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AGRIClULTURE IN THE 8011000S.
Tho Commercial liai réceive i front tbe

Colusolidated -'tationery Go., Winnipeg.
copiffl of the two volumes authorized hy thei
advisory board of Manitoba, for use ici teach-
iug agriculture iii the public sctnools. The
Commercial was oaa of the journats whieh
advocated toaching agricu.ture rit the publie
schouls ut Mairiba, but we must say that
we are disappointed with the bookts which
have beau preparcd for the purpose. Tho
course ef agriculture 14, as stated, divided
inte two volumes. The first or primnry
course is called -Our Caniadian Prairies."
A brie! examimiation et this book indicates
that it mi-lit more correctly beo tormed IlAn
Introduction te the Study ot J3tany." Near-
IV hait et the book is talion up with descrip-
tiens of - Thirty Notable Plantq." In a por-
usaI of a numbar et these we finid t.etling ef
practical value te the studont, and vory little
vhicli would appeal te, bis nîemery.

Considerable space is givon te weeds, about
ton pages beiug devoted te a report et a con-
veution te, congidor th(: question of noxieus
weeds and the hast means o! cxterminating
tiran. This is the most practical portion et
the book. Thoeclosiug pages are dovoted te
troc planting and kindred matters3.

This littie volume would bo very usctul as
a reador te, take the place et the regular
readers te semai extent, ini the bchoole, but it
is doubtft if it ce nid ho usod te advantage as
a close study for yon ng stu dents. Tho subool
days of the younLg people in the country aiea
os ten eurtailed, aud every efforti should
tiiereture ht iruade tu iiiake the best nse of the
tis at thcir disposai, for du- ixuparting of
practical informiation. The range o! studias
is aiready tlo great, and we duubt if it illi
prove an advantage We introduce, a pr-mary
course la botaity la the ichools.

The secund volume is calli- Prairie Agra.
culturoý." This is intendcd for moreadvanced
pupils. Wolhave net bean able te examine
this volume very closely yet, bat from.
a glanco, at its contents it appears
te ho a very vaînable and practical
work. The introduction c! is work
inte î.ur public schoois will uLdoubted-
ly do much good te the rising generatien ef
agricnlturîsts. iii teachinc propî.r modes of
farni ng. With tis book tborougbly stadied
ia the scbools, the next generation ot Dai vo
Manitoba tarmers 4huuld ho. a very superior
dais. The book treats et plant growth, for-

* mation ot the soi], drainage, composition and
improvomanit of then soit, cultivating tho soil,
under the various bonds of breaking, ptowing,
narr %*ing, etc., rotation et crepg, varieties
et crops grown aiid their cuitivation, wecds,
disonses ot cropc,, nisects, breediug, teeding,

~7and manageiment ot live stock, mixod farai-
Sirg, tarmn buildings, fonce, trees, etc. Alto-

Sgerber a most usetul and jiractice.l work.

Bfl1TLRIA1 bOTES.
TIE federal minister et -- blie 'vorks has

anvounccd that a now survey ef th, St. An-

drew's raîpids in the Red River w~ili ho inalo
utt once, witli a view te iuiproving tire iiavi-
gatiun of the river b)et%%een MW. 1Lipegý atn
Lako Winnipeg. A î-revioug sîîrvcy llccde
te cuqt o! t-o prupoed îwork atn ou.t1 att -

10f0, buit î'ity eugiîleer Rtittan, o! %\iriîpg
clamai tlîat thIq s tnate is mardiei tgXe igl.
flonce tire tdviçahiliîy oif laviiig atiothor
siirvoy nmado. It isý hoiped tiîat thîs will

ecan someathing mora thaii a puliticai move,
rrovious te or concurrent wîti na political
campaigli.

Ir is reported front Ottawa tiîat the leader
ot tlîe liberal party, Mr. Laurier, lias heen
askod te accompany a moînhîr o! the, govern -
muent to Winnipeg, te conter wit.h the -Maui-
toha goveramelat on tire scliool quiestion.
This may ho talion as complitmentary to Mi.
Laurier, or it rnay ho that thei governmncnt
,wîsh te bind the opposition party, as

rllas thecinselves, te, any arraigumenr
wiîich may ho effected witb MNan)itoha. It is
very doahttul, bowevor, if the Li borals wouid
forego the pessibility et bving able te moa-
potiticat capital eut o! the question, with thre
elections se near at. band, hy jeining hands
with tbe goverument ln titis move toe oure
P. îttiemneut et this dificult problemt.

THIE Interstate Commerce Commission lias
just been considoring a case ot treigbt rates
on wheat iu Oregon, îvbich may hcof interest
ia Manitoba, wlitre the treight rate on
wbeat is sncb an important question. A
complaint was .nade agairit the Union Paci-
fie and the Oregon Railçway ai.d Navigation
Co. that tboy cbarged $1,70 per tont, or 23
cents per 100 pounds on îvheat freint Walla
Waila to Portland, a distance o! 2.16 miles.
Tho contention was tliet 82.46 ner ton, or le
pc -ton per mile, vould boa reasonabie charge
for the service. Atter tho complaiut was
fiied the rate wîns reduced te 81.2.5 par ton,
equal to 21J cents per 111) pounids. The Coin-
mission decided that rates hasad ou le per
ton per mile, namnely, $2.46 froni Walla
WValla, as conitendcd fur l'y the onplaanzts,
-would ho uaijust to the rl,ad uîîder prasent
coniditions. Ou the other band, upon ail the
tacts and considerations boow tbe.n, the

com olrn ed that the rcduced rate o! 214e
per bundred, or 8-4.25 a tom, put inte
effect ia Augîîst, 1894, n'as still se-
what tee bigh for tb'> service rondcred,
and it ruled that the rate irovi M'alla Walia
te Portland, dlance 246 ailes, on wheat in
carloads should net exceed i9jc per bundred
peutids, or $3.W3 par ton.

Now that scedine trne la ait band again, it
wgould ho well for tho press et Mnauitoba te
catU special attution te the neccnity for
bluestonizag ail seed grain. Tho is front
sinut in ,;beat, la the crop et 1895, will toot
up to Lun enormons amouint. The damage
frein trust is greatly exedtd by tire damage
froin sinat. It is esitnated that it m ill cost
ouly about ont. cent par acre te, bluestone the
seod, which is a mocre trifle. Oa the other
band, wheat free front sinut is worth trom 8
te 15 cents per bushel more than a smutted
sanapie, accordirig te the amount o! damnage
from amut. Some faraiers stil seeun tedonbt
the value et bluestoare as a provontat- e for

'îtt, but the proots of its complote abîlîty to
eradica&o -;mut have beori va abutîdantly
dereonstrateil, that it qmtoqs that no reasq.,u-
able p)eirou should entertain a doubt on thtis
point. ý,ii have failed te learru the valuo
of blluestone because the work was carolt-ssly
donc, iLnl( it should ho tinderstool that ovcry
seed should bo thoroughly wot with tire
solutionî, of a proper strength te securo tire
desired resuit.

TUrE papers south ef tire boundary ara
f-cqîoently speaki-ng thet;ù days almut tire
largo inoveiîent of settlecîs front the north
castern. ansi contrat western statos te the
n'irthx.esqterit states. The prinîcipal move-
ment of the population in tire United States
r.t tho procent time appears to ho in tire direc-
lion of 'Manitoba and 'Western Canada, but
they do flot cerne this far. They stop in the
states just south of the bouindary. Canada
miglit ho getting quite a eharcof this move-
ment of population, were it liot tiret, our liva
stock quarantine regulations present an ai-
most ir.surmountable b4rrier tv the crossing
ot tire boundary into, C.tuada. These, people
bring throir livo stock and effec-ts along with
thetn when they move, and so long as the
quarantine regulations romain as theý are,
thora i3 very little use, in trying to induce
theni te, conte tà Western Canada.

TîlERF is quito an active demand through.
ont ýMalitob.a this sp)ring for herses, and the
old - rade of bri nging in horses frorn Ontarie,
has revived to quite an exteont. The cause
of the inczeassd demand may he explaineu in
the following way. Owing tethe very beavy
crop la,;t year, fc'llowcd by au early frceze-up,
tarmet,' did flot get mnuch tait plew ing dune.
It was late before they got tbrough wîth thre
work of saviing their crops, and as the winter
set in earlier than usual. they had vory littla
time f-%r plowing. %ome farrmers dîd not get
a furrow turned last fait. la ordor te over-
takie their ivork this spring, they are plepar-
ing tn- maire a big pushà by puttîrig on extra
tennis, bence, the demand for horses. 1t is
hoped th-it those purchas,ýs ef ea.stern horseaf
wili turn out botte:. thtan in past years. A
few years ago a large trade was donecevery
spring in hrIng-ing in herses fron FastErn
Canada, and fluancial difliculties were
brought upou many a Manitoba farmer by
the purchase of these horses Tire horses
were expensivo in the llrst place. and many
of thoin died in a short time atter tbey were
purchased. la tact this borse question was
one et the leading causes of the difficulties of
.Manitoba farmers. It is to ho hopcd tte
business wili nlot bo ovordone, again, as it un-
doubtedly was in pat years. Varions causes
bave been ascribcd to account for the Mrat
mortality among horscs brought ln bore trom
tire Easqtern provinces. White it i'î nlot the
purpose et The Commercial to, discuas this
teature of the cqse, attention might ho direct-
cd te the western rangez as a source whence
te, procure horses mure suited te conditions
beo. Those western berses are hardy
and already acclimatized, wo mnay say,
hore, though we, believe thora is soine
objection te tire western herses on the
ground th'at thoy are otten flot well broken
aad are difficilt to handie. In speaking et


