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gard to their inland waters, and they do not permit
ouir citizeus to go to theircouintry and obtain certi-
fieates to comnand their ships, and until they do
so I think the position we hold is quite proper, espe-
cially as they refuse to reciprocate with us in regard
tocastigprivileges. Whileteyrefusetorecognize
our1 eit izens, althioughi properly qualified toobtain cer-
tificates, withont heeominig naturalized citizens, just
so long vill weinaintainour rights, withoutoffenceto
thei, but with justice to oui' people. The large
inumber of our own people who hohl certificates,
qualified by their citizenslhip, hy theiif 'domici.1.e,
by their intention, anid the fact of remaininîg in
this country, have a right to the protection at our
hands which this legislation affords themi, and that,
at all events, they shal n1ot be called upon to meet
the competition of citizens of a nieighbouring coun-
try until they are at liberty to go into that neigh-
bouring couuntry and ...onpete with them. That
woulid be an entirely different position. Of course,
there is mnuch to be said, as there always is in these
pro)ositions, on both sides ; but as this Bill is in-
troduced for a simple purpose, it is desirable to
adhere to the original proposition as far as possible.

Mlr. FRASER. I see a good deal of force in
what the Minister says. There is, however, a
ditfieulty in regard to the three years. I know
mîîany young meni who have gone to sea and been
absent for sone years, and yet such men on their
return could not go up for examination.

Mr. TUPPER. If British subjects.
Mr. FRASER. hie very fact that every master

and mate must be a British subject should be suffi-
cient, without this declaration as to three years. I
know mnany cases of young men who have gone to
sea and afterwards engaged in other employnents.
If they want to go up for exanination they must
reinain home three years before they have an'op-
portunity to secure a certificate. That is evidently
unfair. While I see good reason for saying that a
man who lias just cone into the country shiould nôt
be allowed to cone up for examination, stii .thé.
fact that those obtaining certificates mâst lie Brit-
ish subjects should be sufficient, and this provision
respecting three years will exclude such young nien
as I have referred to.

Mr. TUPPER. No ; a certain service is re-
quired, but so long as the service is shown to have
been performed that is all that is necessary. More-
over, British subjects going abroad in foreign ves-
sels, or domuiciled for threc years, are included.

Mr. FRASER. The wording is "present serv-
ing," not having served.

Mr. TUPPER. The provision does not say others
shall not be, and -British subjects serving on foreign
vessels will be adrmitted. It means men having
served. It will be deened to cover not only men
residing in Canada, but ien who are British subjects
sailing in any part of the world.

Mr. FRASER. The person niust have served
three years at some time. I subinit this provision
is too stringent.

Mr. TUPPER. That is a delicate question, on
which I cannot give advice, for it is the result of
rules framed hy the Imiperial Board of Trade. The
moment we depart fromi the principle of those rules,
and from the qualification on which certificates are
given, that moment the understanding now ha'd
with the Imperial Board of Trade, under which they

Mr. TUPPER.

recognize ouir certificates, falls to the ground. We
have been guided by their rule.

3Mr. LIST1'ER. I think the Minister of Marine
nisinderstood and miisapprehended the stateient
of the lion. niember for Bot.hwell (MNr. Mills) wh'ien
lie spoke about free trade in certificates, and the
Minister lias not stated the position of affairs exist-
ing Letween the United States and Canada so far
as masters' and mates' certificates are concerned. I
may say to the hon. gentleman that a Canîîadian
going to the United States and seeking the position
of master on Aierican vessels is entitled to one, on
the declaration of his intention to becoie an Amier-
ican citizen. It is quite possible lie mnay never
comuplete what lie coimenced, and never b ecoiie
an Amnerican citizen. All thiat is required is that
lhe should declare his intention to become such, and
upon doing that, so far as the laws of the eountry
are concerned, lie is entitled to the position. I do
not see wliy there should lie this provision, this
residence, before a main is entitled to liold a posi-
tion or receive a master's certificate. I suppose our
people cau be protected as fully and as comiîpletely
as it is necessai y to protect them by siniply declar-
ing, as the law- nov declares, that before they
receive certificates they shiall be British subjects.
There is no dainger of Americans coming here and
taking these positions, because they nust be resi-
(lents in this country for three years lbefore they
are entitled to certificates under this Act-that is,
before they mnake themselves qualified to beconme
British subjects. If foreigners, they iiuist be resi-
(lent in this country for three years before tlhey are
entitled to certificates. But this provision should
not exist in regard to our own peo)le. It should
be sutficienît if they are British suijects and resi-
(lent in this country at the timne.

Mr. TUPPER. There are local certificates, and
it may well be that a candidate who receives a
certilicate for a certain locality, not having the
high technical training required for reneral navi-
gation, thus gives a guarantee of his -nowledge of
tlie locality, because lie has been doniciled for
three years. There may be that element.

Mr. LISTER. It is possible there mnay be that
elemient, but this may be ground for refusing a cer-
tificate altogether.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). I have not been able
to understand why the hon. gentleman should in-
sist in every case upon the three years limîîit. I
think the hon. gentleman is wrong in stating
that a mnan cannot get . enploynent as master
or mate in the States unless he becoines an
American citizen. As the hon. member for Lamb-
ton (Mr. Lister) states, if a person takes the oath
of allegiance and passes the examination lie is
entitled, in the United States, to becomîe a cap-
tain, mate or engineer, although, as a matter
of fact, he does not becone art American citizen.
I know fromn my own experiencethat thie Canadian
law as it formierly stood lias worked a great deal of
injury in certain portions of Canada, and it will
continue to work that injury if not amended. Last
election, in the town of Goderich alone, I found no
less than forty-five Canadians, some of whose
residences are in that town, employed as captains,
mates or engineers on American vessels. I am
informed by thein that all they require to do is to
express their intention of beconing American citi-
zens, take the oathî of allegiance and pass the
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