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parison, we have not the data for prosenting any'
adequate view of education in Newfoundland.

[Inapector Hinkle Coxion 1

As regards the poor teacher, the inspector adnion-
ishes, Bugge8t.s, isys out the work, but rellectiiig on
the improbability of finding the same teacher at bis
neit vi8it., is disheartened as~ he thiuks of the siender
chance of progress a school mity expect to secure
from a changing succession of sucli hireliuîg8. Ilis
own helples8ness in the matter is painful.

If we could have the one termn arrangeaient and
no engagement for less than a year, the inspector
might have the opportunity of tuaking the govern-
ment grat for the second payrnent contingent on
fair honest work; but under the present order of
thinge, when he returna on his semi-annual visît,
ho nîay find that even the register bas not been
correctly kept; nevertbeless, the governuient money
has been paid, and the unfaithful teacher bas gone
into some other section or district to play the sanie
farce over again.

[Inspector James H. Muaro.)

A gratifying feature de8erving of mention, is the
longer continuance ofteachers in one section. At tbe
beginning of the sntmmer terni, comparatively few
changes were made, epecially in Yarmouth district.
This is a hopeful sign indicating that the trustees
understand that frequent changes mean unprogressive
sohoohs and wasted fuands. And may we flot hope
that teachers also are asisting to bring about this im-
provemnent?

The new course of studies i8 now fairly launched.
The completeneas of the course is its admirable
feature. It ensures to theyoung people of our country
a whole education in ail that is necessary as a prepara-
tion for business, or as a foundation for collegiate
training.

(Inspetor L. S. Miae.]

It is gratifying to know that trustees and parents
in many of our most desirable sections are growing in
their appreciation of teachers who have received a
normal training and who adopt normal methods of
instruction. This tact is inducing larger numbers
of our teachers to attend the normal sohool and to
receive traýînng at the hands of the competent staff
of instructors in charge of thait institution.

Tt is but juat to add that those teachers who bave
succeeded in grading their sebools as required, and
in systemnatically foilowing the course of work pre-
scrubed, are unanimous in their appreciation of )tg
value as a guide to sound systematic instruction. On
the other bîand, the attention of those who have been

les sueesf u 1 1n graiing thIei r school bai been plainly
called to thew fiet that. the aftldavit wbicbl they am
required to miake ait the end of cah term, obliges
theum to 8wear thaît they have taiught according to
law, which inay Bow fzirly he Iînterpreted to mlean,
allolng other tlinigs, accorditig to the course of st.udy.

QUESTION DEPAITXENT.
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Questions and Answers

IL.-The enclosed sponge cornes f routn th Baie de Chaleur.
I have not observed it on the ouhheru coat of New Brun>-
wick. PIeas6 determine it.

Your sponge is a speciez of Jsodieiya, not uncom-
mon in the gulf.

TEÂcaRE.-I-'rom an article a few monthe &go in the
RE.viEw it appeared to be suggested that carbonic ad u
not the only injîîrious constituent of badly ventilate
scboolroorns. What else is injurioust

An answer to this is given in a late number of
Science, in whicb it is stated that Prof. Blrown-Séquard
has recently been ciaking experimenta to determine:
wlîetber the human breatb was capable of produoing
any poisonous effecti. From tbe condenSod watury
vapor of the expired air* he obt'sined a poisonous
liquid, which, when injected under the t8kin of
rabbitB, produced ahno8t- immediate death. He
ascertained that the poison wuaua alkaloid, and not
a microbe. The rabbits thtus injected died without
convulsions, the beart and large blood-vessels being
engerged with blood. Brown-Sé'quard considers it
fully proved that the expired air, both of man and
animais, contains a volatile poisonou8 principle which
is much more deleterious than carbonic acid." But
as carbonic acid is more easily detected and quan-
titatively detcrmined, its amount is in practice
taken as the measure of the degree of contamination
of air fromn the producte of respiration.

D. M. S. -What course would you recommend for a
beginner in botany?

Get such a book as Gray's IIow Plants Grow,"
with Spotter's Botany, Part IL.; or Gray's id.Sohool
and Field Book of Botany," and examine, analyze
and determine every different fiowering plant asswon
as yoit find it in bloom. A lens will b. necessar for.
the examination of very small Ilowere. lDo the work
of determining the niame of the plant yourself. That
will coînpel youi to study vegetable morphology as a
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