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Hon. Mr. DAVID-Heer, hear; thet is
the point.

Hon. Mr. DÂNDURAND-The Reilway
Committee was unenimously in fevour of
giving these pawers ta the Board af Rail-
way Conunissioners, provided they were
exercised befare the House was sitting. I
canfess that personally I stood by my first
intimation of voting for the Bill, even if
the cart was ahead of the harse, as it ap-
peared ta be tu the majarity of the memn-
bers o! the Senate and o! thet committee.
I did su because I feit, althaugh we were
granting powers ta an irresponsible body
ta ait in judgment aver our own action, thet
if an injustice should be done by that
Board o! Railway Commissioners, Parlia-
enent could always remedy the injustice
by legisiation et the following session, and
that we could, notwith*stending our man-
date, grant the powers that were sought
for the location of the railway thet had
been denied by that irrespansible body.
We adjourned those two Private Bills, and
this amendmnent to the Reilway Act in the
Railway Committee two or three times over
the lest two or tbree yeers, and we re-
marked, with the public representatives
of the press present, that we were feced
with difficulties, but thet we wanted, befare
passing those Private Bis, tu be satisfied
thet the province ai Ontario. or the Hydro-
Electrie Commission, would have an op-
portunity ta be heerd before us, -beceuse
we neyer saw them, we neyer had themn
before us, and yet we edjourned frein week
ta week with the express desire ai giving
full satisfaction ta dlaims ai Ontario in this
matter. Personelly, I seid thet I would go
any lengt.h with the senatoriel delegetion
fremn Ontaria, ta. maintein the eutonomy oi
Ontario, -and give fll swing ta the experi.
ments that were .being tried by the Hydro-
Electrîc Commission. I was nai preseni
at the lest sitting ai the Railway Commit-
tee, but I find thase twa privete Bills have
passed without any amendment, be-cauSE
there- was e proposition that the smendmienl
ta the Railway Act shauld be teked an tc
those reliway Bills in order toaevaid making
general iegisletian ta cuver special casers
To thîs moment we, have net heard frair
the ]Railway Cammittee. whose chairmen ii
my hon. friend from Portage la Prairie, ai
tu the disposal ai these amendments tu thi
Railwey Act. I should like tu hear from hin
and ta knaw why there ha& been no report

-Hon. Mr. WATSON-There is no repor
beeuse it was maved in the cammittee theý

the Bill should not be reported. We de-
ferred consideration practically over the
session. The Hydra-Electrie ai Ontario I
think had ample notice of our meeting. I
think they were notified specially when our
meeting would take place, and they neyer
showed us the courtesy ai being present.
Mr. Beck made a strong fight in the Honse
oi Commo'ns, and alter that went back ta
Toronto and neyer came back. The particu-
1er objection was to clause 3 of the Bill,
where they put in the hands ai the conm-
mission the power practically to veto legis-
lation of Parliament. The clause reads as
iollows:

3. The Board may approve such mnap and lo-
cation. or any portion thereot. or mnay mnake or
require uuch changes and alterations therein as
It deema expedient; but If the Board deems
that the construction of a raiiway upon the
proposedl location or upon any portion tbereof
in not In the public Interest It shahi refuse
approval of the whole or of such portion; and
in any case where the Board deemas.

I think the committee teck this view.
that the Parliament oi Canada should de-
cide what was in the public interest. - So
fer as the locationi was concerned. we had
noa -objection ta the board approving of the
plan. In feet, they have that right now,
but the Minister ai Railways approved pi
the plan firit. The committee vie'wed the
Bill in that way. For instance, if we passed
a Bill far e railway from Ottawa to Mont-
real, the baard could flot only say the rail-
road shauld not be located in a certain
place, but that it should not be built et
ail. That is the reason it was not reparted.
I venture ta say there has been no Bill
befare the comniittee since I have been a
member ai it that received more careful
consideretion than this one. I think the
Citizen imust be misinformed in same way,
hecause I cennat conceive of the Citizen
making th-at attack on the Senate ini the
lang-u age they have used if they had known
the iacts.

Hon. Mr. DANDTJRAND-Could we have
the assurance ai the leader ai the Gavern-

Iment that in the early days of next session
hie will bring amendments ta restore the
clauses ai the Railway Act ai 1883, which

a ws-injudiciously aniended, I might say, in
i1906?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-It may not be

improper for me ta say, as representing the
Goyernment before the Railwey Committee
in connectian with. this proposed amend-
ment ta the Railway Act, that I have ta
psy this tribute ta members, not only in


