In a democracy like Canada, this was not a bad
thing, but many Finns had been exposed to so-
cialist and other radical or “progressive” ideas at
home, which made them suspect in the eyes of
Canadian authorities of the time. The Finnish
Canadian community was internally divided be-
tween left-oriented Finns and the more conser-
vative nationalist Finns, but to the Canadian offi-
cials, the largest identifiable group of Finns were
the socialists active in labour unions, strikes, pro-
tests, and other types of radical politics.® Immi-
gration was curtailed during the First World War,
and Canadian official enthusiasm for Finnish im-
migrants cooled somewhat due to the negative
perception of the “radical” element. During the
war Finnish organizations were subjected to po-
lice scrutiny and Finnish-language newspapers
and publications subject to censorship.” Later
EC. Blair, the secretary for the Department of
Immigration and Colonization wrote in 1919
to several employers to explain that immigra-
tion from Finland was discouraged because some
“Finnish people seem to be very busy spread-
ing IWW [International Workers of the World]
propaganda and occasionally one is found doing
something worse.”"” Despite this, roughly 500
Finns had demonstrated their loyalty to Canada
and served in military units at home or over-
seas in the Canadian Expeditionary Force.'' By
the 1920s Finland was once again a preferred
source of immigrants for farmers, farm labour-
ers, and female domestic servants. However, in
1930 immigration restrictions, brought about by
the Great Depression, dramatically reduced the
number of new arrivals from Finland until after
the Second World War.'?

The war would also lead to diplomatic rec-
ognition of Finland. On December 6, 1917, the
Finnish Diet took the opportunity to declare the
Grand Duchy of Finland was an independent
country. Political conflict between more con-

servative Finns and socialist Finns soon erupted

into civil war. With the military aid of Germany
the conservative White Finns were victorious
over the socialist Red Finns by the spring of
1918.The presence of German troops caused the
Canadian government to consider Finland to be
under the control of the enemy. This along with
fear of socialist revolutionary activity in Canada
caused organizations which used the Finnish
language and publications in Finnish to be pro-
hibited in September 1918."

Another aspect of the chaos surrounding the
Russian civil war was the military intervention
by the Allies in Northern Russia around Mur-
mansk and Archangel. Among the troops were
several hundred Canadian soldiers and roughly
1,200 Red Finn refugees who had been recruited
by the British into the Murmansk Legion to op-
pose the Germans and their White Finnish allies.
Canada provided some of the officer cadre for
this unit."* For the Allies a precondition to the
recognition of Finnish independence was lenient
treatment and repatriation of the legionaries. The
Finnish government agreed, but reserved the
right to bring to justice those who were accused
of crimes during the civil war. Consequently the
Council of Foreign Ministers, during the Paris
Peace Conference, granted recognition of Fin-
land’s independence on May 3, 1919."> However,
there remained approximately 50 Legionaries
who were blacklisted and prevented from entry
into Finland. Under pressure from Britain, the
Canadian government eventually agreed to ac-
cept them and by the spring of 1920 they were
en route to Canada.'® After being sequestered for
several months at a lumber camp they eventually
joined the general population.

Canada, which was still part of the British
Empire in 1919, also gave de facto recognition of
Finnish independence. That December Finland
appointed a Consul General in London respon-
sible for all parts of the British Empire including

Canada. Soon after in early 1920 Erick J. Korte, a




