
PREFACE

Thk (cifttents of thii Inntk have grown out of a

cournc of lectures delivered at various learned centres,

knd a series of essays published In the Jtwtih Qiuir

ttrly Rrvtfw. These essays began to a|>|>car in the

year 1894. They attracted some notice, and were

utilised by several writers on theological subjects,

both with and without due acknowledgment. They

are now presented to the public in an expanded form,

revised and corrected, and Increased by new chapters

and other additional matter, amounting to about half

of the bulk ot this volume.

The first chapter, which is introductory, offers the

reader a fair notion of the nature of our subject ai

conceived by the author, the point of view from which

he approaches it, the inherent difficulties in its treat-

ment, and the manner in whicn he has tried to accom-

plish his task. Yet a few supplemc itary remarks

seem to bu necessary.

This volume represents no philosophic exposition

of the body of doctrine of the Synagogue, nor does

it offer a description of its system of ethics. H(>th

the philosophy of the Synagogue and its ethics have

been treated in various works by competent scholars

belonging to different schools of thought. The main

aim of such works is, however, as it would seem,

vU

^


