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land between Quebec and the prairies ?
What will the railway cost What are
the prospects of settlement Wbat are
the natural resources of the territory? Is
there a good reason to believe that there
will be a local traffic to sustain the rond ?
These, and cognate questions should, I
think, be first inquired into before we are
asked by the responsible government of
this country to commit ourselves to a work
of this magnitude.

Now, Sir, I am brought naturally to call
attention to some features of the contract
in connection with the observations which
I have just made. On the first page of the
Bill you will have discovered a special
feature indicated by the language employed
in the preamble :

Whereas, by reason of the growth in popu-
lation and the rapid developnent in the pro-
ductiveneas and trade of Canada and especiaily
of the western part thereof, and with a view
to the opening up of nexv territory available
for settlement, both in the eastern provinces
and in the west, and the affording of trans-
portation facilities for such territory, and tor
other reasons, the necessity has arisen for the
construction of a National Transcontinental
Railway.

You will observe further on that it rends
that you are to proceed to 'the construc-
tion of a National Transcontinental Rail-
way to be operated as a common railw-ay
higlhw-ay across the Dominion of Canada
fron ocean to ocean and wholly within
Canadian territory.' It is to that particuliar
feature that for a moment I desire to call
the attention of the House. One of the
fundamental grounds and bases upon whici
this scheme is founded-and you can see
the consequences of this view Inter, when
I further advance with my argument-is
that it is necessary to furnish to that ter-
ritory which we are opening uip a nd 'de-
veloping a common raiilway highway.

Now, I apprehend that that language has
been chosen for the purpose of conveying
a specific idea. It is to be, not an or-
dinary railway in any sense, not a railway
which could be owned and controlled by a
corporation, although subject lo all the
powers of control which may be exer(ised
through any tribunal which patrliament many
constitute but a government rai1way, to 1)e
used in a different sense fron an ordinarv
railway-something in the nature of a high-
way, only with rails. so thit every railway
company which came along would liave the
right and opportunity afforded to it of
traversing this railway with its trains : so
that. as my hon. friend said in the course
of his speech, a train could start at St.
John or Halifax, run to Moncton, get on
to this railway, and corne ont at Port Simp-
son ; so that your locomotive. youir train
and your train hands could go on a long
junketing tour across the continent fron
St. John to the Pacific ocean. That is to
say, it would he a railwny ennon to
every railway company to nse. Thnt is the
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meaning, I apprehend, of the language used,
or else there is no meaning in it nt all.

Now, let me call attention to clause 24
of the contract, which contains two or three
sub-clauses which point to the sane idea :
First, sub-clause (a), and next, sub-clause
(b). On reference to these clauses--I need
not read them-you will see that they fortify
the idea that trains migbt come along and
pick up this railway, and run along it in
the ordinary way li which a inan with a
horse an'd cart may travel along the ligh-
way. To show that this is the idea that
underlies the measure, I will read a brief
extract from what was said by the right
hon. leader of the government on this sub-
jeet. At page 7692 of ' Hansard.' my bon.
friend says this :

So that under this agreemeat an Intercolonial
train can leave St. John or Halifax and proceed
ail tihe way to Port Simpson. Und'er 'this agree-
ment, a train of the Great Northern or of the
Canadian Nor.thern can enter upon this road
at any point and .go as far as the maritime
provinces. So we have guarded this point in
every way, and I bellieve that in this respect
the provisions we have made will command the
full satisfaction of the Canadian people.

If it were possible to produce the most
conclusive and striking evidence that some
features of this contract were framie with-
out consultation with and without the ad-
vice or the opinion of anybody who knows
anything at all about railroading, these
clauses in the contract and this canse in
the preamble afford that evidence. A more
absolutely unworkable, and, in the opinion
of every railway man is the country, a
more senseless suggestion it would be diffi-
(ult to make. The idea of commenciig a
schiemite iivolving all tie millions of ex-
penditure which it is' proposed that this
scheme shall involve. and thien saying you
wvill do it in order to establish a common
railway highwa. so that 'a ' coimpany,
b ' company, ' c ' company and 'd ' com-

pany may have their trains travel thousands
of miles over this railway. I have endeavour-
ed to urge the view, but without the slightest
success. that that wvsas not railway usage or
practice or possibility ; but it is here all the
saie. I have no doubt tihat if my hon.
friends hatd appealed to the hionest opinion
of the general manager of the Grand Trunk
Railway- himself, he would liave pointed
ont to tiiem the utter fallacy of such a sug-
gcstion as that-the absolute andi utter im-
possibility of any snch plan being worked
out. Just look at it : What does it in-
volve ? It involves tiat a train shall leave
the Intercolonial Railway. with its train
hande, its locomotives and ils cars, and
sball start ont. It runs its first day
wat will it do ? It has elther to lie at
sone particular point over night. or get
fresh men and a fresh locomotive. Yon
have to have your locomotive looked after
and repaire'd : you have to bave your men
sleep and your engine cooled. and other
things attended to. Or, tak- your time and
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