
A SURGEON IN ARMS

by shell fire, while your enemy is backing into 
greater supplies hourly.

One of the most difficult propositions is to 
keep the different parts of your immense or­
ganization in communication with battalion, 
brigade, and divisional headquarters. Many 
different methods are used.

Perhaps the most reliable is by runner, or 
courier, on foot. The runner has an arduous, 
dangerous, and often thankless, task, which he 
performs as a rule patiently, bravely and tire­
lessly. The telephone, telegraph, and power 
buzzer—the latter being sometimes used with­
out wires, at a distance as great as 4000 yards 
—are commonly employed, though they have 
many disadvantages. The first of these is the 
difficulty in installing them in the face of heavy 
shelling and counter attacks by the enemy. 
Secondly, they are likely to be put out of com­
mission, their wires being destroyed by shells. 
Finally, their messages are often picked up 
through the earth by your opponents with 
some apparatus invented for the purpose.

There are the semaphore and flashlight meth­
ods of signaling, and signaling by flares, all 
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