
have come to fcel that they are partner* and jointly intemted
•5[*tem of works and mduttiy, perhaps without parallel in

Tariety and importance.

1 have pointed out the critical disposition of the town's
people at the inception of these works. I must declare how
much we owe to their vigorous and constantly growing nup-
port. Their support has grown with their faith; they ate of
the r^ht type. They could not be otherwise and inhabit theonem which we live. I do not speak disparagingly of the
Southerners, whose graces and intellectual qualities everyone
adimres, but the cosmopoUtan observer in studying the histonr
crfthe human race about the world wiU find a belt spanning
the globe wherein the vigor of the climate and the changing
seasons seem to produce in the human race an energy and a
restless industry which has accomplished for mankind the
greatest results. The northern limit of that belt has never
been found; the southern limit is defined with some certainty;
the northern states of Europe, and of the United States and all
ofCanada are within these blessed bounds, and of this race aie
the cituens of Sault Ste. Marie. Besides a sturdy physique
^1?!.*^'^**^ *°'" «"^«'«»ce. the people of this zone are inspir-
ed With mental attributes of the right sort to insure success in
thetr occupations and duties. Let me illustrate by some recent
experience having a local interest. You will all remember the
advent her^i, during last year, of four ocean-going British
•teamers brought out by us to engage experimentally in the
natation of the St. Lawrence river to the lakes and carry the
traffic of the Helen iron mine during the open season. At the
dose of the navigation season these ships were sent to sea
TOmpleting their loading at Montreal with fuU cargoes for
Bnstol Channel ports. Leaving Montreal in the month of
D«»mber they encountered in the passage across those unpre-
cederited gales of this winter, which seemed never to end, and
which destroyed and disabled many of the best ships on the
North Atlantic. I myself crossed through the midst of these
gafcs on one of the largest and fastest ocean liners, and you
wiU believe that I did not fail to see those little ships in my
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