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man were to return to ibis troubled world.
The divine faithi which the honourable
leader of the House bas in the future of our
National Railways is wonderful indeed, wben
we stop to consider last year's balance sheet
and the evidence in the files of your cern-
mittee. The tenderness wjth whicb hie just
ton ched that perilous thing, enforced co-opera-
tion. conveyed to me the impression that hie
fuliy appreciated the dangers that lurked
bchind its active application. 0f course, en-
foret d( or coniuiiirorv co-operation muver wili
he, put into effect.

I ruay ho short-siglited, but on careful
examination I cannot sce anythiiog in the
committee's report xvhich is now before yen.
It promises nothing. If this honourabie
Hou"e accepts it, yen may be assured that
nothiing xvilii happen to disturb the present
situation for anothor year at loiist. It is
difficuir te vote "content" for nothing; so I
shiail vote "nion-content*' when the committee'1s
report, cornes nip for approval.

Honourahie senators may xxeli ask mie, after
thie rcinark-s I hiave ruadec se far, whiat I think
xviii bp t ho final solution of our railway prob-
lem. I amn somnetimes accused of takin- too
long-range a view of inatters. I hope I arn
wrong in thiis instance, for I frankiy say to
you thart. in ruy opinion, xvhen the tinae
cornes that our raihvay situa tien forces the
Canadiani people to act, it wili endl-iko it
or, net in gox eroment ownership of railways.
If that is te ho avoided, public opinion xviii
haxe te undergo a great change. It beliooves
tlîose wlho are opposed to goe erement owner-
shiip te lo-.o ne oppertuinity of piacing thieir
facts before the country in a way thiat wili
carry ceux ici ion. Hlow ever, it is my con-
sidered opinion that governrnent ownership
of ail oui- raihvays is inevitable. My conclu-
sien ris te geverrnent ownershîp is arrived
at, prinripaliy, by recognition of txxo faets.
The first is the fear of moniopoiy in the
prescrit proposal for unification. This I have
already dùalt xith. The outstanding faet,
liowever. is thiat private capital is no longer
availabie for railxvay requirements. lie xvould
ho a verv foolish man who would invest bis
mione.v in any stcana-raiixvay secririties to-day.
Any money required by our railxvays in the
future, and it xviii ho ran-v caillions of dol-
larq, rnust corne froni the' Federai Govern-
muent. I do net beliexe the country xviii ever
ho prepared te, advance sîcia funds te, a
rornpany xvhich is haif privateiy-oxvnod. And
I nxay sav that if yen have unification noxt
year yeu can oNxpect the unified companies
te ho at the door of Parliamont asking for
ftrnds by way of guaranteed bonds or some-

thing of tlaat sort, In any event tlaey will
have te, bave money te, carry on witb, and
Canada will bave te provide it.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: And many
millions would be needed te bring about
unification.

Hon. Mr. McRAE: Many millions. Thae
present enforced oconomies in our raiiways
cannot continue indofiniteiy. New capital wiil
ho necessary soon. if it is net, noxv, unless
xve are content te permit our railways te
drift fartber behiind the tirnes. The funds te
meot the-e requirenients can coino froua oniy
one source, aed that is the federal treasnry.
The sums required during the next ton yoars
te rojuvenate our railxvays and bring thoena np
te date xvill be very large indcd, mxore
particularly if a really constructive consolida-
t ion is put into effect, one xvili would ho in
k1eping xvitlh the times, and I fear tlaat only
(lire nocossitv xviii bring the public te that
franao of mnad w'hieh ailI niake possible tue
savings in operations xve bave heon discssing.*

To-day our citizens are generaily for
econorny as long as it doos not disturb their
partietriar locality-as long as their ex is net
gorod. This position of our citizens througb-
eut the country niust, change. They must ho
prepared te accept sncb incoravenience as the
hcst interests of tire country as a wbole
dermand, provided tlbev are net deprived of
reasonable railway facilities.

Tiae raiixxay is a national institurtion whrch
cannot ho aiioxved te dlie. Canadax niust con-
tinue its raiixvays to provide necessary trans-
portation. If, after ali econorniecs are effected,
there stili romnains a deticit ora operation, as
I fear xviii ho tire caise, x-e hall haave te assurne
iblis arauai dei it,îatiug it aý a -iiuidv te
ho pa md 1)av h e Fo ei a iCe c a r for rtho
general goud andi xxl eii f ouî (.ou1u11-
-a a1 Whoie.

Evon if the solution lie gex-errarent oxvýner-
siiip, I shahl net lose ail hope. Sncb a rail-
xvay organization, wxith its qrmy of employees,
uîugit xveii restrit in a goxernant witlon
a governrnient, unless the'organization were
divor-ceel frorn politicai domination as xveil as
political inrerference. It siiouid ho xithin our
poxwer te devise xvays and mneanis te, safeg-uard
sucli an enterprise.

I arn stili hopeful of our deirnocracy. I
still haave confidence in the ability of Can-a-
dians. I ama prend te ho a Canadian. It
shouid he possible to find Canadians capable
of managing a business of this magnitude and
xvho. absolutely proteced against political or
ontsiele intorference or hindrance, wotrld for
patriotic reasons accept an appointment te
the board of dircters of our National Rail-


