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the philosopln- or ideas which constitute the ^rouiul work

upon whicli all facts arc based. In otlier words, theory

must precede action.

John Cabot, ceti.ainly, and Sebastian Cabot, pussibl)-, were

the first Kuropeans to discover the American continent and

make record and carto;4ra|)liica! reproenlation of the same,

preserving to all posterity the time, pi.ice and circumstance

of their discov.-r\-. To tlie present time the American peo-

ple have neglected to place oi".- stone ..i)oi\ another desii^ncd

to memorialize those men, or to express ;^ratitiide for tlie

geographical discovery, which either made our grer.t nation

a possibility, or an accomplished fact. While we claim for

the Cabots the distinguished lionor of the first view of the

American continent, technically, and in fact, we do not pre-

sume to nanic them as the discoverers of America, in the

largest and more just st.-iise of the phr.ise. That ilistin-

guished honor the world has Ujng since accorded to Chris-

topher Cobunbus, and their righteous judgment should

never again be disi)uted. 1 he discovery and exploration of

America camiot be uiulerstcotl by <Wt' tlistinct statement of

fact. The results of various navigations and explorations,

attended with much peril and anxious solicitude, covciing a

period of two huntlrcd years, makes intelligible and plain to

us, what to the early n;.\'igators and explorers was chaotic

and at most dubious, and solely problematical. Nor is it

necessary for tlie purp'ises of thi:-; paper that v,e review all

that early history in detail. The nautical problem and the

geograjihical discoveries proposed by Diaz, D,i Gama, Co-

lumbus, Magellan, Verrazano, and the Cabots, was not to find

an unknown continent, but solely to ascertain the most feasi-

ble route to tiie eastern shorc.>> of Asia. At the time the Ca-

bots made iheir first vo)'age of discovery all the knowledge

that Euroi)e possessed pertinent to the great problem,was,that

Columbus had come upon islands in the Atlantic which he

and all others supposed was the continent of Asia, or immedi-


