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NAIiITORA OOS
The od and foollèh prattice of '*boomlng"

tho crops before they &re harveated, han &gain
breken out ln Manitoba. More ecetatic non-
sente and enthualastla boali le wrltten and
apoken about the. oropa cf Mauitoba thau, la
dons lu any other country lu the world, we
believe. It lis the cuitera wlth %orne hors te
beglo, almost before the. seed la iu the grouud,
te tmlk about giorieus crop prospects, aua
keep It up &Il through the aummer, aud up ta
the tinie the crop las harvested and tome out
pour, eu it bus dons ln smrn yeare. Soma of
these people who talk se enthueisutlcoàly &bout
the crope, osea te imagine tbey ara doing the
country a service, when lu reaiity quit. tbe
opposite la the case. The coutry bau beau
injureui by theïe overdrawn crop reporta. The
catera of Ilboarnlng " the growing crops bus
beeu carried to much au exteut la past yearà,
that Manitoba orop reports are now hardly
taken serlouisly abread. They are genearlly
treated an a joke when Lhey bappen to bob up
in British or United States market@. In paut
yearu the crop, prospecta have alwaya beau
madle Wa appear mu magaliceont, regaxdlesu of
what the actuel result hau beau; and lu sema
cf the yean- when the meut glowfng accounta
were ment cut, the luarvest gave the pooreat
reaulte.

The people cf Mauitoba are net sioes to
biame for thia «<hoorni" cf the crcp pros-
pectr. A gond dent cf iL bau corne frein
essiern government and othet officiaIs, who
have perlispa ruade a brief trip te the Weat,
and wbo think iL part cf their officiei duty te
4 boomn" the country. Sorne of the moat unre-
Hable reporta regarding Masnitoba cropu have
iu thua way emenated from Ottawa shottly
after the returu of an officiait person from a
western trip. Reporta ment direct frein Mani.
toba are usually more reliable, although there
hoa aime beau a decided tendency bere te ovardo
the prospects, even with the more conserva-
Live, white a portion cf the press and public
bave adopted the Ilbea=u" style in wnitlng
about the crcpu.

This year there bau been iss cf thia '<boom"
crcp literature flyfrg about tban iu past years,
and it ia pleaaing ta note that the custocn in
gradually dying eut, year by year. People
are beginning ta learn that the country wull
live sud proaper wlthout. se mncb entiiosiantia
talk about cropu, etc. Perbaps we are getting
more faitlin theb country onrsives, and do net
uced te about se tend ta keep aur courage up.
At any rate, considerlng the prospect, there
bas net beenau asnucb cocp lbeorning" thia
seasan au might have beeu looked for. The
fairly goad ontlook, hewever, lia encouzagea
smrneW make reporta about the crops wbich a"e
cverdrawn. Following là a paragraph cf thia
nature, whlch has appeared iu saveral, influsu.
ftia eaten papens, aud aime in &mo United
States journuhs.

«lThe reporta cf creps in Manitoba are ait cf a
ment Utactory charactur. lSeldom la Lb.

experienue of the eldeat settiera bave the pros.
pects been us gond aisat tis seascu cf tb. yeir,
and Lb. prediction la freely aud confldtutiy
made that farmera are about te rieap the larget
cropa lu the hiatory of the provcInce, the yleld
promislng te rivai that cf the phenomenal crep
cf 1887. There la ne doubt now of tbe semaon's
orop. The growth le aasured beyond perad.
ventura, and everythiig promises early and
eatlsaatory msatiitty. E very day's expe.-ince
la confirming the hlgii bepes cf the farmera and
ail wbo deaire tbeir prosperlty."

There le ne doubt cf thls paragrapb belog
everdrawn. The prospect, white good, la net
'<plenomenal." White the average- condition
la gecd--even very good-IL mlibt ba botter.
Some districts hava had tee mucli rain, aud
oropa on Iow lands have auffereci. Other sections
have net had aufiRient, meliture, snd the atraw
le ligb t and the yield likely We ha rather under
than over a fair average. The general outlook,
bowever, as wa have stated, la prornlalng, and
if the. orop, maiutains Its preneut condition te
Lb. finisb, their will ba every reasen ta rejoice,
aud net mach routa for camplaint.

LMFÂ1i lu IgBÀJA
The establisbhment cf a lina cf steaniahipa

between Canada and Australie. han auwakened
unucb jnterest lu tbis ceuntry iu aur inter.
colonies cf Lh. south seau. Ail newapaper
readers know that Australla la joat at preseut
psing throngb a very severe financial criais,
but probably few people have any clear idea as
te the nature aud cause cf the trouble. Wlth
Lb. intereat now being taken bora in Australien
maLtera, sn officiai opinion as te Australiau
diffiolties will ha wcrthy cf perusal: Sir
James Cox Bray, Agent-General for South
Australie lu London. Englanfi, bau, on acceunt
cf the goverament cf that oolony, deposited
witii London baukers, aufficient lundi te meet
all ptymenta due eox the publie debt duniug the
prenant year. Sir J. Cox B3ray aayu that the
investore lu Australiean goverament loans need
have ne fear that the principal and interest
wyll ha pald as they become due. lit saya
that business geueraily, tbough quiet, bas net
been dlaturbed by the collapsa cf tha bonks,
and confidence lu returning. The crop prou.
pect la gooa, owing ta the meut abondant nain.
611l iu many years.

The colony cf Victoria bai beau a great
aufferer from the prenant criais. Lieut. <louerai
Sir Andrew Clarke, the acting Agent General,
admits, in an interview with a neprezeutative
cf London Commerce, that tb. wbolc miafor.
tune bai heu brougbt about tbrongii oven-
apeculatien in city sud suburban landa. Pricea
cf prepertiea were rusbed up We bursting point,
aud rneney bas beau barrowed ou estates tigbt
up ta tha hilt aud beyond it. Undue infl4tiou
wait thn given te valnu by specultars, ne that
when tb. panie firat became feit the apeculators
at once accelsrated the diaster aud macle
thinga lock reaiiy worse than evar.

Sir Andrew Clarke maye the people belonging
te tbe counutry are net lu pecuuiary aificulties,
but that the adventurers aud the specutar
are the auffereru. The people are plicing th.ir
rney iu Lbe savingu banka and are u sonna ai
ever. Victoria will certminly meet; ber engage.
ments as regards payment, ef interest. The
auocemu attendant ou the reconstruction of smrn
cf the banka bau cansed meveral other banku

aud wbelesale bouse tW teek refuge in the sme
abelter sud by the ame preceau.

le atatea that rallwaysa nd barbera, ronds,
&o., may have been but tee quiekly, but, st
heaist, the money bas net been wamted, sud
there lu somethlng te show for Il. The coun.
try bas gens toc faut abead, but Lbe meost diffi.
cuit part, th%»' cf opeulag a nov coninuent, la
flulshed, and a few years wilt sea Australla vis
flourlsblog as ever. Trade at tho pretent mo-
ment là naturaily aflected, but iL will net balte
log We sbake off tha preaent dapreulion.

Tbis Io the opinion cf au Austraianý' reident
lu London lu au officiel capaclty, and officiais
are often liable Le tuke a more roseate view cf
maLters than circumnatances inay warrant.
Stili the energy whlcb tbe people cf Anstralia
have sbown lu the past, wiil ne doubt rerve tW
quickly pull thora througii their proet
troubles aud place thern upon the rond te con-
tinuons prosperana deveiopmeut. The Aua-
traiaus have a great country te devahop.
They bave undoubtedly '<boorned" Lbsir country
toc rnucb, sud pusbed developineut, toc faut, but
they wi'l live clown their difficulties sud flourlsh
agalu lu due Lime, thoogli the effdct cf the
collapse cf the inflation wlli ndoubtedly ba
fait longer than the more optlrnlstln \.Ili nov
admit-sund meut peeple engagea lu developing
s new country are optimiste.

THÉ WINBIPEG INDISJERIAL,
The Fret Prens la we believe deoidedly

aitary lu attrlbutlng the dearease la exhibits at
the necent exhibition ta the close financia
situation. IL la a poun rate, tiieY say, which
wiUl not work botli ways. Now, the attend.
suce was larger than laut year, notvithstsucl.
ing the falling off la exhibita. If finaucla
ciocues were the cause, there vcnld hava
beau a falling off la Lb. attendance au well as lu
exbibita. The truc neamen for Lbe poorer dis.
play la somae departmente lis as stated in Tuuc
C0nMgaCczA laut week, nameiy, the extension
tbis yeat of the donation cf the exhibition.
This axtenalea did net interfèe with visiter#,
who could came oui go at piesaura but iL vu
a serions maLter tW axhibitors, wbo had bo ha
on baud et the opeulng, sna reman until the
close. lanos, white there wau an mcrasse in
attendance, thers was a dacrease la exhibitu,

The exhibition sic nId be held se thit exibi-
tara cuil cerne and go 'withinthe week. Tbnee,
or four days at Lb. outtide, la long enougli te
serve ail purposes. Sncb an arrangement as ta
Lime wanld draw out a mucii boLLer exhibit,
white we belleve the. atteudance weuld Ica jet
as large, aud Lb. running expeusea would
ha mat.orlally rcdnced. The few bundred
more visitons whe may poamibiy ha se-
cureid by apres.ding the. fair ovar no mapy
daya wyul net; begin to pay for. Lb. inoreaued
expenue, witle mont cajectionable cf aIl, tbe
lengtbening cf Lb. Lime bau been dune abtheb
expenu cf Lh. meut important fuature of tic
exhibition - the tgrlcalturai dlaplsy. The
daily figures cf attendance show the mulatake
cf extending Lb. Lime. Oniy 800 perdont
attended on Saturday, snd lau than 3,000 lu
tbe aggregate for Monclay sud Tuenday. The
attendance wau practioally on the Lire. days
cf WVednemdy te Fciday Inclusive.

Any penscu who vWmltheLb grounds on


