for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince
whose character is thus marked by every act which may de-
fine a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at-
tempts made by their legislature.to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction overus. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we
. have conjured them by the ties of our commeon kindred, to

disavow these usurpa , which would lncvn..blz interrupt

our conncxion and correlpondonce. The( ve been
-~a& deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must
therefore acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our
. separation and Hold them as we hold the rest of mankind,
& eacmies in war ; in peace, friends.-
We, therefore, the representafives of the United States
% of America, in éenenl Con azsembled, appealing o
© the Supreme Judge of the world, for the rectitudg of our in-
tentions; do in the name, and by the authority of the good
people of these calonies, nhnnly publish and declare, ‘I'hat
hese united colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES ; thatthey are absolved
from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all politic-
al connexion between them and the state of Great Britainis,
and ought to be totully dissolved ; and that asfree and inde-
pendent states, they have full r to levy war, conclude
peace, contract alliances, lish-commerce, and to do all
other acts and things which independent states may of right
do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re-
lance on the protection of divine Providence, we wmutually
edge to each other, our lives, our fortunes androur sacred’
or. JOHN HANCOCK, Preudeut.
New- H.mpsb!rl. ]'ﬁli Bartlett, Wmh-:m:pl;“m}ft;:b’ hry
Liland szq&. ins, William Ellery ','"".
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a San. Chafe Paca, Thn Stone, Charles Cartoll, of Cartollton.
Wrginia, Geo, Wythe, Rich, H Lee, Th. Fefferfon, Benjansin Harrifon, Thomes
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@ » Tgofeph Hewes, john Penn,
South Carelina, Edw. Rutledge, Heyward, jr. Th. Lyach, jr. Ar. Middicvos.
Buttou Gwimnety, Ly Ih‘. £ Walton.
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