
CD/PV.408
10

(Mr. Natwar Singh, India)
• • •

I have been frank in expressing ray disappointment at the stagnation of
the process of negotiation in this unique multilateral negotiating forum in
the field of disarmament. This does not mean that we do not see any positive 
features in the work of the Conference on Disarmament. On the contrary, we
value it very much. We do not think that there is any inherent fault in the
Conference on Disarmament — either in its composition, size or procedures.
The Conference on Disarmament is an institution of our times and is subject to 
the policies of the respective Governments that make up its membership. If 
the Conference on Disarmament has not lived up to the hopes that accompanied 
its birth, in its present incarnation, in 1978, it is largely a reflection of 
our individual and collective failings. On the positive side, I would like to 
mention the negotiations on the Chemical Weapons Convention, where some 
significant progress has been made. I hope that the remaining problems will 
soon be resolved and a convention concluded at the earliest.


