Executive Summary

There is bo clear plan. By ihis participants mean that they are not aware of a roadmap setting out

specific poals ar desired outcomes for being in Afghanistan. They have not heard of or seen any
discussion as to what would constitute a successful vuleomé or what would be the markers for
success, in Afgharislan. This leaves participants feeling very pessimistic and parlicipants then
tend to liken Afghanisian to the Americans™ experience m Irag — ] den*t see the clear plan ... |
it’s the same as the U1.S. in Irag;” |

Their sense is that little o 0o progress has been made tu date. Notably; illuminating parlicipants
on the-fact thal Canada has been involved in Afpghamstan for about five yeurs tends 10 have the

atfect ot heightening any concem ihat litfle progress has been made dus ng.this period of time.
Many participants in fact question whether the Afghan people are bétler off now than they were
tive years ago. If this is the-case, thére seems to be liitle evidence that has been made public to
support it. Inaddition, there is some expression of futility over the mission. Thereis a sense that

‘once the inlemational forces leave, (ie country wall revert hack to- historical patierns of conflict;

There is g worry thai the Canadian troops dre'not well enoughequipped. This isreinforced by a
view that'Canadians dre peacekeepers. not fighiters. As peacekeepers. participants believe that
Canada:lacks the gxpertiseito ﬁgi_lt‘insurgtmL Taliba:n. farges or search out terrorist enclaves in the
mountainpus areas of Afchanistan. This_ivnrry seens to slern [rom fwo preccoupations;. first,
that the Canadien coniitigent is toa smiall o have any signiticant impact and secorid, that

Canadiantroops have been neglecled over the last decade or more. On this latter point, it is
likely that years of public discussion.about cuts to the mililary, out of date or poorly maintained
equipment, and low morale among members of the militaiy hias left Canadians will a perception
that Canadian [orees are ill-prepared 0. 0perale effectively in the Afghanistan iheaire,

Many arg of the: view that Canada. may be imposing a “way of li[e™ or cutural values on the
Afghan people thal is neither what they want nor sumcthing they have asked for. Therc ié &
strong sense that the Canadian miksion has been imposed on the Afghan people and that’ many of
the locals, apart from government officials, are resentful of.the Canadian presence. Virtually no
one is of‘the view that Canadians are in Afghanistan as a result.ofa United Nations security
resolution and at the'tequesi of the Afghanistant sovermment. Indded some participarits refetred
to the migsion.as the “invasion of Afghanistan,” suggesting thar Canadians are taking part i an
ag_g_;’essiun-'that contravenes or undermines the sovereignty of Alghanistan;

Participants see ho tlegr benefit for Canada being in Afghaniston. The relevance of Canada’s
involvément in Afghanistan has not been-cloarly articudated to Canudions. They also struggle to
ascartaih whether Canada’s involvement veduces ov fncreases the risk of « terrovist attack at

home,



