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THE CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE A GREAT FACTOR IN CITY DEV ELOPMENT
W. JOS. SHEA,(Late Industriel Commlisoner for the City of Three Rivera, P.Q.)

W. JOS. SHEA.
Successful organizations sncb as chambers o! cam-inerce are ox'ly possible to-day when a f air percentage ofthe repieentative business men, andi a large percentageof the young men, who are te become the future businessmen of the city, interest thejnaeivos lu the werk.

TÔ arrive at this point It la necessary Hiat every citi-zen ui4orstand wolI the importance as well as the In-dispensable neeci of a well organizeci Chambor of Com-tierce or Board of Trade. Conditions to-day are net whatthey were ten years ago. Competition bas sprung upamong cities and it la a case of the survlvaI of thefittest. Municipal progrss must be thoroughly Rinder-ste.4 l>y ail, and It la enly through the ageney o! theChamber of Commerce that tht, knowiedge la to b. ob-tained and Imparted ta others.

of co-operation should be no0 dificuit task for any ChamberOf Commerce to create. No merchant or any kind of busi-ness man can accomplieli as niuch, worklng single handedIn correctlng, abuses ln trade, in the upbuilding of comn-merce and trade, or securing of improvements along diT-ferent Unes, ln a 'community, as when banded togetherwith bis fellow merchants in an orgaiization that acts, asthe medium through which the individual 'views are ex-pressed, and wlien united and 'crystallized Into the senti-ente and co-operation of the whole, naturally, carrnes moreweight than the expressions and actions of the individuale.
A Chamber of Commerce ls He.medium through whlch'he business men speak. It la an important factor Iu pro-moting, juet and equitable prInciples la trade, protectingthe nights of fts members, and ln advancing the best ln-terests of the clty or- community. When a Chamber ofCommerce ls conpoed of active, progressive representa-tives of various lnos of business, lt voices 'Public senti-ment, and directs -public thouglit ln matters affecting pub-lic poliçy.
Everyone engaged In business, be It one line or an-other, should devote a ',certain amount of bis turne to thecommuniity iinterests. He sliould flot Teel that the coin-mnunlty owee hlm somnetbing, and rest at that. If every-body reasoned along these lines there wouid be no0 Cham-bers of Commerce.
E-very citizen who gives up some o! hie turne and helpln matters or public policy ie a community asset. Whilewe have a Tew such citizens in every cammunlty who givefreely of their time and efforts lu behalf of the publicweai. tpere la also a large percentage of those who eanbe considered communîty llabilities, as they lend nu help

whatever.
But how should a Chamber o! Comerce be started, andwaheu started, how shouici it be carrieci on?
I would euggest the foilowing:
An organization campaigu for membership sheuld becroateci.
A deflned programmie of work for the ensuing year..
T1he formation af committees ta carry out each part afthe progrmme.
Thie issulng o!'an annual bulletin dealing with the suc-

Li<l secretary who could devote bis
Sthe Chamiier and Instruct the dif-
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