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of the Prince Regent and Lord Byron. By extra-sacrificing to the

Graces, at a time when articles de costneiique et de luxe generally

were scarce and costly in Canada, he got himself into trouble.—In

1822 he had occasion to make his escape from " durance vile " in

York, by opening a passage, one quiet Sunday morning, through

the roof of the old jail. He was speedily pursued by Mr. Parker,

the warden, and an associate, Mr. Garsides ; overtaken at Albany,

in the State of New York ; apprehended under a feigned charge

;

and brought back to York. Among the inhabitants of some of the

villages between Albany and Youngstown, a suspicion arose that

a case of kidnapping was in progress, and Messrs. Parker and

Garsides were exposed to risk of personal violence before they

could reach the western bank of the Niagara river, with their prey.

By a happy turn of affairs, a few years later, Mr. Clifton Jackson

obtained a situation in the Home Colonial Office, with a good

salary.

To distinguish Mr. Mills Jackson from another proprietor

on Yonge Street, also called Jackson, the alliterative epithet,

** Jacobin," was sometimes applied to him, in jocose allusion to his

political principles, held by the official party to be revolutionary.

In regard to the other Jackson, some such epithet as "Jacobin"

would not have been inapplicable. On the invasion of Canada in

1 81 2 by the United States, he openly avowed his sympathy with

the invaders, and was obliged to fly the country. He was known

and distinguished as " Hatter Jackson," from the business which

he once followed. After the war he returned, and endeavoured,

but in vain, to recover possession of the land on Yonge Street

which he had temporarily occupied.

In the Gazette oi'^Qv. 11, 1807, we have Mr. Jackson's adver-

tisement. Almost anticipating the modern " Hats that are Hats,"

it is headed " Warranted Hats," and then proceeds :
" The sub-

scriber, having established a hat manufactory in the vicinity of

York on a respectable scale, solicits the patronage and support of

the public. All orders will be punctually attended to, and a

general assortment of warranted hats be continually kept at the

store of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, in York. Samuel Jackson. Yonge

Street, Nov. 10, 1807."

An earlier owner of the lot, at which we are now pausing, was

Stillwell Wilson. In 1 799, at the annual York Township meeting,

held on the 4th March in that year at York, we find Stillwell


