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of the franchise. They are a wise and
conservative population, amongst whom
there is no taint of socialism or nihilism,
and they would therefore be a safe popu-
lation to exercise such a privilege.
I do not believe in so frequently bringing
up the questions of socialism or radicalism
in a land like ours. The tendency of
such a course would be, were our popula-
tion not so conservative in their social
principles to give rise to the very evils which
we deprecate. The hon. gentleman from
De Lanaudiere, says that this Bill takes
the control of the family from the father.
I say it strengthens the influence of the
family instead of weakening it, because,
for instance, a family consisting of a father
and four grown-up sons will have five votes
under this Bill, whereas at present they
have only one. Children generally, with
rare exceptions, obey their fathers, and
by this law you offer inducements to the
boys to stay at home with their parents.
The Bill does not give the sons a share in
the father's property except for political
purposes, and therefore cannot place them
in a more independent position as mem-
bers of the family. I say the Bill is a
good one for the Province of Quebec, and
even a liberal one. It extends the fran-
chise, at the same time taking precaution
to extend it mainly amongst the agricul-
tural population, who deserve to enjoy the
right of voting for candidates for the
Dominion Parliament. An agricultural
population is one which can safely be
entrusted with the ballot ; it is not such a
people that abuses the privilege. These
are my principal reasons for supporting
the measure-because it relates especially
and exclusively to the House of Commons,
and because it does not abridge any exist-
ing right, but extends the franchise to
classes who ought to have a right to vote.
The only consideration which could
properly justify the Senate in inter fering
with this Bill would be if the provinces
were in any way wronged by the majority
in the House of Commons, or if in our
opinion the measure were in any way un-
constitutional. Neither of these objec-
tions being alleged, and the Bill being one
peculiarly affecting the House of Commons
and the intimate relations of members
with their constituents, there is no occasion
for us to interfere. Therefore, I repeat, I
shall vote for the.Bill as it stands.

The Senate divided on the amendment,
which was rejected on the following
vote :-
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The Bill was then read the second
time.
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THIRD READING.

The House resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the Whole on Bill (134), "An
Act respecting the Liquor License Act
1883.

In the Committee,

HON. SIR ALEX. CAMPBELL-This
is a Bill consisting of one clause to suspend,
while the discussion is going on in the
courts with reference to the legality of
the clauses referred to in the Bill, the
operation of certain clauses of the Act
which have, in the meantime at all events,
been pronounced ultra vires by the court

HON. MR. DEBOUCHERVILLE,
from the Committee, reported the Bill

HON. MR. POIRIER


