
SAN .MIAN I.SLANI). l\

!»' tcniforv
oC the Mttli

Ji<'<l to the
iiiiii t'atiill,v

ic stiiiit of
•iiiiifcs the
iiiidtMslood

\vlii<'li Siiii

illci, would
•led to the
l,v. Snhsc
> to IMidv(^ il

the ;>roii|»,

iiiio, wliicli

Wiis to be
'iiiicoiivcr's

•fi
iicaicr to

,\ saw that

tliat ill its

y, and tliat

i:ji' at oner
1^' Kii.ii'laiid

it of I'lK-a.

sil)l('. TIic
' to (Ircat

lie adiiiiia

, bordcriiiji

tilt' coiiti

protection

VC IIS of.

II tlic stra-

)i> of (lood
If we now
sii'iids will

t inlet, the
d, and the
•th Paeitie.

wliieli the
lined. ]>iit

ioiiit to tli<'

at owns it

iiie-lliii-d of
States ear
oad, (ii'cat

will he a

lii]) seeoiid

isli teirito

'oiiihI thus

)iiit forth

(Ml of war,

, the eliaii

irati's San
)nld break
•eli. Tliev

hoped also to jiaiii th'e eession «»f Point K'obeits, a part (»f the eontinent

falliiifj south of the jiarallel, and a tMUiimaudiii};' i)osition on the f^ulf of

(Jeoi}>ia, near the eiitranee t<i l"'raser rivei-.

Tlte<huiser of war was abu<;bear. It is now known that, when tlie

original treaty was made, the IJritisli jjoveniinent would have yielded tlu'

whole of Vaiieoiiver island rather than li;;lit; and that latei-, if firmly

met, slie> would have reeeih'd from her elaiiii to the San .liiaii }>roui». Thr
movement of Cleiieral Harney, in, takiii<>' military possession of San Jiiiin.

was the ri^iht one. Then' was a vast deal of bluster and threat«'iiinf;- on

the part of thcl.ritish, but there would have been no tif;htiii«' to gt't

possession of it; but Air. JJuehanan, then J'lcsich'iit, made another fatal

mistake. He sent out (leneral Seott to eomiuoinise once more, and a

new .joint o(('ii|)atioii was agreed upon. The du]>lieity of the JJritisli in

this inatter was shown diiriii}'' the joint survey of tht^ iKUthwest bound-

ary. While tli(! American coiiimissiom'r, Mr. Archibald ("am|)b(^ll, had

full i»owers to settle tlu^ line, his Kn^iish eolIea;;iie, <'aptain Prevost, of

th(! Uritish navy, had secret instructions not to setth^ unless San ,Iuan

island was yielded, and the negotiations were continued for months in

vain betbre tlu^ reason leaked out.

The idea seems to ])revail that JCiij;land, i»ec<»niiii'A iiiditlerent t<t the

possession of t!n'se western teiTitories,»»nly wants to be " let down {^raee-

fully." This nn.'titkc^ will prove as ruinous as the others. She never was
more determined to hold on to these points than now. If she is to lose

her possessions (ui the l*acitie, as she must eventually, sln^ wishes tomake
us iiav the heaviest penalty for the accjuisition. She will jret all the hi<,dier

prieetbr lioldinj'- San Juan and Point Uoberts. The lleverdy .lohnson

treaty shows this in «^very line. The (piestitm of the true construction

of the treaty of ISKI is not the one submitted. The st')ry is told in tin-

second and in tiie sejiaratc^ articles. The second artich! reads thus :

If tlii> rct'i'icn .sliould Itc iiiiiibla to awertiiiii iiiul dotpriniuo tlio pii'iMse line intended hy

tho words of tlio trciity. it is a!,'ri'cd tlmt it slmll Ik> left to liiin to dctorniiiio upon some. Iini>

which, ill his opinion," will fiiinisli an cqnilMe. Holntion of the ditficnlty, and will bo the

nt'aii'st approximation that eaii lio made to the aeeurato construetion of the treaty.

And the ''se|»arate article-' (a jM'rfect anoilialy in diplomacy) luovides

that this treaty shall not «o into operation or have any ett'ect until the

(luesti<Mi of NAT! K Ai.izATioN, HOW peiidinf>-, shall have been satisfactorily

settled. If that <loesnot mean that San .luan island (and Point UolTerts

too) is to be f;iven up as a coiisi<leratioii of the naturalization treaty, it

has no nieanin^'.

The settlement of this ([iiestion is left to the arbitratimi of the " Presi

dent of the Swiss roiifederation." We mij-ht-Wi'll hesitate at the sub-

mission of so iniiKHtiint a matter vo a person of whose functions and

ubilities wt^ know nothiii};", who ntay or iiuiy not be a lawyer or a states-

man. IJiit what shall we stiy when we lind that there is no such person in

(^\ist(^ui'e? There, isNo '' President of the Swiss ( onfederiiti«»n." There

are i)residents of the (lonxcil National, of the Conneil (ks Utats, and of

the Coim'ii FtWral ; thwv presidents after ti tashion : that is, iiresidinfr

officers i)f three <lifferent bodies, w ho are elected iinnually. P>ut to which

of them is this subject submitted * Is it to President Kaiser, of Soleure,

to President .Epi)li, of St. (Jiall, «)r to President Dubs, of Zurich:'

And why w iis it not submitted (if there is to be any submission) tis a

([iiesti Ml, pure and simple, of the interpretation of the treaty of l.S4(>f

Are V to (M>mi»romise every fresh claim that < Jreat P>ritain may .set uj)

on any occasion by a new concession J If there is a real doubt about

the true intent and' meanin},' of that treaty, let us submit it an mich, and

submit it to some authority, high eiu)Ufj;li, learned enough, and respon

sibh^ cnouf^h, to decider it tit once.


