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been so shameful a desertion of men who have sacniiccd all to

their duty and to their reliance upon British faith." Lord North

spoke in like terms :
" Never were the honour, the principles,

the policy of a nation so grossly abused as in the desertion of

those men, who are now exposed to every punishment that

vengeance and poverty can inflict because they were not

rebels." Exile was the reward of those who had been for-

saken by king and country, and thus Canada became the

home of those whom we call the U. E. Loyalists.

Thirty years after the acknowledgment of American Inde-

pendence, came the war of 1812, with Canada once more

the battle ground. An Act was passed by Congress calling

100,000 volunteers into active service, but the Canadians were

neither deceived by proclamations nor dismayed by threats. A
call to arms rang throughout the country , echoing from lake to

river, and piercing the inmost recesses of the forest. How the

eyes of the old refugee loyalists must have flashed as the rusty

flint-lock was taken from the rack above the fire-place, and the

recollection of by gone hardships and persecution came surging

up from the past ! How must the pulses of the young men have

throbbed as they grasped the trusty rifle, and, amid the sudden

silence of home preparation for departure, pondered over the sad

story of their parents' exile. Now there was opportunity for re-

dressing old wrongs that clung to memory with fierce tenacity

!

There was no calculation of the chances of success; no reckon-

ing over the probable consequences of failure. All that they

had forgotten was their desertion, in the hour of peril, by king

and country. There were but 280,000 people all told in Up-

per and Lower Canada, vet the event justified their self-confi-

dence. General Hull with 2,500 men invaded Canada by way

of Sandwich, and then surrendered himself and his army pris-


