1978 No. 32 6

parents did not possess the same nationality at the time of his birth, the question
whether the nationality of the person concerned should follow that of the father or
that of the mother shall be determined by the national law of such Contracting
State. Nationality granted in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph shall
be granted:

(a) at birth, by operation of law, or

(b) upon an application being lodged with the appropriate authority, by or on
behalf of the person concerned, in the manner prescribed by the national
law. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, no such
application may be rejected.

2. A Contracting State may make the grant of its nationality in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article subject to one or more of the following
conditions:

(a) that the application is lodged before the applicant reaches an age, being not
less than twenty-three years, fixed by the Contracting State;

(b) that the person concerned has habitually resided in the territory of the Con-
tracting State for such period immediately preceding the lodging of the
application, not exceeding three years, as may be fixed by that State;

(c) that the person concerned has not been convicted of an offence against
national security;

(d) that the person concerned has always been stateless.

ARTICLE 5

1. If the law of a Contracting State entails loss of nationality as a consequence
of any change in the personal status of a person such as marriage, termination of
marriage, legitimation, recognition or adoption, such loss shall be conditional upon
possession or acquisition of another nationality.

2. If, under the law of a Contracting State, a child born out of wedlock loses the
nationality of that State in consequence of a recognition of affiliation, he shall be
given an opportunity to recover that nationality by written application to the appro-
priate authority, and the conditions governing such application shall not be more rig-
orous than those laid down in paragraph 2 of Article 1 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 6

If the law of a Contracting State provides for loss of its nationality by a person’s
spouse or children as a consequence of that person losing or being deprived of that
nationality, such loss shall be conditional upon their possession or acquisition of
another nationality.

ARTICLE 7

1. (a) If the law of a Contracting State permits renunciation of nationality, such
renunciation shall not result in loss of nationality unless the person concerned pos-
sesses or acquires another nationality.




