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isjuft ground for complaint, and the honour
and inierert of the nation demands fpeedy re*

'

drefs ; but Ihould it come out, upon enquiry,

that Portugal has not varied her condu(5t cither ;

to Britilli fubjedts, or to thofe of other nations, il

and that her people prefer buying of other na- :l

tions only becaufe we have advanced our prices, -j

I am afraid we mud look to our own burthen-

fome taxes for the caulc of our grievance, and
to the fpeedy redudlion of them for the remedy.

In fo far as this appears to be the cafe, will it i

not jiiftify the reprefentation I have been making
of the danger Great-Britain is in, of lofmg her ^!

whole carrying trade, and with it a full third of a

her maritime ftrength; for if Portugal wontP
employ us for her carriers, what other Itate can

we hope will give us the tranfportation of its n
merchandize? It behoves us well to examine
into the circumftances of this fad ; for a declin-

ing trade ought at all times to be an alar iij bell

to Britilh minifters, and, in the prefent condi-;

tion of the nation, any diminution ot its balance .

may be attended with fatal confequences.

Our trade v/iih Holland, and the German
ftates, is of fo great importance, that it can

never become a matter of indifference to

Great-Britain, whether France (hould gain the

afcendancy on the continent. The folly of

fubfidy-treaties, in times of peace, has, in-

deed, been fufficiently expofcd, by the fmall

advantage that was' found from them, at the
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