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wide. Tlio work \vu«i Hiii)})le, and it wiis to he rallied dm in a city of

a couple of huiidn>d thousand jK'oplc supiilyiiig all uiatciial and lal)or

that could po;-sil)ly be re(|uircd for tliti work. TIkmc has Ihm-m jiaid

out u{)on that work in cash i?39l,00O. Takiii;^ the outside estimate

of the cost of the work !?-(>0,000, und we have an adinilted loss to

the country of !?1."}1,000, even if the counti-y is lU'ver ealh'd ujxm to

make j,'ood the claim still outsranding and in liti<,'ation. Thert'fore, in

discussinf( the (juestion as to how this country came to lose $l.'i4,00(',

it is not nec(?ssary to lefer to the expenditure in conaection with inves-

tigation into that loss. Trials have taken place, suspected persons have

been brouf^ht to trial, not only once but twice, and have been acijuil-

ted. According to the reas<tning of the lion. meniV)er for Western
Assinibuia (Mr. DaviiO, the moment tliere was a failure of justice,

and one cf these accused persons acquitted, the Ciovernnient must
never again attempt to secure justice against tiiera. In discussing

this question, as I said, I do not intend to use controversial testimony,

and therefoi'e

WILL SIMPLY QUOTE FKOM TIIK HKCORDS OK TlIK (iOVERXMKNT
THEMSELVES.

What were the steps taken in «»rder to secure the performance of the

work ? The resolution chat-ges the Minister of Public Works with

having disregarded business principles.

NO PUBLIC TENDERS FOR THE WORK WERE DEMANDED,

either for supplying material or for supplying labour. The best that

could be said is that tenders were privately invited from half a dozen
persons in the city of Montreal for the supply of a portion of the labor

for one of the works, and that, not the chief work.

» NO TENDERS WERE INVITED

for a large portion of the material—the lumber that went into the
work. Over $45,000 worth of lumber was bought by private pur-

chase without competition. Parliament voted the money for this work
in May, 1892 The Government ought to have known at that time
what they wanted ; and yet we do not find that they have any definite

plan matured for carrying out the work until about a year
afterwards. Fi' st they proposed to have the canal deepened to

14 feet. After having had estimates upon that basis, they chanj,ed

their specifications to 18 feet. Then, after wasting valuable time
and getting into the middle of the winter they changed the esti-

mates again to 22 feet. Now, I ask any business man if that showed
any great business aptitude in regard to public works? Not only were
they changing their plans, which ought to have been more or less ma-
tured when they asked Parliament in the previous year for money, but
they undertook the performance of the work at a very advanced period

of the winter. Now, it should be borne in mind that


