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CHARGE TO TILE CLERGY.
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:

l'MN'(i |uriiiitt(il liy tlu' nuTcv <»t" (Jod to aildri'ss joii oncf

iiinn' on a trii'iniial visitation, it in my pli-asiiri' as wrll as my
duty to Hpi'ak to you as ono who is "Savod l»y Hope." It

would Itf idli' to atti-mpt to conceal from you our difficulties,

1»ut it Is (»n every account desinililc to take the most ho|»et'iil view of

our i)osition. If we were a very rich I'hurcli, in tinu's of ixroat

worldly jtrusperity, I could not have the same liope. Or, if we were

Hirivinj; to make the Church a clerical chih, from which the laity

Wi're rigidly exchuh'il, to the supjiort of whicli tliey contril)Uted

iie'tl.i'r money, nor intliu'uce, nor time, nor diliijence, nor p.atience,

I. .r Mi'.iyer, 1 sliould Iiave l»iit littk' hopi'; or if we we were so mis-

iUided as to throw ail our weight into the iipholdinj^ one jiolitii-al

|.aity. I should have less hope. For the Church was never founded

l>y a party in the State. It never t'lrove on ]»olitic.s, and it was

never in a less hopeful condition than when its richest benefices were

the ill-earned reward of active and unscrupulous political parti/.ans,

My hope for the Church in Cana<la, of which we are nu'tuhers and

nunisters, is not that we are so numerous as to c(»nlrol tlu- State;

nor that we are so ricli as to dispense with the contributions of our

members; l)ut that, being (as without arroij.'mce we may consider

ourselves) a branch of that Church which came to us from the ages

))ast, which no storms of ]tersecution have destroyed, .and none of

the manifold changes of the world have shaken, we still hope to

hand down to our children the truth of (4od which is indestructible;

and though comi)aratively p(K»r, we labor to make many rich, "con-

tent with such things as Ave have," and seeking the good will mid

the assist.ance of all our Brethren. Tt is hopeful, therefore, to look

back liftv years, and see what the resources of the Church were then

and Avhat they are now ; what the number of our communicants was

then and what they are uoav; what the contribution.^ of the laity

were then and what they are now ; what the number of our clergy

and the frecpiency of our services was then and what they are iu)w;

what the ai)j)earance of our Church was thou and what it is now. It
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