
•horl intervaU, slioul.l bo Vmilt in the foroit, w hinli might be donn In ft few flay« by ffMnq* of luniher-

,&'^ ' ''*
nii'ii iicctiMtotnpfl to ilic work, nnd mippliciof provinionii coiiltl l»o .lintributod niong fli-' line no m to

''"

lighten tlir cominiHsariftl nvniinxl to nrconipaiiy tlir l'..rco. From Rivi.Nw dn Limp, on tlif St. Liiw-

' ' " rnnco, out' luinilr.'.l nml twenty milwi below (iuebeo, lliere la railway communication to tlio went of

' ^ •' ritjmda. Tho Lino of 'iVlegrniih sliould at, <inco bo complpted tbroiigli nrilinli Tcrrilury lo IT«lif«.

Rut one of the mo«t serioiin dangerx to which th'^ I'rovinoe in Ijiible i» the dL«tniction ol any ohp

'of ihft linlii* wliich form lliu entire oliain of its Inlaiul commimicatioii Iroiu Quol)ci' wcKtwurd". And to

Ihi* ili»nger it in pouliarly exiwMd, boili from the proximity of the works to Iho I'ronlier, and from llm

ohnrueier of the works themielveg. ',%.) • i:*" ^f \

Tlu! following stntemenl exhibits tho rapuolty of the respePlive works:

l8t. From the Sea lo l.ake Ontario by the Si, f,;iwrcnce Canali", vessels cnn pais

V
,

.
"'C feet in Length.

4J^ foot Ream.
' feet Draught.

'

\ 2nd. From Lake Ontario to I.akr Kiio by the Welland Canal,
,

IliJ led in LtMiglh.

26 feel in Width.

' ' V,
• .. 10 feet Drunght.

,

3rd. From Montreal to Lake Oninrio by the Ottawa nnd Rideuu Canal*,

^
100 feet ill Length.

19 feel Ream.

6 to 5> feet Draught.

4lh. Frm tiie River St. Lawrence to Lake Champlain,

113 feet in Length. V

',

,
22i feet Beam.

6i feet Draught.

Thus the InrgeRt vessels that can pass from the sea to Lake Erie ond the waters west of it are

142 feet in length, 26 fi'et beam, 9 feet draft.

The accompanying tracing exhibits the location of the various sections of these Canals and

the Imes of Railway. The destruction of a Lock or the breach of a bank at certain poinl-i might

. involvu an interrupiion of the entire chain from Montreal upwards, nnd render the transport

of troops, provision.^, and rnnleriais almost impossible. The line of operations being extended

over so long n lint oi narrow country, with tlie means of communication all centered on the

frontier, the consequene',- of interruption would be more tlian usually disastrous. A well organized

and efficient force should at once be detailed for the ^lerviee of protecting these works. The Lookmeii and

ordinary labourers if armed would form a valuable auxiliaiy. The work peculiarly exposed

is the Cornwall Canal. This work is .. nly on tlm banks of thi; river St. Lawrence and, at

certain places, particularly at a place cal.-d Barnl/ari's Island, is within gunshot of the Ameri-

can shore. It is raised a. considerable height above ilie river and the I)lowing up of a lock or a sliglit

breach in the bank on u long level—which could be efl'eoled by a few men wilh pickaxes and shovels in

a night—might create such destruction as would take many weeks or even months to repair, even were

the operations not to be impeded by a hostile force. The Beauharnois Canal, the smaller Canals at

Farrens Point, Rapides Plats, and Galloiies am all likewise exposed.

The Ridoau Canal, thoufrli running through the interior of ilie country, ought not to be left with,

out protection of a like kind, for its embankments and artilicial works, at certain places, are of a nature

that pc( uliarly expose it to destruction. Its entrance on Lakf Ontario, as already mentioned, is protecied

by Kingston.

The protection of ihe Chambly Canal connecting Lake Champlain with the St. Lawrence, via

the River Richelieu, is also important.

The WoUand Canal, which connects Lake Erie wilh Lake Ontario is one of the most important

channels of communication in the Province. The eominand of this work is essential. Engli.sli

gunboats and vessels niaj be moved from one lake to ll;;^ other as occasion requires, while llii'

American vessels must not only remain inthe water.-^ where thf y at present happen to be winterings hut

all communication, except for friendly vessels, would be impo-s.^iblc. Full information as ti> tho points

where the works are most exposed, and the best localities for s.taiioiiing a force for their protection,

can be obtained from tlie Office of Public Works ot Canada,— an olRcer from the deparlment iiaving

examined the works with that object during the last spring.


