
THE GREAT QIL SCRAMBLE

Saskatcliewan has not been over-
looked by the oul prospecter. Near
Fusilier, close to the Alberta Iiie, a
well bas been sunk to a depth of 3,000
fet. In several other wells ncarby
smrall seepages of oit have been, en-
eountered.

And then we come to, another vast
virgin field-Britisii Columbia. Ac-
eording te Dr. D. B. Dowling, of Ed-
monton, who is in charge o! the geo-
logical survcy i NVe'tern. Canada,
there are so far only a f.w oùt sec-
pages in Britieli Columbia, and lie is
not particularly optinustic as to thc
prospects of finding oit in paying
quantities in the newer mainland sec-
tion. Quite the reverse, howcver, are
the opinions o! the men engaged in
drilling weUls in Britishi Columbia.
Severat independent outfits have es-
tablislied theinsèlves in the. lower
main and have been encouraged by
the. geological indications. Reports o!
the, Dominion Government Geological
Society show large outerops o! car-
bonaceous timestones, elsewhere a pro-
lifle source o! oil, in the Koot.nay
country, and petroleu lias aetually
been found in the. neighbourhood, and
verifled by Dr. Selwyn as far back
as 1891. Tii. oilfields o! California
are not uiilike the prospective fields in
Kootenay, aud it woiild lead to a boom
there siinilar te the. famous gold rush
to that section i the~ 'sixties, follow-
ing close upon the heels of the gold
excitement in Califôrnia.

There are many men who have faitli
in Britishi Columbia as su oil pro-
ducer. That portion o! the. province
that isa drained by the Peace River is
at present b.ing explored at the. ex-
pense o! the provincial governient
with a view to ace.rtafiig the. oit pos-
ulbilities, sud a Britishi corporation
has applied for concessions tiiere.

Within the. st few years oil lias
becoine a super-essential te modern
iuduatrial activity. Thisia l the. age
of petrolelun. Tii. country that con-
trôla the. most extensive petroleum.
reserve will be the master of the
world's industry. Mid .so to-day w.

witness a giganitie acramble among
the leading powers for a eonspicuaous
place in the sun, tus time represented
by that familiar and al-important
coinmodity of coummerce.

As a matter of fact, is there actu-
ally a ahortagel And what of the
future? Last year tii. United States
alone consumed 436,000,000 barrels of
oil. Five years from now the anuual
consumption of that country, it is esti-
mated, will reacli 650,000,000 barrels.
Wliy? New uses are eonstanitly be-
inig found for petroleuni producta.
Take the situation tlirougliout the
world and examine somie of the causes.
One of the consequences of the. war
was the dislocation of some of the
largest and most producetive eoalfields
of Europe. The mines'of the United
Kingdom wcrc seriotisly aff eeted, and
in finding substitutes for Britishi coal
attention was necessarily first
direeted towards liquid fuel. An-
other important factor arising ont of
the war is the appalling destruction
of animnate hors. power and the. high
cost of its maintenance due to the ris-
ing cost of feed, causing fariners and
other pre-war users of horse trans-
portation to avait themselves of i-
ternai combustion engines for traction
and other purposes. Ini Canada and
the. United States the growth of Diotor
traction on farin as8 been nothing
shxort of phenomenal. The. automo-
bile is no longer tùken as an indica-
tion of wealth on the. part of the.
owner, for almost everyone nowadays
seems to pse one, especially i the~
more prosperouE sections. The sav-
inga of many fauiilies, frugal for
years, have been expended during the
st two or tiiree years on cars aud

gasoline. To own a car lias became an
obsession and >a hobby to b. indulged
in by alcasses sem l, whetiier
the, individual eau really afford the.
luxury-somfetines the car is that-
or net.

When the. EarI of Cuirzon, sp.aking
before Parlianient, decae not long
ago that the, Allies floated to victory
on a wave of oil chose an unusual


