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Privilege-Mr. N-vstrom

The Conservative party does flot need t0 cat ai the public
trough to have a study done with a partisan siant. They are
baeked by ail the Bay Street boys. They charge 125 bucks a
throw for a dinner.

Soine hion. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Rodriguez: They do flot need 10 cal at the publie trough
to get these particular studies done. lndeed, they may well
have prejudieed beneficial results for the people of Canada and
Parliament by having cast the task force in such a manner as
10 have only three members.

In this corner of the I-buse we are always prepared t0 aceept
good proposais and t0 look at good. concrete results from any
task force, and, of course, we are always willing t0 participate.
We were denied the opportunity as parliamentarians 10 par-
ticipate in the discussions and in the final recommendations,
whether or flot il was a majority or minority position.

The fact is that the people of Canada have 10 pay for
something which has now become-and I believe il is flot out
of order t0 say it-a partisan report. 1 know and we ail know
that the hon. member for Lisgar (Mr. N4urta) was very upset
that he did not gel a cabinet post-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. We are not necessarily on
totally firm ground in terms of a question of privilege 10 stant
wiîh. I do not think we should streteh our luek any more than
we have already.

Mr. Rodriguez: Mr. Speaker, I would flot want to do that.

but in conclusion-

Some hon. Menibers: Hear, hear!

Some hon. Members: Oh. oh!

Mr. Rodriguez: I can sec 1 have some approval over there so
maybe 1 wiIl make one or two more points. We are ail
eoneerned about restraint in goverfiment. We are ail eoncerned
about the spending of taxpayers' money. The people of Canada
were expeeîing a different kind of performance, and in faet the
appointment of this task force-il was a cozy little reward-10
do this kind of a study does flot do anything to bolsier the
confidence of Canadians that what we do here in the House of
Commons will have some benefit for them as the people of this
country.

One last point that 1 want t0 make on this question of
privilege that has been raised by the hon. member for York-
ton-Melville coneerfis the whole question of other parties
having their committees go around the country 10 do studies.
Does that mean that we will be able to apply 10 the goverfi-
ment for funds by telling thcm that we have a commilîc
studying occupational health and safety in Canada, and that
we would like the same kinds of fund flow SO we can go out
and do a similar study? Where does il stop? The answcr is thai
you cannot encourage that sort of junketing aeross the coun-
try. If the I-ouse of Commons wants t0 investigate a serious
malter, it oughî to be donc in the way we have established in
the pasi, and that is by having members from ail sides of the

[Mr. Rodriguez.J

IFbouse parîicipating. If members who are siîting on the com-
milice do not agree with some of the ideas expressed, lhey
have the opportunity 10 submiî a minority report for the
consideration of ail members of the [buse.

As I said, I think what has happened here is unfortunate. 1
would hope, Mr. Speaker, that you would rule that the goverfi-
ment cannot appoint members from ils baek benches exclu-
sively t0 look aI any partieular problem in this country, paid
for by the taxpayers of Canada whieh does flot refleet the
adversary nature of the House of Comm-ons. That is what this
place is ail about. Il is an adversary system. It is like the legal
sysîem and the labour seene in this country. That îask force
paid for by the taxpayers of Canada docs not refleet the nature
of the House of Commons or the 36 per cent support that the
Prime Minister got to win goverfiment in this country. The
Prime Minister is acting as if he had a majority gnvcrnmcnt
and as if he had ail the members of the House of Commons. I
think that is arrogance that can only bcecqualled by his
predecessor.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I had indicaîed that 1 ssanted 10

conclude the discussion and I have coneluded the discussion. I
do flot necd t0 hear any more-

Mr. Olivier: Mr. Speaker~

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Translation]
Mr. Olivier: 1 risc on a point of order. Mr. Speaker.

M'r. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Olivier: I wonder why I cannot have the iloor, Mr.
Speaker.

[En glish]
Mr. Speaker: Order. I have indieated that I wanted-

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order.
[Translation]

Order. The hon. member understands, I am sure, that it is
impossible for the Speaker and the hon. member t0 speak boîh
aI the same limne. Order.
[En glish 1

I have asked for the co-operation of the House in the
discussion of this malter. I have indieatcd that il alrcady
remains under reserve with the Nfinister of Agriculture and
the hon. member for Glengarry-Prescotî- Russell, who raised
anoîher point similar 10 this. 1 had indicated 10 members
carlier that I had asked them flot 10 be rcpcîiîious. I have had
a rather full discussion of this matter, as I have had on the
point raised by the hon. member for Glengarry-Prcscoît-Rus-
seli. The malter will flot be deeided îoday. Il remains 10 be
held over until the Minister of Agriculture and the hon.
member for G lengarry- Prescott- Russell are here on Monday. I
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