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cers, their powers and duties, the proceedings federal sentiment, the working out of a
at elections, the periods during which elections grander federal amplitude. I recognize that
nay be continued, the trial of controverted elec- the federal power should not entrendh on the
tions and proceedings incident thereto, the va- local, nor the local on the federal ; but thecating of seits of members, and the execution maintenance of the federal ln Its integritof new writs, in case of seats vacated otherwise i g
than by dissolution-shall respectively apply to is as much an essential to the existence of
elections of members to serve in the House of any lasting federation In Canada, as is the
Commons for the same several provinces. maintenance of the local. This brings me

now to the last point 1 shall cofiBider, and
The local franchises, we thus see, were that is the old Franchise Act. WelI, Sir,
entirly provisional. That being the text of the old Franchise Act was expensive; there
our constitution, if we are followilg out'i. no question about that, and ln my judg-
the genius of the constitution, we should nent It could have been rendered Inexpen-
have our federal franchise independent en- sive in a very simple manner indee<. But
tirely of the local franchise. But this is a what about the principle of the old Fran-
matter, not so much of constitutional right, chise Act? Remember the franchise was
as it 2s a matter of expediency and adopted by followlng the precedents of that
regulation under the circumstances of then
case, as it is a matter of broad national higlly evolved politleal society in moder
policy. Tlat being so, what do we find the itstorv; 1 need not say that I speak of Great
most advanced political thought of thee
world to be in this matter ? The Enghis Parliaent la dtptin ofhta
most modern instance of a federation chis a lthon dlsusigdtasFrour
like ours is the federation of the German lcal Frac he AcseIiint to theofact
Empire. What was done In its forma-,Empie. ha'twasdonein ts frma that ln the local franchises, ln the maritime
tion ? Men untrammelled by state jeal- provinces, -no matter how one of these revis-
ousies, under the guidance of great masters
of political principles, like Bismarck and
those associated with him, went to work aMay blunder there is no provision made la
and build a great imperial fabric. Did they1these laws to rectify that blunder. He may
incorporate the ideas of the United States,
or adopt the ideas that were embodieid in
the constitution of Canada? We find thaton
twenty-six states comprise the German E rnam- y, in is honest Judgmenthe tana
pire. They have most diverse and complex chîse a most serions Infraction of a mans
franchises. In some cases, the individual
states elected representatives to their local that error. In Great BrItain where they rea-
parliaments by direct, and In other cases by
indirect electors ; In other cases, representa- right to, they guard sacredly every mans
tives were sent to the different Houses by right of franchise and provide methods of ap-
electors 'whose franchises were based on
qualifications of rate-paylng and other quali-
fications. pealhere i s no protecton foa

Now, in the German Empire we find that mnal-the Ight off rci n the
they have adopted one great uniform federal provinef rince fdwanch.nthe
franchise, and that federal franchise Is is not even an election îîstand In ev-
manhood suffrage and manhood suffrage ery other of the maritime provinces the
alone. They did not act upon any such idea electoral Ilst is only wrîtten, not prînted,
as the leader of the Government is disposed When this matter cores before the commit-
to have this House follow. It would be an- tee for discussion of Its details I w!» be able
tagonistie to the Idea of an imperlal, na- topoint out to the Solicitor General-for 1
tional unity. wilconsider It then my duty to assist ln

I come now, ýSir, to consider very briefiyperfeting the law so far a the maritime
the great desirabillty of having uniformity. provinces are concerned-I will point out to
In the first place we should have uniform-'the Solicitor General certain ways ln which
ity, because every man who is a Canadian this Bihlcaribe Irproved in respect to mat-
citizen should know, wherever he goes, what ters wherei It Is not now workable at ail
the requirements of felow-citizenship are The amerdment, Mr. Speaker, Which 1 aa
from the Pacifie to the Atlantic; we should
all exercise our franchise on precisely the
same basis. By doing so, we are drmly That the Billshallflot now be read a second
establshing that which in the UnIted States lime, but that it be resolved: That this House,
was their great want ; we are building up a while desirous o! reducing the expense ot the
strong federal and national sentiment, and preparation o! the lists sr far as may be prac-ticable, considiers that no system «of franchise
a strong federal and central sentiment wiH be satis!actory which does not preerve
should under our constitution exist. The federal. contrai over both the bauls o! suffrage
evslution of n ul the United States constItu- and the voters' listj.
tional hlstory 1i s mply the broadenlng, and It being Six clock, the Speaker left the
the deepening, and the Intensifying of the Çhar.
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