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wovon with thi> rnlifrions system niid hisloviciil pliroiiolony of tlio Ei>:yi>tii\lis, nhnii- I'llmii'nl vcv

(liiiulv priivi' llii" cniTcitioii olthi' Kuyptiiin ('ii1(Mi<1iii- by accuinuliitcd cxiit'i-iciico, at a ih

ar roiiiovcd ail stimulus Ui

u' irligiciii ol'thc stall". mrn'coviT, was hascd on the <li\ iiic iioiiouis

loiiL'- aiilcrior to tiic ivsoit ol' tin- Gnvk astronomcv. Thalcs, to Euypt. At the iloso of \hc

liflofiiili ri'iiiuiy, till' Aztecs had leanied to eovre.'t thi'ir ealeiidav to solar time; but

(heircyrle was one ofoiily lilty two years. The Peruvians also had their vemrrent relia-ioiis

ll'stivals connected with tin' adjnstnn'iit of their sacred cah-ndar to solar time: biu

the geoenipliicil position of I'eru. with (Juito, its holy <ily. lyinu- immediately ninler tin'

equator, uieally siniplilied the jnocess by which th.'V reuulated their ndiuious festivals l)y

the solstices and ecjuinoxes ; ami the facilities whiih their I'quatorial position ali'orded lev

determinine- the few indispensable periods in their caleiid:

further proL;ress,

paid to the sun ; eclipses wen^ reg-iirded with the .same superstitious dread as among' tl

rudest saviiue nations ; and the cons<'rvatism of an established natiomd creed must have

proved pi^culiarly unfavorable to astronomical science. The impe<linients to (ialilens

observations were trilling compared with tho.se which nmst have lieset theliKu i>riest who
ventured to question the diurnal revolution of the sun round the earth: or to solve the

awlul mystery ol an ec'iipso by so simple an explanation as the iuteriiosition of the moon
between t]i(> sun and the earth. The Mexican Calendar Stone embodies evidenee of greater

knowledii-e ; and was believed by TTumbohlt to indi<ate unmistnki'able relations (o the

ancient scienc(> of 8oulh-Eastern Asia. It is of more importaiuc hi>r(> to note the shorti\e--s

of the ^rexican cycle, and the small amount of error in their deviation i'rom true solar time,

ns i'omi)ared with the European calendar at the time when the Si)aniards lirsi

intruded on Montezuma's ride. That the Spaniards were ten days in I'rror, iis coni-

jiared with the Aztei' reckoninii'. only proves the leimth of time during which errer

had t)een accunndatine- in tiu' reformecl Julian calendar of Europe; and so tenil.<

to coidirm the ideil that the civilisation of the Mexicans was of no very great anti-

quity. The whole evidence supplied Ity Xortheru arclueology jji'ives that in so far

as that civilisation was ol' i'oreigii origin, they must have derived it from the South,

where alike in Central and in Southern America, diverse races, and a native civilisation

replete with elements of progress, havi^ left behind them many enilurini;- memorials el

skill and inecnuity. lint the extremely sliuhl atul very partial traces of it i inlluenc

on any people ol the Northern i oiitineut would of its selfsuHio' to awaken doubts as to il-^

lon^' duration. The civilisalion of Greece and Rome did indeed exercise no direct inlluenc

on transalpine Ivurope : but lony- centuries before tlu' lionians crossed the .Vlps, asthedi^-

closnres of the lake villaii'es, the irannou'es. the kitchen niidden.s, anil the sepulc-hril

u)ounds of Central and X'ortheri'. jMirope prove, the natiims ))ey.)n<l thi'ir ken were

familiar with weavini;'. and with the leramic and metalluruic arts ; wi're far advanced ;
>

a'j-ricullurisl<. bad dnnieslicaled animals. ac(|uired systems of i>honetic writ inu'. and leani' 'I

the value of a currency of the precious metals.

Midwav between Xortb America with its nnredeenied barbarism, and the southeiii

seats of a native Ameri>an civilisation, Mi'xico represents, as I believi'. the lirst (en-

tail of the latter with the former. A gleam of light was just bcaining to daw a

on the horizon of the Northern continent. The long night of its Dark Ae-es was I'omiiiLi'

to a closi'. when the intrusion of the Spaniards al)ruptly arrested the incipient rhi-

lization : aiul began the displacement of its uborigini's and the repetition of the Aryiiii

.-.urope.
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