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soldiers, very unmanageable, even from the highest,

to the lowest of them. I one day detached from

Detroit my second in command, General Theller,

with a schooner full of men, to take possession of

Point Pele Island, below Amherstburg, and there

to wait until I should join him with the remainder

of our force. On passing Amherstburg, however,

he thought it had a very defenceless appearance,

and he suddenly decided on attacking it, in the

hope of taking the feather out of my cap, as the

saying has it, and thereby raising himself at once

to eminence. He made the attack, but failed, being

with his men and schooner captured by your people.

And thus was my then plan entirely frustrated. In

short, our people are very unfit materials for

soldiers."

Much to this effect has already become public by

what has appeared in the newspapers of the recent

doings in Mexico ; and much more, no doubt,

existed, but which may never become public.

Neither does the success which attended the Ame-

rican army in Mexico at all change my opinions of

the inefficiency of that army. The hope of finding

riches in that country, no doubt, induced many to

join that army, and the well known feeble character

of the Mexicans gave more confidence and energy

to the Americans than they could display before an

army of undoubted skill, and well known individual

strength and bravery.

From the experience I have had during the late


