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w rORTllAITS OF mUTISIE AMKUICANS.

(Ictitial intercoiu-Hc ^vitll any mcMiihor or oatato of the fiovernmeiit,

who had for many years heeii connoctod witli tlie |je«^iHlature, who

had conHO(juoi»tly enjoyed fair opportiuiitie.s of ohservnij^ the

course of puhho events, and had been hron<:;ht into ahnost daily

contact Avith the public men of all parties, would, from inclination

and experience, as well as from the habit of C(iuablo impartiality

tliat is almost inseparable from ofhcial life, be disposed to trace such

records with a ;;;ontle hand, and make criticism subservient alike to

justice and courtesy.

There is, too, in connection with this point, another consideration

which, perhaps, nuiy be re'^^u-ded as a type of thou^dit, in a certain

sense jieculiai to and inseparable from the minds of those whose lot,

in the JJritish Provinces, has been cast in the public service of the

State, llemoved by their position from the radius of party attrac-

tion, placed outside, so to speak, of the maelstrom of factional

strife, the observant members of this class have not failed to note,

and they have done so with re<];rct, that there exists in the com-

munity, no matter from what cause, a [)roneness to disparage the

position and abase the influence of our public men ; to belittle

their titles to consideration; to discredit generally the presence of

high principle, and challenge particularly any claim to patriotic

motives ; to sneer at humble and jest at obscure origin ; to remem-

ber with exaggerated [)recision what it were generous to forget, and

forget with facile indifference what it were just to remember ; to

speak coldly of manly struggles, and to withhold from intelligent

success all graceful recognition. It is true that persistent integrity

may, for it sometimes does, win in the end ; but the contest is not

equal, neither can the final triumph of right make us oblivious to

those features of the play that blemished the struggle. Our pur-

pose, however, is not to discuss a state of things more easily ac-

counted for than excused. On the contrary, we refer to them by

way of introducing the remark, that as our Serial is issued for no

partizan object, neither will it be edited on any partizan principle.

There is, moreover, a condition with respect to contemporary

biography that should never be lost sight of, namely, the difficulty

of treating fairly an incomplete career. While he lives, the per-

sonal history of a man survives ; and he, therefore, who should

attempt to judge sueh an one before the time, w^ould necessarily

judge partially and from imperfect data. Under such circumstances


