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In li.steninf;' to thi' iiiLjeniou.s and i loniunt spcich

if the honorable gentleman i'mm Kentueky, [Mr,
Q. D.wis,) I was almost persuaded thai the cam-
tr}' watered by Fra/er's river beloimcd to Gretit

Britain. The honorable ireiitlemiiii from Kentucky
contended with ureal /'.eal, that ihey had diseover-

ed and .settled that eouniry, and had as good a title

to it as we hid tii the eountry watered by tlu' Co-
lumbia riv(r;and he argueil tlialit would be a gross

outrage now to attt nipt to lake jiossessioii of that

portion of Oregon. UiU near the ejo.se of liie geii-

tleman'.s speech, he contended that by delaying to

give the notice, and iiy going on and settlinir the

couniry, we would, in time, bo able to take llir

wholi up to .'il'-'' -10'. A."^ soon as I heard that, the

whole eirict of the L^entleman's able ;i,id in^cniou.s

argument e\aporiaed. I thought such a jn'oceed-

ing unworthy of a great and growing country like

this. We ought to ai't in a more frank and manly
manner. We should come out like men, and ex-
pres.s our views and jturposes without di.sgui.se.

Like the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.
WiN'THHoi',] [ am not fm- the " /ni-s/i yie/ic;/,'" I

want nothing lilie stage ellei.t. I go for declaring-

our rights, and maintaining them. This i.s what
the people expect al our hands.

It seems that gentlemen oji|iosed to the notice
think that, by not giving notice, we can go on
seuliii^ iuid Improving the country, and that Enu-
laiiil will remain passive; and that thereiiy wo kIuUI

be the irainers. Thi.s view is based ujion the \nK-

suminion tlmt the liritish Government is at once
ignorani, stujiid, and imbecile. If England con-
sider.s iier claim to a noriioa of the country just,

and worth retaining, iloes any one believe for a mo-
ment that she will remain inactive.' Can any gen-
tleman point me to the time, or to the |)lace, when
that Government did not put forth all her power
and energies to aci|uire and to secure territory?

Do they suppose that the En::li.-h Ministry are not
advised of all we say and ot'all we do on this

tion .-

The irreat majority of the American peojile be-
lieve that the whole of the Oregon territory right-
fully belongs to us; that it is our.s; and that we are
called upon by every consideration of patriotism
and love oflVeedoni—by the duty we owe our pa-
triot fathers—to come up iiov.-, buidly and manful-
Iv.anil declare thi.s fad to ilie civilised world

—

that we intend to terminate the treaty of tith Au-
fiist, 1«:27, and that alter the twi:'ve nioiuh.s sliall

ave elap.sed from the time of giving this notice,
we will take possession of our territory, '' pcua-
bjy if we i\m, forcLly if we must." Tliis, Mr.

s ([ue.-

>!,ChainiiLUi, 1 believe to be our duty, and noiliing
short of thi.s will s.ilisfy the I'ouiitry ; nothing h ,ss

limn this will redeem us in the eyc-i of the v.-orld,

iliis great (iue.-,tion, where is the beni tit of our
ileiiiocratic. or renublnan form of iiovermneni

-

llow is it better than a monarchy.' Where i.s our
boasted freedom.' Where is the popiil.ir will ol

the masses.- And echo will tinswi r—••Where?"
Gone, sir; ;;;oiieI abused! viokued I irampled upon'.
For myself, I have listened attentively to ihi' ,ii-

gumeiits of the gentlenuai v, ho are in fa\or of de-
lay, and opposcil to giving the notice now; and, so-,

for the lit'e of me, i ciiimot see the truth of their

eonclusion.s. If giving the notice to England is

cause of war jioir, it will be cause of war if given

next year, or at any future time. If England in-

tends to hold on to any portion of that territory,

and lu J'fj^ht for il, it matters not when we attempt
to dispossess them, war will be the result. Itmtiy
be true, that for the last two yi'ars we have been
inereasinij; our population in Oregon taster than
Great Hritain has; but such will not Ije the result

ill time to eome, unless we adopt decided and en-

ergetic measures to take and to hold |)ossession of
the country. Whilst we are willing to negotiate,

Eimland lias no fears of results. 81ie knows t"ull

well that she can oul-negoiiate us. Take, for ex-
ample, the noriheast boundary. Dut, sir, when
they see that we claim ti e whole country, and
come to believe that we intend at any tuture tinu-

to takt; possession of it, they will teach us that we
have gamed nothing by delay .

The rre.-:ident recommends giving the notin -.

and after iilluding to the three unsuccessful tUtempi-

ihat luid lieeii nuule ijy the two Governments, in

1^1^, lr<:21, and 1^-Jti, to settle this question by
comproinisi', he proceeds to .state:

" When 1 came into olfice, 1 found this lo be tin

' sttiteofthe negotiation. Tliough entertaining the
' settled conviction that the Britisli pretensions of
' title ciaild not l)e maintained to any jiortion of
' the Oregon territory upon my principle of jiublic

' law recognised by iiation.s, yet, in deference to what
• luul been done by my in-eilecessors,and especially
' in consideration that jiropusition.s of cmn-proiuise
' had been thrice made by two preceding Adminis-
' trations to adjust the liuestioii on the parallel of
' forty-nine degrees, and in two of them yieldin.;

' to Great Britain the free navigation of the Coluni-
' bia, and that the jiending negotiations had been
' cominenced on the liasis of ciniiiiromise, I deemed
' it to be my duly not abruptly to bi'eak it olV. In
' consideration, too. that, under the conventions of
" lal^ and IdxiT, the citizens and subjects of the
' two Powers \w\d a joint occupancy of the coun-
' try, I was induced to make another cflort to settle

' tliis lonir-pending controver.->y in the spirit ofmod-
' I'ration which had uiven birth to the renc'wed dis-

' (Mission. A proiiosition was accordingly made,
' which wi'sreje'ctiil by the Bi'itish rienip.)tentiary.

' who, wit'ioui subniiitinu- any other proiiosition,

' sullered the negotiaiion on fiis pan lo droji, ex-
' pressing his trust that the United States would
• ofier what he .saw fit to call 'some further [irojio-

• sal for the .settlement of the Oregon (|ueslion,

' more consisient with fairness tuul equity, and with
' the reasonable expectations of the Ih'iiish Gi
' eminent.'' The proposition thus oflered and re-

•jected repeated the otler of the par.illel of forty-

after the declarations we have se'nl abroad, in rela- !

' nine degrees of north latitude, wliioh had been

lUiuln by two preceding Administrations, hut

v,-ith(.ut jirojiosing to siu'render to Great Brit.iin

tion lo our claims to this country. Ifihe will of the
people IS to be disregarded hi the adit'.stment of


