
His letters were wiitteu to the Churches of the Kphislaiis, the
Magneslans, the Traliians. the Romans, the Phihulelphlaus, aud
Sniyrneans. In these espistlea lie exalts the office ot a hishop.
These epUtles make It periectly v'.-ear that at that time Kplscopacy
was firmly and Rencrally established. Ignatius was put to death
about the year 117, and had ruled his Church at Antloch for
nearly fifty y. ars. So that he l::id been Ulshop oi Antioch during
the lifetime ot some of th« apostJes.

In the light of these witnesses, it seems to nie thnt there was
not time for the development of such a well establislicd sysu.ni of
government from the pre byterial order. It would naturally take
a much lougi-i- time to develop and firmly establish such a sy.steni
of Church government. There would have been places where It

would have been resisted. Ytt on the evidence of Gibbon, who
cannot be accused of unduly favouring the Church, Kpiscopacy
was established in the first century. He says, "The Episcopal
form of government . . . seems to have been introduced before
the close of the first century," and again hv says, "after we have
passed the difflculties of the first century we find the Episcopal
government universally established, until it was Interrupted by the
republican genius ot the Swiss and (lernian reformers."

We see In the New Testament the existence of an order in-
cluding men like Timothy and Titus, who received their authority
by the laying on of Apostolic hands; who had the power to ordain
presbyter-bishops and deacons, and to rule over the portion of the
Church committed to them; we see before the first century closes,
an order generally In existence, exercising similar powers of
ordination and rule, who were set apart for their work by those
claiming apostolic authority. Dr. Salmon has said that when we
see a train -entering a tunnel, and In due time we see a train
emerging from the same tunnel, we are Justified In concluding that
it Is the same train. So when we see In the New Testament an
order ot the ministry in existence, and then wh(.<n Church history
takes up the record, we find universally in the Church a similar
order, claiming the .same authority and exercising the same func-
tions, we .ire justified in concluding that it is Identically the same
order which has existed between the time the New Testament
referencos close and Church history begins.

From this onler our bishops have received their authority, and
by that authority hold ofl[lcc in the Church. As they have ever
done, they hold rule, and they ordain. But in onlinatloti a
bishop aFsociates with hlni his presbyters, who with him lay their
hands upon the head ot the candidate. Thus bishop and priests are
associnttd to:;ether in the ppfpptiUition of the orders nf the
Church.


