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my fpeculations tend to inlpire hopes beyond

what the better opinion of others or future

events may juftify, it will not be from a

defire to midead, but from an error ofjudg-

ment, arifmg from a difpofition not to be

dilheartened by difficulties.

§ 4* Quitting therefore the veJcatious

fpe^acle pf the conquefls of France upon

the continent^ I now turn with fome com-

placency to naval operations. In this

branch of the war we relied almoft entirely

on ourfelves -, whilft the ftruggle on the

continent was maintained on the one hand

by numerous and united armies of the fame

country, and on the other by allies, whofe

fuppofed ftrength became their weaknefs,

becaufe it led them to mifcalculate their

means, and to make falfe combinations of

meafures and plans. In the condud of the

allied armies there was occafionally a want

both of concert and confidence ; their at-

tention was fometimes diflradbed by projeds

ofadvantage, foreign or adverfe to the gene-
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