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DEMAND EQiJAL CONSIDERATION.

T H-E Comniissioners at WVashington are working in secret
upon the tariff questions, and it is, perhaps, best, under

the circumistances, that the policy of withholding information
regarding details until the full report is ready should be adhered
to. We have, howcver, noticed, in ail the articles whîch have
appeared ini the daily papers respecting the negotiations, that,
white a gaod deal of attention has apparently been paid to the
question of free lumber in return for free pine logs, but little
is ever heard about free pulp for free spruce logs. It must no'.
be lost sight of that whatever treaty or arrangements niay be
arrived at, as a result of the pending negotia:ions, will, in ail
probability, be the basis of the relations between the two caun-
tries for rnany years ta corne. W'e have before pointed out that
the rapid development of the use of wood pulp, during the past i j
Vears, lias entirely revolutionized the condition of affairs in our
forests, and bas imparted a commercial value ta th, which was
before cornparatively worthless. T'he wood pulp industry in
Canada is, as yet, but ici its infancy, and no one to-day will
pretend to say that the lirnit of useiulness to which t:e pulp
niay be applied is within sight. If the indicatUons are not mis-
lea-ding, the pulp and paper industry of the Dominion, which
now rivais its sister industry o! the iorest, wilI, within a very few
years, far surpass it in importance and value. It is, therefore,
quite clear that, in any discussion of reciprocity ini forest pro-
ducts, spruce wood and pulp should receive equal consideraîjon
with pine logs and lumber.

Our Commissioners sbould flot overlook the object lesson
contained in the Canadian trade returns for the fast fiscal year:-
Exports; of wood pulp to ail countries, $7195. Exports Of
pulp wood, $71 1,152. Had the pulpwoodwhich wentintothe
United States duty free been manufactured into pulp in Canada,
.lhe value of the wood pulp exported would have been increased
by about $2,ooo,ooo, which would have gone int the packets
oi the workingmen and maniufacturers of Canada. Neither

*hould the Canadian Commissioners overlook the sousid, logical
arguments cortiîaned ini the following resoitution passed by a
meeinîg of paper and pulp manufacturers held at Mvontreal in
September: " It is the sense oi this meeting that an export
duty be immediately placed on ail pulp wood exported from
Canada (noa matter in what shape or size) which would bc
equivalent ta the present import duty on Canadian puip enter-
ing thi- United States, unlcss the Ulnited States admit 11l Cali-

adian pull), boilh chcniical and niechanical, free of ail inmport
duty."

Any nicasure of reciprocity which does flot securc for thie
products of aur pull) milis the same advaiiages in the Arncrican
as that which is accorded the products of our saw milîs will have
failed ta meet the recluirements of the hiour, and wvill cripple
and sacrifice an industry whiciî, though yourig ici years, lias al-
ready attained rohust strength, and which, wlien fully developed,
will be a mast patent factor in the cauntry's prosperity.

EXPORT DIJTY ON PLJLP WOOD.

T HE opporients of the proposai to place ;an export duy
on pull) wood, who based their arguments upon the sicces-

sities of the poor setters, who now find a source af consider-
able revenue in their spruce timber, have received a rude rehuif.
There is, perhaps, no portion ai Canada where the settlers hiave
derived greater bcnefits from the dcmiand for pulp wood than ii
Algama, and it miighit naturally be expected that the strongest
opposition ta the proposed duîty would corne frorn these
settlers. he Algoma Conservator, a wcekly paper published
at Gore Bay, Manitaulin Island, ini the very heart of the spriice
district, and which may fairly be acceptud as expressing the
sentiments ai ils settiers and farier subsctibers, lias declared
that an export duty on pulp wood is the rcmedy for the dii-
culty. T'he ane thing which Algoma wants is population ta de-
velop its rich resources of the forest and soif, and The Conserva-
tor shrewdly argues that the imposition af an export duty on pulp
wood, high enough ta prohibit its exportation, would have the
effect of establishing pulp milis along the nordh shores of faites
H-uron andi Superiar. This candid expression of opinion by a
paper representing the pull) wood rarmers rnay be the turning
point in the agitation for an cxport dut>'. l'le impression tlîat
such a duty would be unpopular witlî these farniers and would
endanger the popularity af those politicians who advocated it
had a poirertul effect ilen the proposai was under discussion
belore. Once ket the settler farmer declare for such a dut>',
this elemecnt ai political dangter being removed, the question
camnes within the range of practical politics, whiclî may bc
handled %vith saiety ta thosc taki:îg it up, ind the p)rospeccts for
its adoption are niaterially irnproved. If thie Ujnited States
taxes our pîull), the least the Cana.-diani ('ove:rnmtent can do is ta
make therci pay an cxpaît duty on ptîlp wood and gîvc Canadian
pulp milîs a chance.


