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as a stage of development, is a challenge for women. In this period of life, women
should be enabled to cope in a creative way with new opportunities. The social
consequences arising from the stereotyping of elderly women should be recognized

and eliminated. The media should assist by presenting positive images of women,

particularly emphasizing the need for respect because of their past and continuina

contributions to society.

Attention should be given to studying and treatina the health problems of
aging, particularly in women. Research should also be directed towards the
investigation and slowing down of the process of premature aging due to a lifetime
of stress, excessive work-load, malnutrition and repeated pregnancy.

D. Youna women
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Initiatives begun for the 1985 International Youth Year should be extended and
expanded so that young women are protected from abuse and exploitation and assisted
to develop their full potential. Girls and boys must be provided with equal access
to health, education and employment to equip them for adult life. Both girls and

boys should be educated to accept equal responsibilities for parenthood.

Urgent attention should be paid to the educational and vocational training of
young women in all fields of occupation, giving particular emphasis to those who

are socially and economically disadvantaged. Self-employed young women and girls

should be assisted to orgânize co-operatives and ongoing training programmes to
improve their skills in production, marketing and management techniques. Special

retraining programmes should also be developed for teenage mothers and girls who

have.dropped out of school and are ill equipped to enter productive employment.

Steps should be taken to eliminate exploitative treatment of young women at
work in line with MO Convention no. 111 concernina discrimination in respect of
employment and occupation, 1958 and ILO Convention No. 122 concerning employment
policy, 1964. Legislative measures guaranteeing young women their riahts should be

enforced.

Governments should recognize and enforce the rights of young women to be free

from sexual violence, sexual harasament and sexual exploitation. In particular,

Governments should recognize that many young women are victims of incest and sexual

abuse in the family, and should take steps to assist the victims and to prevent

such abuse by education, by improving the status of women and by appropriate action

against offenders. Young women should be educated to assert their rights.

Particular attention should also be given to sexual.harassment and exploitation in

employment, especially those areas of employment such as domestic service, where

sexual harassment and exploitation are most prevalent.

Governments must also recognise their obligation to provide housing for young,

women who because of unemployment and low incomes suffer special problems in

obtaining housing. Homeless young women are particularly vulnerable to sexual

exploitation.

In the year 2000 women aged 15-24 will constitute over 8 per cent of both
rural and urban populations in developing countries. The great majority of these
women will be out of school and in search of jobs. For those employed, frequent
exploitation, long working hours and stress have serious implications for their
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