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60 ANIMALS (II-' NORTH AMKIUCA.

I'or tlieii' rocky iind frravclly Ixtttoins, I'm* tlit> coMin'ssiuid purity ol'tlicii'

wnttM", and lor tlicir niiiid currents. Tlni>-(; \vlii(li jiflord the anuior

the most pport an; rather huiall and shallow, andonipty into tidc-wator

rivers; while in the others they are (diielly taken with the net. The

rivers in the Nortliern part of the I'nited States liavinu,- all more or

less heen bloeked up with mill-dams, the salmon is only I'ound in their

estuaries; and it is said the only river in the I'nited States whicli n<iw

affords spurt to the salmon fisher, is the Aroostook in Maine. Thoy

are never taken in any river south (d' iJostou now. In olden tinu\s

they lVe(|Ucntcd the Sus<|uehanna, the Delaware and Hudson rivers,

and were altundant in the Thames and Conneetieut. On the former

stream it used to be stipulated by the day labourer, that he should

liave salmon jilaeed upon his table only four tinu^s in the week ; and

an old man residinf]^ on that stream stated to Weld, that th(! value of

three salmon forty years aj^o was equal to one shad.—the former beinir

so much more abundant than the latter. But steamboats and the din

of cities, have lont^ since frightened the salmon from their ancient

haunts, and the beautiful aboriiiincs of those streams, now seek for

undisturbed homes in more Nortliern waters.

The process of spawning; has been described by various writers;

but as all may not have the facilitv of readinir works on the salmon

and its habits, we will [five a slidit account u'leancd from authentic

sources. They do not breed in lakes, ponds, or any still deep water.

It is only in the shallows where the waters run clear and swift over

p;ravelly or sandy bottoms, that tliey deposit their ejius. It is for

this that they seek the heads of streams, shootinp: up the rapids and

leaphig water falls, countini;' no exertion or fatigue too great, if they

may but safely deposit the liopcs of future years where the higldy

jvrated waters ripi»ling over their jirocreant cradle, may quicken the

embryo salmon into life.

In the ascent the females lead the way. After reaching the river

sources, when the water has cooled to about 42° Fahrenheit, they pre-

pare to deposit their spawn. By this time the male and female have

put on respectively the aopearance known as " lied fish" and '' Black

fish." The male is the Bed fish, the sides takinc; on an orange

hue, paling into yellow on the belly, tlie spots become a bloody red,

and are seen on the dorsal and caudal fins ; the back becomes greenish,

and the cheek is striped with orange. The lower jaw also elongates

into a hooked cartilaginous excrescence, fitting into the upper. The


