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" Provided always, that actual settlers shall enjoy the privilege of

fishing with a rod and lino in manner known as fly surface fisheries in
front of their own properties."

And yet after this the hon. gentleman tells the House that
the Minister is ignorant, that fish do not go there to spawn,
and that this is an invasion of riparian rigbts. I have
shown the ridiculous position in which the hon, gentleman
stands in two matters. Let me continue it. I will show
the House how much we can depend on that hon. gentle-
man's great knowledge and groat experience, when it comes
to a question of temper. The hon. gentleman says that this
outrageous Bill contains another more objectionable clause
than the one which bas been under discussion, and he says it
is a terrible thing that any fishery officer may determine
the length and place of each net or other apparatus used
in the waters of Canada. That was the law in the hon.
gentleman's own time.

Mr. MITCHELL. No, Sir.
Mr. TUPPER. That is the law on the Statute-book.

That is the law of the Revisel Statutes, and the hon, gen-
tleman, if he wishes, can easily see that this is the law that
ho, himself, administered, or was bound to administer.

Mr. MITCHELL. It is not the law.

Mr. TUPPE R. The hon. gentleman says it is not the
law, and I do not wish to take up the time of the House by
further contradictions. I apspeal this time, in proof of
what I say, not to the Hansard, not to the lease of the hon.
gentleman, but I appeal to the statutes themselves, and he
will find that, in that respect, there is no alteration, pro-
postd, or suggested, in the present law of this country.
The hon. gentleman is very fond of having the adjourn.
ment of the flouse moved, in order to display his wonder-
ful erudition, and to show, if ho can, the ignorance gf any
hon. gentleman who dares to differ from him. I think the
next time he ventures to make an explanation of this kind,
he should take more time, and exercise more patience, in a
careful and calm deliberation of the question.

Mr. MITCHELL. I rise to one explanation.
Several hon. MEMBERS. Order.

.Mr. MITOHELi. I have a right to speak when I am
misrepresented. The hon. gentleman quotos the lease in
which I expressly reserved the riparian right of fly-fishing.
The right of net fishing is regulated by the statute and
requires no regulation. I stated that I had this reservation
in the lease, although I only spoke from memory of a
transaction that took place years ago. With reference to
this provision which he says I objected to, about giving the
fishery officer power to regulate the length of the nets,
I may tell him that by statute that bas existed for over
'70 years. The net fishing from the mouth of the river upward
is hmited by metes and bounds which cannot be got over.
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passed.

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE ACT AMENDMENT.

louse again resolved itself into Committee on Bill (NCDlro eaea n ivsc uauecatro

1),

.nd

o0.

4) further to amend the RCevised Statutes, chapter 5,
respecting the Electoral Franchise.-(Sir John Thompson.)

(In the Committee.)

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I will ask the Committee to
return to section 2, and to concur in an amendment to the
section which I laid on the Table, and whieh was debated
when the Bill was last in Committee. At the request of hon.
gentlemen opposite, we agreed that the revising officer should
be restricted, as to the information on which he could make
up his list, to official records and toe statutory declarations.
I think the Committee will agree with me that declarations
of that kind, made tx parte, should not be acted upon for
the purpose of striking a name off the roll. I have, therefore,
redrafted the section,for the purpose of enabling the revising
officer to avail himself of those declarations for the purpose
of making additions to the roll, but omitting the provision
that he can use them for striking names off the roll. The
Committee will remember the various provisions of the Act
providing that the party whose name it is proposed to
strike off the roll should be given notice, and the leaning l
generally in favor of retaining a name on the list. If the
revising officer availed hi mself of the statutory declaration
for the purpose of striking off, the burden of proof would b.
reversed, withoat any notice being given to the person
affected.

1fr. MILLS (Bathwell). I think it is to be regretted
that solemu declarations, based on information or belief,
should be admitted. A father may testify as to the qualitl-
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