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CRIMINAL LAW.

Mr. BABY moved the second read-
ing of the Bill to amend the Criminal
Law relating to offences against the
person. He stated that the object of
the Bill was to assimilate to a cer-
tain extent the Criminal Law of
Canada to the English law, 23 and 24
Viet."Chap. 100, in which the death
penalty had been cstablished. As it
was, it was impossible to get a verdict
against any persons accused of some
crimes against the person becanse the

only penalty was the death penal-
ty. He hoped the Bill would
commend itself to the members

generally, as he was sure it would to
the gentlemen who had any experience
in our criminal courts.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said he would
consent to the second reading of the
Bill, upon the understanding that it
should then be referred to the Select
Committee, having similiar Bills un-
der consideration. He might afterwards
ask that the Bill might not be proceed-
¢1 with, in view of the probability of
a general reconsideration of the Cri-
minal Law in reference to capital sen-
tences, before the next Session of Par-
liament.

The Bill was read thesecond time.

THE DOMINION ELECTIONS ACT.

Mr. TASCHEREAU moved the
82cond reading of a Bill entitled an
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Act to amend the Dominion Elcctions
Act, 1874, and to declare ineligible for
election to the House of Commons all
persons disqualified for election to the
Local Legislatures during the period of
such disqualification.

He explained that it only contained
one clause to the above effect ; provid-
ing, moreover, that during that period
such persons cduld not hold any office
under the nomination of the Crown or
Government of Canada. The Election
Law would not be complete without
such a clause.

Hon. Mr. TUPPER renewed his sug-
gestion that when the disqualitication
was removed by Local Legislatures, the
decisions of the Courts should still hold
good with regard to this Parliament.

Mr. TASCHEREATU considered that
this suggestion was against the very
principle of the Bill, which related

urely to the action of the Local Legis-
atures,

Hon. Mr. TUPPER thought that as
Parliament had wisely entrusted the
trial of election cases to the Courts,
their decisions should be respected in
their entirety. He agreed otherwise
with the principle of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE stated that the
hon. member for Cumberland would
experience a great deal of difficulty in
drawing up the intricate clanses which
would be necessary in order to secure
the object the hon. gentleman had in
view. The law as it existed might,
moreover, be changed. = His hon. friend
from Montmagny proposed to redress
a grievance in a practical and able
manner, and as it seemed to him to the
only practicable extent. The hon.
member for Cumberland might embody
his suggestion into an amendment,
which he had no doubt would receive
fair consideration. -

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) asked
whether it was proper to leave to Local
Legislatures the establishment of what
should be considered disqualification
for this Parliament. In one Statute it
had been enacted that if a candidate
took a drink, though with no corrupt
intention, in a tavern on polling day,
it should be cause of disqualification.
This was absurd, and gave rise to cases
of the greatest possible hardship,
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