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imdency of the whole That we may ha-
bituate our judgments to examine what per-

haps our prejudices have 'held in veneration

—

That we may fee that nothing is too lacred

for enquiry that nothing is too wife for

amendment.
I have not been able, in ray refeaixhes into

Holy Writ, to meet with that particular paf-

fage of the Scriptures which gives us an au«

thcrity to propagate the faith, by a perver-

lion of morals '—nor (hall I prefume to

determine how far it was ever juftifiable, for

the fake of ceremonial uniformity, tc build

a code of religious laws upon the ruin of

every moral virtue and obligation : to

fport with the moft facred feelings ;—to vio-

late the foncleft prepofleffions of the human
mind ; to feduce even filial duty ; to

tempt the Iba to become an interefled and a

bafe informer againft the piety of his father,

and to break the bonds of all family affeCioii

and fidelity.

Pofiibly there may be fomething fo facred

in the objedt of thefe laws, as that the enor-

mity of the means, through which they ope-

rate, is to be overlooked or forgiven ! But

certain I am, that whatever peculiarities of

circumftance may have originally fuggefted

;

^whatever neceiFities may have originally

juftified the inlHtudon of thofe laws ^the

fpirit of the prefent time oppofes them ; and

|he prolperity of this country abfolutely re-

• ^. ,; :^ ;. . ., S 2 . quires


