that we ara prepared, If necessary, to defand our clalms before the

International Court, and of coursa there are risks to that.

But risk Is the price of opportunity. If thera are risks,
thara are also oppertunities for us In adopting a mora salf-confident
position at homs, and by extension, internatlionally. Perhaps the most
dramatic lesson | have lsarned, In my first year as Secretary of State
for External Affairs, Is that opportunities sre not static. in the North,
for instance, If we don't seize the opportunities that are ours now, we
could wall lose them as othars begin to advanca thalr own claims. Ths
Insistance on our soveraignty, then, Is Important both as Camdhq

self-expression, and as Canadlan ssif-interest.

In Canada's North, we have no ice-breaksr that can traverse
those waters year round. The vassels we do have are not strong
enough to deal with winter Ice, and not fast enough to keep up with
the Polar Sea. That Is a situation which we didn't create and which
we won't continus. As othar countries davalop a capacity to use our
watars, to use our North, we have to acquire practical means to

occupy what we claim, to exerciss what we claim.

The United States and the Federal Republic of Cermany are
preparing actively now for commercial navigation In northern waters,
which is to say in our waters. The Japanese, with a8 keen eye to the

development of oll and gas flows from Northern reglons, are developing




