the Bill itself | alive, and his skin stretched for u drum-head, that he
—should it become a law, the present House would | might make a noise to some purpose. He mentioned
terminate and the duration of future Assemblies Lie | this to show that it was no new thing, to find med-
reduced to four years. His own opinion was, that | dlers in polities ; but it was not from such persons,
seven years was too long a period of service, and he [ but from the thinking, intelligent members of the
was willing to ndopt four year Parliaments when cal- | community they should derive information as to the

popular will ; some of the poor cinsses might wish
for quadrennial electious from interested motives ; but
it was a difficult thing to fiad any persou, who could

measure.  In fact there wus no petition from any | give a substantial reason for the amendment of our
quarter whereon to predicate the presont Bill, it be- | present law. Tuke the country throughout, and it

will be found that the utmost coufidence was reposed
in the different branches of the Legislature ; but

well as the duration of Assemblies. He did not cousi- | should a contrary fecling arise—should the econstitu-
der the example of the other colonies as affording suffi- ' ency find that the piesent length of our Parliament
cient reasous for departing from a practice so long | rendered their Representatives faithless to their im-
estublished, and was satisfied that so long as a change | portant trust—then let them come forward and settle |
was not called for by the people, it was best to fullow | their complaints.—

As it is their privilege at all times

He Mr W. was fa-

Bat the hon. mover of
the measure gratuitously, unasked for by the country,

average duration of four years to each Honse, "since
the first General Assembly held in the Provinee |

ble to the di of the subjeet, and trusted
there would mot be any disposition to put the question
by, till it had received the most matwre eonsderation.
Before he ¢at down he must again repudiate the char-
ges made egainst our Lrethren of Nova Scotia—he
would always extend to them the right hand of fe!-
lowship so long as they kept within eonstitutional
bounds—and should ever the day arrive when we
should be required to resist the enemies of our coun-
try—our brethren of Nova Seotia will not be want-
ing, but side by side, and shoulder to shouldes will
they join with us for our eommon defence.

Mr. Street agreed with the Non. gentleman that
the sulject under consideration was one of great im-
pottance. He was not in the House when the debate
commenced, having Leen called away by other duties,
not had he heard the arguments that had been urged
sgainst the Biil ; the object of which was to alter the
constitution of the Province, as it had existed from
its first settlement, and which was copied from that
of the mather country. But before they came to the
determination to make such alteration, they should he
satisfied that it was vecessary, aud that the working
of the present constitution is not beneficial to the
country ; for withont such testimony it would be in-
judicious to effect any change. With reference to
the acts of the present House, it did not become hon.
members to say much, as it would be like self-adula-
tion and passing judgment upon themselves. ki
would therefore be better to limit the remarks that
might be made, to the consideration of the constitu-
tion of the Proviuce, as it now exists, predicated up-
on that of the mother country which it closely resem-
bles. The British constitution had heen held up to
the admiration of the world, and was found to work
well, Under one of a similar character this Pro-
vince had become happy, prosperous, and contented ;
and this was the first time since the settlement of th;
Provincegthat any measure hac been brought unde
the con!feralion of the Legislature, having for ite
object to alter the constitution and to reduce the te-
nure by which members of the Assembly hold their
seats. There were periods when dissatisfaction pre-
vailed, and it was usual to bring the fact under the
notice of the House, by petitions numerously and
very generally signed, But there was nothing of
the kind before the House at present; and he believed
the people of New Brunswick were well satisfied,
The learned gentiemen said he had not heard it vrg-
| ed on the floor of the House, that any evil arises
{ from the present constitution of the Assembly ; and

The practical results [ therefore it was proper to conclude that it was work-

| ing well.—Then why should it be altered. It often
| huppened that what seemed good in theory was found
ito be bad in practice. The committee threfore should
pruse, as no facts had been adduced in support of
the alteration that was at present proposed. If how-
| ever, any good reason could be ndduced in favour of
| substituting four years instead of seven, it would be
i their duty to comply. But if none were urged, then:
| they were not called upon to muake the proposed al-
I teration.  Then let gentlemen examine and see if
Tevils might not siise from any change of the kind
proposed. It would exposc the country to the same
| difficulty that is felt in the neighbouring republic ; and
| it was well known that the frequency of elections is
au great cause of complaint in the United States, whete
it is keeping the people in a constant state of excite-
ment and turmoil.  No person who had witnessed
| the disturbence that takes place at elections, would
gwish to sce them too often repeated, unless some
| positive good were to result from them ; and not peo-
ceiving any certainty of that he was not disposed to
vote in favour of the present Bill. He should be
| sorry to lengthen the period ; but that which worked
| well should not be altered, without some beneficial
| effects being seen to result from the measure. If
‘\members wete corrupt and insensible to their duty,
that would be s good reason why the duiation of the
{ Assembly should be aliered ; but nothing of thut
! kind hud been urged. Tnthe northern section of the
! Provirce, such a change had been mooted, and no ap-
lplicalion had been made except from the County of
York.
I *Col. Allers saidhe should not occupy much of
| the time of the committee. He thought the subject
! had been fully discussed, and cvincided with the view
| taken of it by the hon. member for the County of
| Charlotte. e was sorry to hear Upper Cunauda
| churged with rebellion, when it was well known, it
{ was confined to afew individuals who were either
obliged to quit the country or were tuken up and pun-
ished. He hoped the remark would never go bayond
the walls of the House ; and with respect to Nova
Scotia, and observation reflecting upon the character
of that Province, would be & mark of ingratitude.
With respect to the Bill, he must say he did nor
think it was wanted; and it had been remarked Ly
the Govenor General, that this was the only colony in
which he had not been-called upon to settle a differ-
ence. He believed His Excellency was required to
supercede differert governors, and reconcile disagtee-
ments ; and he Col. A. trusted he would do so to the
satisfaction of all parties. But when he came into
this Province, he said he had hearl no complaint
whatever, and he had yet to learn, that there existed
any reasons for altering that opinion, although there
might be a few discontented individuals in every
country, He said it was wrong to attribute motives
to any hon. member. The introducer of the Bill was
an old member, and no doubt. felt that he was dia
charging his duty to his constiuents in doing eo.
And ifit should appear that it is the wish of the peo-
ple thet the duration of the Assembly should be al-
tered, he would be the last mau in the Provinee wto
would oppose it. But he had never heard any sush:
desire expressed in the County of York.

Mr. Boyd rose and said,—Mr. Chairman, It may,
appear strange to this committee that I who but so
lately have had the honor of a seat in this House,
should advocate the measure now before ws. [, Sin,
was always of the opinion, that seven years’ parlia-
ments were far too long, that the duration of them
ought to be shortened. The hon. and learned mem-
ber from Westmorland wanted to know, if it is a po-
pular measure, I can tell Lim it is, and ealled for in
the county of which I have the honor to be a member,
The hon. and learned member from Gloucester; says;'
we have done much good, and that we require no
change,—and why shoull we be dissolved. In
answer to that I can only tell bim that Doctors diffee
and patients die. Now Sir, as to the reflections cost
on my native land, for I, Sir, have the honor to be a
Nova Scotian, I cannot let them pass unnoticed ; and:
Sir, I should be unwoithy of the name if I did so.
Sir, 1 ask that hon. gentleman, that when this House
voted the miserable sum of £i0,000 for the defenses
of this Province when assailed by Maine, what did-
Nova Scotia do® Why Sir, slte nolly voted £100,
000, and 8,000 of her sons in the defence of this
Province, Sir, when the news came to my ears, my
heart beat high, for the honor of my country ; and
until tears of joy came to my relief [ scarcely knew
how to appreciate so noble and generous a grant.
Was that Sir showing a colony on the verge of
rehellion? No, no, no. It was not until after thar,
this House voted all her revenues, and mot uuntil
Nova Scotia set us the example. The reflections
Sir, were uncailed for and insulting to the feelings of:
as loyal and brave a race of men, as ever belonged to
any country., Ishall say no more at present on the
subject ; but shal! vote in favor of the Bill.

Mr. Hill said the question to be dicided was not
as to the popularity of the Bill. He hud alwaye
thought seven yeare was too long a period for the
duration of thejAssembly. His bon. colleague, M#:
{ Brown, had said he would follow in the steps of the
i mother country; and if that were the case, in the
| Imperrial Act for uniting the Canadas, it had already
been decided that four years was the period best
|adapted to the eolonies ; and it coincided with the

As the law [to do—und pray for quadrennia! Parliamente, and | practice, for the sctual durationof the Legislature does
now is, he considered frequent elections u serious they wou'd doubtiess succeed.

not generally exceed, that period ; and from 1828 (o




