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After that, for the remainder of the voyage,

the name of Maas was never mentioned by

any of the party. Even to this day Browne
scarcely likes to hear it spoken. Nor does he

permit himself to dwell very often upon what

happened a few days later, when, after a

most uncomfortable interval, the yacht rounded

Hakodate Headland and came to an anchor in

the harbour.

" Leave everything to me," said MacAndrew,
when he went into the smoking-room to bid

Browne farewell. " I know how painful an

interview would be for you all, and I think

you can very well dispense with it. I believe

they are ready to go ashore."

"In that case, let them go. I never wish to

see their faces afrain."

" I can quite understand it ; and now I must

bid you farewell myself. I am sorry our ad-

venture has not turned out more successfully
;

but at any rate you have had a run for your

money, and you have seen something of life in

the Far East."

" I have, indeed," said Browne. " Now, tell

me of the arrangements you have made con-

cerning these two miserable people. What will

happen to them eventually ?

"

" They can do as they think best," replied

MacAndrew. ** They can either stay here or


