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throughout the world that we should pro-
dlaimn upon our statute-book that we would
not do such a thing iu the defence of the
empire. We are nlot saying that the gov-
ernment should have unrestricted power to
send them out, but that they should have it
subject to the reasonable safeguard that
exists in the old law as it stood, whMch
-would. give ail the protection needed and
avold conveying to the world the offensive
idea that we are nlot prepared to do our
duty to the empire at large.

Sir FREDEICK BORDEN. I do nlot wisb
to impute motives to anybody iu the House,
but it does seema to me diffcult to under-
stand what possible good such a speech
as that just dellvered by the hon. gentleman
can possibly serve. 1 am afraid that he ls
îiot so much exercised, as te what the rest
of the world may think about this particu-
lar section of the statute as he ls anxious
by hook or by crook to say sometbing or do
something that will prejudice a certain por-
tion of the pepple against this goverument.
The bon, gentleman bas asked, with an ut-
fectation of uiuch anxiety, what tbe world
will think, and what the rest of the British
empire will think of iCauada-thoýugh I have
told hlm over and over agalu that upon the
statute-book of every colony of the Britisb
empire is to be fouud precisely the same
provision as he ls now criticising. And,
Kir, upon the statute-book of the mother
country herseif, the hon. gentleman wiil
flud this:

Section 12, part 3. Any part of the militia
shall be hiable ta serve in any part of the
United }ingdom. but no part of the militia shahl
be carried or ordered to go out of the United
Klngdom.

Why, the hon gentleman out-HEerode
Hlerod. He ls more loyal than the King.
Butlet hlm look uat the statute-book of that
colouy wbich, I believe, accurding to lts po-
pulation and means sent *more men and
spent -more 'mouey than any other part of
the British empire in the South African
war-I refer to New Zealaud-and lu the
Mllitia Act of that colony he 'wlll flnd the
following:

The Governor may, by a proclamation ln the
'Gazette,' direct the commander of the forces,
to draw out wlth ail convenlent speed ail of the
defence forces therein for actuai service, and to
lead the sald forces luto any part of the dis-
trict or colony whlch may oserm best and to
which such forces can be lawfully taken.

And the same thing ls true of the law of
Australla :

Members of the defence force who are mem-
bers of the milltary forces shall not be requir-
ed, unless they voluntarlly agree to do so, to
served beyond the limite of the Commonwealth
and those of any terrltory under the authority
of the Commonwealth.

Now, Mr. Chairman, comlug back for a
moment to tlbe piresent law, the hou. gentie.
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man says 'that we are doing sometbing
against the best interests of Canada, sýome-
thing that will preju-dice Canada in the-eyes
of oeur sister -colonies and of the mother
country. Let me ask him to look at the
present law and say, if he eau, that under
that law-takiug not a single clause, but
the .law as, it stands on the 8tatute-book-
the government of Canada can order out the
militia to serve lu iSouth Africa or any
other part of the world. He will flot say so.

MEr. BARKER. Will the hon, gentleman
allo-w me ta answer his question ? I d-o not
say we can. But I ask, that beiug the case,
why alter the law ?

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN-To make it
absoIutely clear, te make it as clear as, it la
upon the statute-bouk of the United King-
dom or upon the statute-book of other colo-
nies. Wýhy, what ls the very tille of this
l&w ? It içs a law relating to the militia and
defeuce. Wbat is the very essence of mili-
tia ? As I have said before, the uuderlyiug
first principle of a militia organization-as
auy man who is familiar with the history
of militia organization or military law
kuows-tbe prime object and the sole object
of a militia is to defeud the homes of the-
people. But the hou, gentleman went ont of
bis way to fiud excuse for somne quite un-
uecessary sncers at the Prime Minister (Sir
Wilfrid Laurier) 'with referenee to the ac-
tion wbichi was taken iu the time of the
South African war. Well, I would recom-
mend. that hon. gentleman ta read the de-
bate whîch took place the other day lu the
Imperial parllameut, and especially to read
what Mr. Ârnold-Foster had to say as to
the Prime Minister of Canada. He will flud,
Mr. Chairman, tbat MT. Arnold-Foster, the
Secretary of State for War in the imperial
goverumeut, oaid that Sir Wllf-rid Laurier,
the Prime Minister of Canada, had render-
ed most distinguished service during the
troubles lu South Africa. lt ls a lUttle too
late-yes, and it 15. iu exceediugly bad taste
-for the hou, gentleman, at this time of
day, to sneer at the Prime Minister of tbis
country. Iu that counection, let me point
to the fact that this country came to the
assistance of the mother country ln South
Africa. And how ? Under the existing mi-
litia law which the hou. gentleman la so
afraid to bave touched ? Not ut al], but by
the voluntaiy offer of services from fhe
Peoplq of this country. Does the hon, gen-
tleman -wlah this, country to embark upon.
the daugerous proceeddng of preparing to
taIre part lu forelgu wars ? Io that the po-
llcy of the hon, gentleman ? I think we
have enough to do to attend to our own
affairs. And, in my humble opinion we
shahl best serve the empire by niakiug ont-
selvees olid at home and preparing to de-
fend our own soil. 'But the hon, gentleman
says that -we shall aýppear lu bad form be-
fore other portions o! the British empire.
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