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Church of Scotland, reiiiltnK in »h« Pmtince,
«p(>lie<l to lh« lm|)eriHl Oafeminent for m»p-
|iorl in ItmlB at well at in money jiwj lo be
endowed in Uw Mm* manner at rhe Hector-
let, on the gmund Ihitt there was |ilen(y of
land for each, there would have at leatl been
ome thow of reaion ; and although I thould
have cf»nti(lered (he other clott of Presbyte-
r ao«. who are |>erbd|it no Ittat nutneroua and
equally retpeclable, to the tame degree en-
tiiled, had the Inw permitted, yet on our part
there would have been neither complnint nor
opiNMi'tion. But their object it to break down,
not to build up ; ami it is evident, from their
conduct, that they would n.uch rather a«e at
protlrate in the duit than actively rmploved
in carrying the trulbt of the Gotuel lo the dei-
titote iettien, pmvided they could rite on our
ruint. The origin of tuch a tpirit ncedt no
comment.

It it pleaaipg (o remark (hat, nmidsl the bit-

ter and unchriitian agitation of (he Scotch
PrMbyteriani, our people have exhibited in
contrattthe greotett meekneit and tranquil-
lity : we have had no meetingt traiong our
congregations : we have made no appeald to
their i>a»tlon« : and now, when we meet by
ourselTet, it will be our slurty to preserve the
public peace and to act strictly on the defen-
sive, for although It be our duty to preserve,
ns far as in us lies, those rights and |>ririlege8

which (ire secured to us by the Conetitution of
tbe Pfovince.-^rights and'privileges wbich we
dare not surrender had we the power, without
offctidlng nguinst conscience and incurring the
jott reproach of Aituro generations,—it must
not be done by wicked ntfitafinn and •tlrriog

up the corrupt passions oTour people, but by
manly remonstrance, a clear and quiet state-

taent of facts and a firm adherence to the law.
We must never forget that our Lord's king-

dom is not meal and drink, but righteousnegg

and peace end joy in the Holy Ghost, and that

he has promised to be with his church to the

end of the world. It is true, that if deprived
of the means destined by bis late Majesty
Oebrge the Third of blessed memory, and his

Parliament for the support of our church, we
shall Tpquire a much longer ptriod of time to

extend her ministrations tliroagli the Province,
but we must not be discouraged ; and what the

band of violence takes away, will be more
than made up by the affections of our people.

Govtmnrents have seldom or ever endowed
ciiurches or supported the Christian religion :

this has ever been done by individual liberal-

ity ; and (hit Province presents the Hrst at-

tempt on the part of the British Government
to extend the olessingt ofthe National churcli

lo the Colony ;—an attemirt wlilcb seems to

have called into action the most malignant
passions, as ifthe Govemnoent had been going
a most wicked thine.

Were each member of our connexion, who
b'- : the ability, to davole one hundred acres of

tdiid (o\vards its support, as an instruraeot in

the hands of God for (lio spiritual instruction

ot (he people, an endowment nearly equal to

that set apart by the Constitution might in

time be accumulated, and the church, freed

from all anxiety, would flourish to the ever-
las(i«ig benefit ot 'he country. And there are

several instances already of (ar greater liber-

ality than the limit I have mentioned, and
wi(L the blessing of God they tvill incrcotio

with our necessities. Indeed were each com-
munic9n( to give a very few acres of land, it

would in lime greatly contribute to the inde-

pendence of Hie church. Nor would any such
assistance be long wanting were we alC both
clergy and laity, animated wholly by the prio-

c
i
plus ot the Gospel ; for, in that case, t!ie

tame liberal tpirit and enlarged views which
actuated the nrst christians in every land of

their conversion would produce the same fruits,

and a |>ortion for the service ofthe Lord would
be first set arart :— it would also bo jnade per-

manent, and not allowed to fluctuate accoid-
iiig to the varying tempers and dispositions of

the people.

You are aware, my brethren, that the basds

of the ciiurch of Christ is not secular bat spirit-

ual ; it is not io be considered merely a civil

Inslitution—nn erection or portion of the State

;

—nor does it depend upon (be breath of Go-
vernments or upon the enactments of human
law. On the contrary, it is an ordinance of

God,—the place where his liouor dwclleth,

—

the appointed instrument for preserving Iho

faith in purity, and dispensing the truths of

the Gospel for the instruction and salvation of

ma,ikind. This church is episcopally consti-

tuted ;—a form of Government which prevail-

ed, without interruption, for more than fifteen

centuries. From this form ofcJiurch govem-
ment, which is of divine origin, Calvin, in the

pride of Ills heart, departed, and from this

wicked error have arisen most of the divisions

which pfTect tJ»e Protestant part of tlw Chris-

tian worit!.
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