
47. We are committed to ensuring full imple-
mentation of existing rules for the environment. In
this respect, we note with interest the initiative of
the Italian government to host in 1990 a forum on
international law for the environment with schol-
ars, scientific experts and officials, to consider the
need for a digest of existing rules and to give in-
depth consideration to the legal aspects of environ-
ment at the international level.

48. We advocate that existing environment
institutions be strengthened within the United
Nations system. In particular, the United Nations
Environment Program urgently requires strength-
ening and increased financial support. Some of us
have agreed that the establishment within the
United Nations of a new institution may also be
worth considering.

49. We have taken note of the report of the sixth
conference on bioethics held in Brussels which
examined the elaboration of a universal code of
environmental ethics based upon the concept of the
"human stewardship of nature".

50. It is a matter of international concern that
Bangladesh, one of the poorest and most densely
populated countries in the world, is periodically
devastated by catastrophic floods.

We stress the urgent need for effective,
coordinated action by the international commu-
nity, in support of the Government of Bangladesh,
in order to find solutions to this major problem
which are technically, financially, economically
and environmentally sound. In that spirit, and
taking account of help already given, we take note
of the different studies concerning flood allevia-
tion, initiated by France, Japan, the US and the
United Nations Development Program, which
have been reviewed by experts from all our coun-
tries. We welcome the World Bank's agreement,
following those studies, to coordinate the efforts of
the international community so that a sound basis
for achieving a real improvement in alleviating the
effects of flood can be established. We also wel-
come the agreement of the World Bank to chair,
by the end of the year, a meeting to be held in the
United Kingdom by invitation of the Bangladesh
government, of the countries willing to take an
active part in such a program.

51. We give political support to projects such as
the joint project to set up an observatory of the
Saharan areas, which answers the need to monitor
the development of that rapidly deteriorating,
fragile, and region, in order to protect it more
effectively.

Drug Issues

52. The drug problem has reached devastating
proportions. We stress the urgent need for décisive
action, both on a national and an international
basis. We urge all countries, especially those where
drug production, trading and consumption are

large, to join our efforts to counter drug produc-
tion, to reduce demand, to carry forward the fight
against drug trafficking itself and the laundering
of its proceeds.

53. Accordingly, we resolve to take the following
measures within relevant fora:

-Give greater emphasis on bilateral and
United Nations programs for the conver-
sion of illicit cultivation in the producer
countries. The United Nations Fund for
Drug Abuse Control (UNFDAC), and
other United Nations and multilateral
organizations should be supported,
strengthened and made more effective.
These efforts could include particular
support for the implementation of effective
programs to stop drug cultivation and
trading as well as developmental and
technical assistance.

-Support the efforts of producing countries
who ask for assistance to counter illegal
production or trafficking.

-Strengthen the role of the United Nations
in the war against drugs through an
increase in its resources and through
reinforced effectiveness of its operation.

-Intensify the exchange of information on
the prevention of addiction, and rehabilita-
tion of drug addicts.

-Support the international conference
planned for 1990 on cocaine and drug
demand reduction.

-Strengthen the efficiency of the cooperative
and mutual assistance on these issues, the
first steps being a prompt adhesion to,
ratification and implementation of the
Vienna Convention on illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

-Conclude further bilateral or multilateral
agreements and support initiatives and
cooperation, where appropriate, which
include measures to facilitate the identifi-
cation, tracing, freezing, seizure and
forfeiture of drug crime proceeds.

-Convene a financial action task force from
Summit participants and other countries
interested in these problems. Its mandate is
to assess the results of cooperation already
undertaken in order to prevent the utiliza-
tion of the banking system and financial
institutions for the purpose of money
laundering, and to consider additional
preventive efforts in this field, including the
adaptation of the legal and regulatory
systems so as to enhance multilateral
judicial assistance. The first meeting of this
task force will be called by France and its
report will be completed by April 1990.
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